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Wiz/er visitants. -- The winter Of -1892-3 wvas miarked by a great
scarcity of bird life in the neighibourhood of Ottawa. Irregular and
uncertain though the movements of the winter birds always are, it is
seldom that the winter season passes without the appearance of sorne
one or more species in considerable nunibers. Probably these visits
depend more upon food supply than uI)of the m-ildness or severity of
the teniperature ; but in both of these resp)ects our district showed itseif
last ,inter a very inhospitable quarter for the birds. The weather here,
as throughout the whole of Ncrth Ailerica wvas marked by unusual and
almost unbroken cold ; and as the rowan-berry crop of 1892 had been
a total failure, with tamnarac cones and cedar seeds much below the
average, the " visible supply of brea-dstuffs " for the feathered population
im-ust have been alarmiingly short.

0f Crossbills, Redpolls and Pine Siskins there have been no reports
whatever. The Purpie Finch whichi is usually fairly wvell represented
throughout the winter iii suitable localties did flot put in an appearance
until the 4 th 'May, and the Goldfinch came seven days later, after
having donned his summiier plumage elsewhere. A few straggling I>ine
Grosbeaks, (une 25 th January), and an occasional small flock of Snow-
flakes (one i ith Vebruary) were the only representatives of these
frequently abundant species.

It is often asserted, however, by ornithologists that in their favorite
study, at ail seasons and in every localiry, the diligent student is sure of
some reward, arid that there is niuch truth iii this dlaim the following
further records wvill slow:

.Robin.-One secn i8th January on Wellington Street, by Prof.
Macoun. MNr. Fletcher also reports one, a fine male, in Arcliville on
i 2th Marchi, and anothcr has been reported as appearing several tinies
in New Edinburgh. It is possible that ail these records refer to the
sanie individual-perhaps a wounded bird that wvas unable to undertake
the hardships, of mi-igra.tion, and 'vas yet so forturiate as to find food
throughout the severe weather.

Prairie Hor;zcid Lairl..-(O. ait es/ris praicola). On 2 7th February
threc or four were scen along the roads on the Experimiental Farm.


