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act out the imperatives of the only
oracle that speaks in a language he can
understand.

It is eminently ini the possession of a
free individual conscience that the
tranquility and hiarmony of the race as
a whole can be ma:ntained. T1he
worid wvas a long iirne reaching this
truth, and stili there are rnany who be-
lieve that they ha.ve consciences, and
that ail the rest of the world have none.
It is flot extravagant to, say that in
religion, more than in any other insti-
tution in society, has hot-headed pas-
sion played the tyrant. The history of
religion is a history of wars. But the
question is settled, and settled forever,
that if man is ever to know himself he
must excinde superstition and head-
strong prejudice from the temple of
reason while the spirit within communes
with its God. That creed wllich does
not uphoid the suprenlacy of the indi-
vidual conscience should not be classed
with Christian faiths.

And a conscientious rational act of a
person should always be respected no
inatter how wrong it may seemn to
others. But the act must be con-
scientious and rrnust be rational. Then,
Iogically, he does no wrong, for he
violates no law of bis understariding.
Let the public denounce hinn neyer so
bitterly, before God he is j ustified ; else
you must accept the absurd alternative
that he is censurable for doing --hat he
believes to be right. Many -5.;gn lit-
tde or no value to conscience because
there is no uniformity about its deci-
sions. What one does another would
undo. Which one is right 'è It seems
strange that these natural and neces-
sary differences; of opinion, which
everywhere preva', should be classed
in the categories of right and ç7rong ;
for it is a happy thing that men do dif-
fer. Just as soon as ail people corne
to the sarne opinion progress wiil corne
to a dead hait. The dlock of mental
energy viill then Ibe run down. The
history of four thousand years shows
littie tendency toward a universai
agreement of hurnanity in its opinions.

Homogeneity is the very symbol of
inertness, while différences; promnote
activity. The chemist wveil knows that
there can be no activity between the
samne or simnilar substances-no new or
h:-gher compound formed. Nature is a
mixture of actions and re actions cen
tering round and affecting the spon-
taneous man. 'Ihe minority or so-called
wrong opinions in the world are neces.
sary to the existence, the limitation and -
the furtherance of the majority or so-
called riglit opinions. Such truths ab
wve now rest in as too insipid for discus-
sion have made their way from smal
centers of development around which
persecution once raged rampart. Thle
inertia of the werld's understanding is
overcome at an awful price. These-
settled truths are but part of that whole
truth which makes the invisible archi-
tecture of civilization as yet haîf finished
and unappreciated and uncompre-
hended by man.

Right and wrong opinions, so called,
together make up the checks and bal-
ances of our social and politicai struc-
ture. As new generations corne into
being and branch out in different man-
fiers, degrees and directions, these po-
liticai relations and social inconveni-
ences rnust be constantly readjusted
and repaiïe' iii cournteraction of' this
spontaneous differing, and thus the
rnachinery of human deveioprnent gues
on. And it is only as each individual
foiiows the true dictates of a rational
conscience as the Divine Author in-
tended that a proper difference of
opinion will exist.

What is a hero ? What bas he that
others have flot ? The unflinching
courage and caliess thai reigned over
the soul of that martyr sirnpiy indicates
that on bis side was conscience, whichi
in reaiity had itself made the stand,
had sustained him, in a halo of serenity
against the rage of infuriated rnobs.
Now, when the inartyr 'ras paid for the
satisfaction of beiieving- as he thought
right by giving up bis head, men cheer
and laud him to, the skies for his nmar-
velious deeds and for the persecution


