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The history dibclosed by geological rescarch, apart fromn its purely
physical aspects, is that of the progress of life upon the £lobe; the
extinction of species after species of ltants and animais and the intro-

d-uction of new formis in their place. It is by means of the niow

ascertained stages of this proc-ess of change and replacemnent that the

geologist is eniabled to deterinie the age of any particular fossiliferous

series of rocks whichi may corne under bis notice. But the scale of

geological tie is a verY extended one, as comipared with the progress

of humnan events, and the number of animais which have been actually
knowvn to man and have since succumibed to process of change is very
smiall. In almost every known case of the kind, mian hiînself lias
assisted in giving the couip de grace and in coînp]eting the extermination
of somie animal which by reason of natural causes had already becarne
very niuch restricted in its habitat.

This, as -We have seen, wvas the case with the sea-cow. Its bour
had very riearly struck before the appearancd of n-an upon il-e scene.

A l>LANORBIS NE\\ 'l'O THE OTl'AUA LISTF.

By ;EO.ý. NV. T~v.î,VICI-0iw, VI..

'«hile paying a short visit to Ottawa in Septemiber last, 1 wvas so
fortunate as to discover about 40 sp'cimenc's of a freshwater sheil newv
to the local lists.

The species in Question is Planorbis naitti/ens Linu, and the
sl)ecinlens, which are aIl of the variety cr-is/a/uts, were found in the ponds
on the rîglit of the road as you pass tlie St. Louis Dain on the way to
the Experiniental Farmn. 'l'le oniy other American specimens I have
seen of this species (which by the wvay is comimon enougb in the old
country) are two that were found by the indefatigable MINr. Hanham in
the neighibourbood of H-amilton.

It would be interestng,- to know hiow this species bias been intro-
duced at Ottawa, as introduced it must have been quite rccently, for it
could îîot have long e xisted undiscovered in a locality so well searched
as the St. Louis' Ponds bave been by the Ottawa Conchologists.


