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apî>stolic simplicil.y of doctrine and worsliip, and wlien i. broad denomna-
tinal charity lias developed into an ali-comprehensive and almost bolundless
re.ligionis iicenti.,usniess, the people need, abuve ail thing'is, the authentie bis-
tory of apostîîiic Ohristianity, demonstrating as it dues, the tttr abrogation
of everything ritualistie and sacerdotal. in short, the whlole %world needs to
be brought back to, Pnd broughit up to this oid Word of God as the one andl
unchangeable standard of morals, faith, îvorship and life ; and the great Mis-
sion of tiâe one- true Chnireh-the angel of Gud-isq to keep us ail to this
%Vord as the everlasting verity, and to tolerate no deviation frorn it, accord-
ing to the commandmients, L~aditions and theories of mnen.

We miust itîduistriouisiy disseminate, ihis Gospel Book, as if it were ini
e'Very detail anid particular, as necespary and as suitable for to-daty as for auîy
dlay preceding, as if it %vere indeedl Il tzrl«tsfiïig "-beyond change or auierd-
nient or improvement-as if, in place of beinZ hehixîd our acre, heforî' if.
And "vveriasting " it ia, because (1) it einanated froni the heartoand îiuind oif
the everlasting God, wvith whomn is no variabieness oir siiador oif turn-
ing ; hecause (2) its grand central figure is tho divine Son, Ilthe Lamb slaii
fromi the foinidation of the werid "-our wvorld being but the stage toi which
the divine drama, Il The Christ " xvas to be enacted, and timie anîd historx'
being but the accînnpaniments, the scenery, the subordinate suppor-ters iii
the deveiopmient and manifestation cif this central idea of God ; this Uo's-
pei is e-verlast.iing, because (3) it deals with mnan 's moral and spiritu-l nature,
which is radically and substantialiy tlie same to-day that it was in the daýys
(If Cain and Nimirodl, of Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrtis, of .Julius (asrun
Jesuis Christ. Mally woxîderful changes have passed c,ver the world and its
pî-iulation silice Ulien, 1 grant ;civilization heu taken the place of rude bar-
l)arisni, the persistent industrýv (if science has divulged aud iitilized mnany oif
nature's inysteries, popuilar groverniments and restle2s inventions have greatly
ronltiplied ail our doinestie and social coniforts ; but mien and woînen, what-
ever their knowNledgýe and whiatever their improvcdl modes oîf living and tra-
velling alid cîîiuicia thoulght, are, beyond ail cliýipute, still spiritually,
failen and lîîst ; (4) This f(lospel is I el sin, bt-cause it holds îiut fi'
these ruined and lîîst ones, a conpleted, finiislied, everast-ii g salvation. Thé,

îhiîucs-herein îîrovided is '' everlastin" r" becausq it is divine-th lie ~r-
snnal righteousiiebs of Il (itid inanifest iii the fleali thefl pi (tee ht-rein sîmioken
(if is " verlasting," bt-cause it is pence ,roiiide(l on and flowving frorîx the
wçOrk and sufU;cring, cf God Hiniseif ; the nife herein offered is Ileverlastiing."
hecause it is tht- life of the eternai, Jehîivali*; and the kiiî jilt-î- tii which itpoilits
is 4'everl-.stin,,," bt-cause it is not of this worlcl, but stands beyond ani
abuive tinie iii eti'fIl itif.

-Mea and bret.hren, let us endeî)vour to receive deep int or souils tht-
ruught.y mneaning of this word Ilevûrlasting ! " In mieiiEuts of despon-
diiey, ivhen wve haye reason to fear our ivork is a failuro, we i-ay be liard
tenilted to doubt iwhethier this simple ancient Bible Gospel iviii mcdL satis-
factîîriiy the demiands cf ou-: restless aud azgressive aire, whether, ii iese
tiiiies <if sucli intense practicaliness and rapid scientitie enterpýrise, whcn, fruînx
the- wonder-lauids of astrcnonxy, geology, chemistry, and comrparative ania-
ti'îny the excited cry, Eureia ! Eureka-! is t-ver and 'aiicn burstin-, sonie-
thing else and souiething more than thiis cldest of ail books niay niit, îîer-
ha1is, he nt-eded. 0ur text osuglit tcî settie ail such doubt and debate ani
reassiure ourlîcarts. Thmis Biblé-Gîîspel is Ileverla-stiing," while Earth, Tinie,
andl Man corne in only as sa niany links iii the long chain of its auitecedents
nîld consequents. ' ooking at the historý- of the- last four centuries, we can-
ni-t belli standing anxazed at the iardi of ight inelcadiîîIDg<u
inti, the- future, already blsoigwith the promlise (if boulndless possibili-
ties, ont- dares not venture tiu jredict u-hat the- achievenients of icience and

riii.s1,y echanics, commerce -vid politics niay lie ; our )wn descendants
xviii, no d<oiubt, contenmplate wids a quiet mnile our bojastel i'ivilizati<în and

exuiiî asuriosities in some, nuseunti specimens <if î.iir l--test xmachinery


