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NESTING OF WV1LSON'S SNII'E.

On the 17th ot MIay, 1905, as 1 was passing through a patch
of low grouiid overgrown with secoind-growvth %vilows, a rather

large-sized bird lushed fromn a spot a few feet from where 1 had
jumped over a neck of water. 1 did flot see the exact place -rom
whichi the bird had lowvn, but the fluttering Sound of ber wving
caught my ear, and locking ahiead I saw the creature, who witb

outspread tail and wvings, wvas fluttering on the damp earth, and
wità lier long bill dowii in the mud wvas giving vent to a series of
squeaking scunds. 1 knew,% at once that this bird had flusheJ from

a nest, and ilhat the object of her action-, was to draw mv atten-
ticn frorn sonicthing that she wvas very desirous to conceal ;but a

litule res.,arcli revealed a nest contain'ng four heautifuil etrgs.
These were of a glossv vehlowv or olive hue, hieavily hiotched on

the larger end, and marked ail over the surface wvitil varving spots

of browvnishi-black; and, as 1 afterward nloted, were about one-third
inictibated. lIn size th;:. were a!iotit one and ai half inche.' ini

lengtlh by one and one-tenth hroad. A clunip of iviIio% a

little elevated %,tood about six fée froi hIe pool wver which the

bird had flown, and rnidwvay bctweesi the wvater ani the wvillo'vs,
which overhung jr, the îîest was placed. This wa:s sinmply a

sligbt depres?4on made by the bird iii the rnoss and Jry gr;iss, and

except frorn uts concealed situation and being t littie more *-c-

panded, there wvas no particular distinction betweeî it andi Ihose

0t the more fan'iliar kihideer ployer andi spotteti sandpiper. thouigh

the ining %vas probahly of a warmier texture, being of fine dry

grass, wbile the eggs, as iii the case of aIl th,- ground-nesting

wvaders, were arranged with the small ends inward. At that time

1 was niot aware that - the snipe," of wvbich there is but one

species to be found in Ontario, had 1 Zcome a summer residenit (if

our ileigliborbood ; and as there ivere re-tons for hehieving that

the woodý..o"-k nested here, 1 did îlot pay tme ;tten'io:î to ihic Ilui-

tering bird across the pool that the case required, and so made

the serious mi'.take that the uîest andi eggs befo-e me ývcre those

of the latter bird. On comp:uring those eggs with a specirnen of

the egg of the woodcock 1 saw at once that there wvas a wide

différence-not, however. so much in size tir torm as iii color and
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