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sensitive apparatus. 111 the centre of the retina is the yellow spot
whichi is the most sensitive part of the argan, and here the rods
and canes are packed in greatest: abundance. From the retina,
sliitly ta the left of the yellow spot, the optic nerve proceeds to
the brain. The only praperty, apparently, of the retina, and of
the aptic nerve, is that of receiving7 and transmnitting to tHe brain,
the impression of externifi objects. Tiiese orga ns have been cut
and pricked without causing any pain to the animais subimittedt to
those experimients, but it is generally supposed that irritation of
the aptic nerve causes thîv sensation of light. Behind the cornea
is fouind the iris, an annular opaque diaphram, which constitutes
the colared part of the eye. It is perforateci by an aperture called
the pupil, which varies in shape ini the different species of
animais. The iris is composed of a large number of nîuscular
fibres, whichi are sa arranged, tlîat one set of these fibres effects
Mi1en necessary its contraction, wvhi1e another dialates the
pupil.

It iow remiains ta describe the transparent media that occupy
tHe interior of the eye-g-lobe, and thraugi wvhich the rays of lighit
miust pass before they reach the retina, and farmi an it the images
of externai abjects. Inimediately behiind the corner is the aqueous
humour, wvhiciî fuls the anterior, and liosterior chiambers, that
lie betwvcen the cornea and the lens. As its name imiplies, it is
very neariy pure wvater, wvitli a mere trace of albumen and
chiaride af sodium. Opposite and behînd the pupil, lies the
crystailine lens. Ini formi, this is a double convex lens with sur-
faces of unequal curvature, the posterior being the mast convex.
It is enclosed in a transparent membrane called its capsule. A
micrascopic examinatian af the substance, or body of the lens,
reveals ai structure af wonderful beauty. Its whole mass is comn-
posed of extreniely minute, elon-ated, ribbon -like structures,
commionly called the fibres of the lens. These fibres are arranged
side by side iii lamiellae ; they -ire sa placed as ta give ta the
anterior and posterior surfaces, the apîîearaiice af a central star
with meridian Unes. Taovards tHie centre, the lens gradually
increases in densiity, and at the satne time, i refracting power.
To tlîe anteriar surface of thc capsule, near its margin, is fixed a
firni transparent membrane known as the suspensory ligament.


