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known that Mr. Chiase was a candidate for the domocratie nomin-
ation for the presidency, though ho had been one of the foundors
of the Ropub1ican party. Chief Justice Chase was succeeded in
1873 by Presidont Grant's appointment of another Ohio man,
Morrison R. Waite, who was 57 years of age when appointed,
and served until 1888, when hoe was succoeded by the present
chief justice, Melville W. Fullor, appointed by President Cleve-
land. Mr. Fuller is a native of Maine. Ho was, when appointed,
55 years of age, and was 64 on February 11, 1897. He is the
seventh of the cbief justices of the Supreme Court, and bas served
titus fur- a br-iefer- toi-m tban any of his predeceêsors sinoe Chief
Justice Ellsworth.

COKE AND BACON-TftE G'OPSERVAT[VE LAWYE1R
AND TEE LA W REFORMER. 1

Sir Edward Coke usod to ttay :-" If I arn asked a question of
common law, I should ho asharned if I could not immediately
answor it; but if I arn askod x question of statute law, I should
bo ashamed to answer it without roforring to tbe statute books."

If any ono ovoî knew ail about the common law, Coke was
undoubtedly the man. With a constitution that was proof
against illness and fatigue, with a memory that nover relaxed its
grasp, ho gave to the study of the common law ail bis available
time and energy, frorn bis youth until ho died in extrome old
age. lis loarning, vast but net varied, bogan and ended with
the common law, for- which hoe onteî-tained feelings of roverenco
amounting to fanaticism. le said that there woro rules of the
law foi- which no roason could bo givon; a circumstance that in
bis eyes clothed them with a mystot-icus sanction, and conferî-ed
on thom an additional value. A moiro dry legist, ho caî-ed moire
foi- the six caî-pontoî-s tlian hoe did foi- the soven sages of Gi-oece.
Possessing not the slightest tincturo of geneîal literatu-e, scorn-
ing ail foî-oign systema of law, as woll as the philosopby of law
in general, which ho considered to be mattors wbolly irrelevant
and speculative, ho was porfectly at homo with. executory
devises, contingent remainders, shifting and springing uses, and
ail the other technicai creations of the law of tenures, which
made up a groat part of the common iaw. One could easily

1'From an address deiivered by Hon. U. M. Rose, of Arkansas, before
the Virginia li3r Aegocigtion,.at it4 lut~ meeting at Old P~oint ComfoTý
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