
THE PROTESTANT.

very clearly established that the idea of Madonna and chila ("(my
Lady" and r.hild> -%as derived fr'ini the Babylonians who bad an
image of' Semiramis, their famous Queen, holding ber son
Tammuz in ber arms, to wvhich they rendered divine worship. Ia
that pamphlet it is shown tbat IlFrom Babylon this worship of the
rnother and the child spread Io the enxds of the ivboie earlb. In
Egypt, the mother and child were worshipped under the names of
Isis and Osiri:3; in Greece, as Pemeter and Couros ; ia Asia Mi.
nor, as Cvbele and AtUn ; and even in Thibet, la China, and Ja.
pan, the Jesuit Missinnaries were astonished to find the exact
counier-part of Madonna and her child as devoutly worshipped as
aI. Romelitself'. Shing Moo, Ilthe Holy Mother," in China, is re.
presented ia a niche with r. babe ia her arms, and a glory around
her, exactly as if iRoman Catholiça artists hiad beeti employed to
set her up."i

Returning to tbis subjecI., tbe nuthor writes ns follows: and we
feel persuaded evcry reader will find bis remarks deeply interest-
ing:-

"h I bas been shown already, that la ancient Babylon, just as in
modern lome, a mother and a child were worshipped with most
devoted revererce. It is now to be proved that the child worship-
ped in ils motbcr's arms wvas set up) as tbe avowed rival of Christ.
and :hat that rival Christ of ancient pagan Babylon is the very idol
whiclh the Papaoy lias adr.utOd in. gospel times in opposition to the

,living Saviour. The hero-godl wborn the Babylonians wvorsbippéd
as a litte child, allier perf'orming exploits Nvbicb gaiaed for hlm
the highest renown, and showing the world hov men migbt enjoy
the pleasures ' of sin without any fèar of tbe wratb of a lioly God,
ivas cut off by a violent death la the mnidst of a career of Glory.
Whiea tbe newvs of bis death spread abroad, the devotees of' plea-
sure feit as if the best benefactor of iaankind were gono, and &cthe
gaieîy of nations eclipsed." Loud ivas the wail tbat everywhere
ascended 10 beaven for so dire a catastrophe. Thon betcan those
"wcepings for Tamnmuz," in the cuilt of wbich tbe dau.ghLers of

Israel allowed themnselves to be implicated, arnd the existence o f
which can be tracccl in the literatui'e of the wvorld, from IJîtima
Thule to Japan. Taough the death of bier warlikie son, on whose
prowe.ss the mother had mamaly depended, gave a rude sbock lo
ber power, yet ber resolution and unbounded ambition were la no-
wise checked. On the conîrary, ber ambition look a stili higher
fiight. ln life ber son had been hoaored as a hero ; ini death she
will bave him worshipped as a god,-yea, as the womau'e promis.
ed seed (Zero.asfdta), who was, destîned to brui;e lie serpent's


