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way of cxplaining tlhis difficîîlty is by
niaking a comparison between the words
"strive " and Ilseek;" thus inferring that
if yoin only Il seek," you May find1 but
if you "lstrive," you will certainly suc-
ceud. But this does not reconcile the
aipparent contîradliction of this test with
others, sucli as Il Ie that seeketh find-
,etlî." Akud aithougli "lstrive" is an ew-
pliatic word, signifying to ivrestle or con-
tend; yet Il seck"I is also a strange ex-
pression, denoting life or vigour in the
enterprise. The whole difficulty is re-
inoved by takzing away the fîîll stol) fromn
the end of this verse, and joinirng it withi
the next clause, thuis: "M.Nany will seek
to enter ini, and shiail nlot be able, whenl
once the Master of the bouse is risea Up,
and liath slmt the dloor," etc. The "lstrait
gate" refers to the wicket or sniall door
in the large gate of an eastera bouse,
which Nvi1l barely admit a single person.
Eacli must enter into the kingdoxn of
hecaven for inîscif, and hoe can take no
bundies of we.1lth, pride, or worldincss
witlî him Wlhen a feast was given, a
sufficient time wvas alloNved the guests
to arrive; aftcrwards there could be no
disturbance by late corners, especially
as ail the seats were appropiated accord-
in- te tic rank of cachi. (Luke xiv. 9.)
Wlien the master cf the bouse rose from
bis usual place to attend the féast, hie
ordcred the gate to be shut; upon whichi
the porter (if tliere werc one) lcft the
door, andi no more could be admitted.
Our Lord made sundry allusions to thiis
custoin, to teacli us the solcinn lesson
that a man may hegin to pray 'wbcn it
is coo lae. (Prov. i. 28 )

THZ ENOWLEDGE 0F CHISIT.

MARY, xiii. 32. -"But of that day and
of that lîour kuowcth no mia, no, not
the angels wbicli arc in beaven, neitiier
the Son, but the Father"I The per-
fect humanity of Jesus Christ is ad-
raittcd to be a doctrine of the New Tes-
tament, in lbarînony with the doctrine
of lus essezitial Deity. "And without
couîtroycrsy, great is tbc mystcry of god-
liness; God wvas manifcst in the fl1sh. I
(1 Tim. iii. 16.) The natures wcre dis-
tinct, tbough in union. The attributes
and fanctions of eacb nature wcre dis-
tinct aiso. Then, thoughi as God lie
knew ail thingrs, uplield ail things, and
in his intinite %visdoin Lad arrangcd nil

DISM AND EXPOSITION.

tbings, even unto the end of time yet
none of the attributes of bis Deity wero
communicable to luis humanity. His
infinîte knowledgc, as God, would
tlierefore be no more communicnted te
bis buman mind than ornnîpresence to
bis person. His mission bcing to hum-
bic bimself, tbat guilty man mighit Le
savcd-to obey and suifer in baman na-
ture-lt is for that nature omniscience
is disclaimcd.

PREROGATIVE OF CHRIST.

MARàiK.5. 40.-"lBut to sit on myrigbt
band and on my left bmand is flot mine
to give ; but it s/wtt be given Io thent for
wliom it is prepared."1

Christhkuew the error under wbich
the apli cants prescnted their request
in the tbirty-scventb verse. Tbey sîsp-
posed that, notwitlistanding Chrisî's
hunmble condition, lie woîuld ere long
assume tlîe dignity and exercise the
poiver of an carthly nîonarch. Under
tbis erroneous impression, James and
Jolin ask-ed for lîonoîîr, place, and
power. B3ut Jesus turned tlie thîougbts
of uic suppliants awray from a temporal
kingdom to a beavenly one, and dirc-
ted their attentiffi to the erisis -%vhen,
ia tlue exorcise of bis lîigh prerogative
as God, hc slîould assigal to ail thoir
final portion%' And ini tluis view lie said
Il I is nlot mine to give, but to those for
whvom it is prcparcd" Tlîe words ia
illes arc flot in (lie original, but werc

inserted by thîe translators. Tlîe pas-
sage, relievcd of the Italie -%vordls, is an
utterance of Clîrist's Godlîend, and con-
tains an assertion of bis riglit te fix the
eîerîîal destinies of iin to sciai cl1 thcir
Iîearts, to knowv who are prepnred for
his lhingdom, and for whom it is pre-
pared.

CHRIST SUPERIOR TO A'GELS.

IlEu i. 10-12.--" Thon, Lord, in the
beginning bast laid tîze foîîndations of
the cartb, and thec heavcns are tbe
works o *f tliine bîands; tbey sball. per-
isb, but thon remainest; and tbey all
shall wax old as dotlî a garinent ; and
as a vesture shaIt thou fold tlien up,
and tbecy shall bceclîanged; but thou
art the smc, and tby years shall not
l'ail.11


