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Thfis is flot the firs;t tinme that the restless spirit of innovation, so
conspictiously displayed in this en,..etmieiut, lias practised its legfisiative

expeimets nd apries pontheancent uripruenc oFthlis colony.
O ur IProvi ncial legiito flriie inypoi fecklessness, in-
eapaeity and prejudice ; tlie work of men Il vho liad not frced thiem-
selves froia the shacklus or autliority, or soarcd abuve the miess of
p)rejudice." A distinguîsled writer, and on1e who ]îad thouglht inueli
and profouadly upon these, su1jects, rumarks that Ilin addition to com-
p)rehieisivcuiess of niind and rectitude of intention, an enliglîtenced
lawgiver sl;ould be -wcll iiaforinced as to litts-of the local situation,
cliniate, bodily constitution, niannier;s, legal customs, religion, wvants
and wishes of those ivithli orn lie lias to del"These are the strata,
lie requires ; and thiese arc the circumstances ivhicli lie miust respect.
Above aUl, the legisiator should, bc exempt from blinding prejudice and
presumption, and should possersIý, in a higli degrec, the genius of legis-
lative adaptation. Ia rcading over our Statute B3ook, any mnan, familiar
%vithi the laws and circunistances of this country, îvill ofiea liave to
lamnent the absence of this reacli of mmnd, and of this spirit of lionesty
and respect for existing laws. Hc NvilI, frcqluently, percuive tliat the
higlier qualifications, above alludcd to, are flot displ, yed ia our Statutes,
nor by our legisiators, cithier in cnacting nev laws, or in adapting for-
cigva -Statutes to 'uvhat lias been so frcquently denomiinated flc rvants,
progress and development of thîe Colony; teris ia theinselves of vast, but
vague signification, and whose meaning, iwlîen they are assigned as
x-aotives, or the basis of legislation, requires a close and serutinizing
anialysis. IWe sliall not be accused of opposing the introd uction, from a
iùbreiga source, of good laws, wiseiY adapted to the ]?rovince, and cau-
.tiously selectedl as an improvemnent upon wvliat wc, possess. Sucli an
-opposition îvould be indicative of a deplorable Nvaat bothi of patriotisnî
and coinnioîî sense. But wliat ive do protest against is thie rude and
abrupt abolition of our old lavs and custonis, whicli are very good,.iftcr
ail; and thue transferring by arbitrary enactunent, the laws of~ a distant
country to this Province, wvitlout tliat salutary cire and precaution,
ich elshiould atttend suclimeasures. As a geineral ruletiese innovaitionis

should be preccdcd by prudent and preparatory changes: and shiould suei
changes be too slow, or, in some cases, impracticable, yet, %vlen foreiga
Statutes are introduccd, they slîould be so modificd, and thecir extent auJ
provisions should be rendercd so clcar, as to guard a.gainist ill axbigtiity,
so, far as possible, iii the intention of the leiltror any uacertainty
ia the practical. operation of thec Act. In wisingi te profit by the
-legisiative wisdom of otiier countries, the Legisiature tannot be to
precise in its language, or too circunispect in adopting tiie cnacting
clauses of forei'ga laws. They shonld bc inade to hiarinonize, as nîucli
es possible, with the existing jurisprudence ; thereby avoiding those
cansnaring lacuineç, vitb. vhîich our laws are beginning to, abound.


