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PROôGRSS OF hiLéING IN BIRITISH
COLUJMBIA.

EXTItACT PRtOU flPOftT OP MR. WILLIAM
FLEET EOflSRT8ON, 1.AP.g., PRtOVIN-

CIAL MINEItALOG19T.

The Province -il British Columbia, al-
though as yet o.îil in ita early stages of
miner'jil devêlopmeýt, bas e.atored intp the
complù'y of -the gréat minèral prod>ucing
coun ics of' the weill, witli no uncoýrtain

sp. Confidence in ber fûtture là ùe
upon the rioh promises of the many pnrtly
devêldped nttiee, whiéh as yUt prcdomiMate;
promiges th te a It4rge oxýent are gLuar-
autee- by ti4p ýres3ul itiow bWng oIîtained
froip''thno cJtm'pareativoly fewv mines, Whiuh
have as yet beau sufIcieratly doveloped te
bocoine producors. Attention is direceod te
the comparalively repecnt growtlî of jode
mininw, andt*o flie ireiy iûereased produc.
tien of recent years, such production beaing
now'ýeÏgbt or aine time8 what it ivas la
1894;ý or over twonty tînes as grena*as in
1893.<,ls

Ii,ôréaBed p'roduction during the ls
yer, isi te- be noted -in gold-both plucer
and iode; also ln copper ; wvhile the out-
put of coal, from the Vancouver Island
colleries atone, bas brokôn ail procmeus
records, te wlieh nÏuét Btift'ho addêd the
outp't of thé' Crow8 Neat:, Pats Colliiry,
whieh only commonced shîpping ln :No-
vomber.

White the total mineral production of
the pfbvincés.how8 ap, iflcretae, evos.ovor
last ertke »iiorease la net- as marked as
it would have bean but fgr the 8s-orjous
droÈîhng ofrin thi output of silvor-lead

Thê'reaoidXôr tbij decreaso seems te ho
the U'nüusulylow piice of itlver during the
Icttei- part of*1897 s"d baginýing oE.1I898,
togef4ir with the urýcertaint as te the
future .prîce~ o1 the"net81. or the time
beingthis p èalyzea piany oxisuing von.
ture4 axtd preyeýnted riew ones beiug start-
cd t<d work properties of this nature. The
.ropl'in price, corning as it did, shbýtly
aller 4. rise ln the dù!ty oiièd imperited
into *fll, UnfiWd Stat .ç, thoni our only mar-
ket, dterrid, many of our mines îirÔm
st.artingworkfthls sbâoén. WVen thedpice
of silver inoreased again, la the lat tei.alf
of tlîyear, it ivas thýèn to<> ate te bogin
opera iôns f«rf ibis séason.

Ajin', thý cortainty of the cempletion
this yeài of the Canadian Paifi Railway's
branch througli the Orow's Nes,, ~Pss,
bringing with it ch«èpecr fixél and tians-
portatiffi2 abd se eii-biig our native
8smelfýur t te Ctif.peOI for Crus, bas induced
many large produe6i% te c&àûfne ýh6i r at-
tontionù'to deve1Opmýht and blo'.Icing.out
of theïr' ore býi8 holàing bgck ihipippnts
until suobh tiràe as the Ùow conîditions should
take,>qft'eut, «and higher ne*t values might
bu obtained for the produets ofthe mines.

])ecîéase frein tais cause la a heuithy
sigu, and next yeàar ehoul1dsbow icvery
materia11:' ihcériebd dntpmt of this oiisà of
ore.

Th~ ~Wpbaucionof copper dur-
ing the past year bas been marked, whilti

t pruient ma.rket price of the nta3,
. %ould. it bo xnaintained, tviii have _t41i
effeot of bringing into the list of producers
a aumbor of new properties, and next yoar
aiay bo 1-ked forward to for a greatly
hicreased productiop.

Whi.le it is unlikoly that; 18-cent copper

bas cone te stay any longth of tinio, stili
ive have it frein aiu nolcnoîvlodged nul ber.
ity on the A morictin copper market that 16
cents ilh probably bue the average price
for 1899.

The ivory groigtly inc'rouséd tonnage of
th'o ycar from the Iode inte, i to bu noted,
and comiunr no it doe8 'front mnes of low
gadoe«neà ilîs that ti coiiàs'doi.ble anoutt ef
attenton is being :îttricted to tho large
low grade propositiçnis wvhich tntil roent-
ly have beon untouicheil.

CAPITAL.

The importance, and often the absoluto
necessity, of'ca>ital, ta bring a rîet
through theodoooîtt the produci ig
stage is well cogniLôd by our prospecting
class,* but a£~ the saine lime they fîiil te
recognize tho>ribk capital rurîs in putting
money into a prospect on which litilo or
ne coWclusive devolopi)ment lias been dotte.
lit con1'8'quencu, the prices atiked for prop.
ortie8z,ÇÈ this dQ'scriptiosi have beon se high
that the holders of' meoy were net jiisîi-
fied in s,) riskipg it

That there le in the country ample capi-
tal, ready aud more than willing te invest
la any 1property showing values froni deoua-
ite devolopinent, ia beyond question, but
the money necccssary te bring.i property
up te the requisite peint lias often beeu
found .bard te obtain.

The7nAbnoyed mon or their agents are
usually wiiling, working on a bond, to
guaranteo te 8pend in development werk
deflaite amounts ivithin a flxed tirno, aînd
se develop the preporty in question.

The gyeat trouble seenis te bo lu the de-
mand '.for cash paymaents. te ho made se
soon flitit it is 'impossible that suffieient de-
velopment sbould be donc ir, time.

Thusê the texîins, rather than the anoutt
of thorbbnd, are what have p;reveiited the
davclopment hoped for, and the country is
tied up, inactive, througgh îvhat appears
te ho the unrensonabienos of the pros.
pector.

Thero i8, however, anothor sido te the
question, whiqh I think it migIht be well te
bring before the capitalist.

The- prespecteor, onduring privations and
rianning dangers innumerable, spends bin
whele tiinre scéduring the meet reobe part8
OÙ the *mountains for prospect8 ; ho bas ne
oither meanst of iivelihood, and must have
rneney eneugh te buy food andi supplies,
se that when hoe cornes te tie u P 21 p!ospect
in~ a bond, though parfectly wilIling te
"istand la with the capitulist on the gain-
hIe," stili ho must have enough ca.,h toeon-
able hlm te gût eut into theo mountains

* igain te discover noir prepertàes. The do-
mand for a small cash payment le thus net
as unressont4blo as it at firsi see.

1 amn glad te, say, huivever, that tbero
Beem ta ho a deci'iodiy notter mutual
understanding coming about, the oflect, of
,çhich should be shortiy falt.

ATLIN GOLD FIELDS.

Public attention bas rcently been se
much drawn to- the placer discovories ln

NorLèYxCasii ' tW nèigV 'bôrU1o'd o?
Atla Lake, that the bost available înform-
&.t-)n h'as7 beon collocted îvith roforonco te
this litt1ùýknown district.

A sk'etch mal) lbà~ bcon «pýrparcd by tito
Lands and Woiks Departinent freM data
thuscoilected, shoNving thot portion of the
couatry.

The Information as te the actual amount
oif gol. brought out in 1898 la someirbat

uncortain, but, by oollecting this (tata ru-
garding ainounts of which actual figures
have been obtined, il. is obtimfatud that the
output ivas about $75,000.

The iptttcor discoverios at Atlil, white in
tinsc Ivas important, ha:ve still grconter
imaportance, in drawving publie attention to
t ho existence-weil known localy-of the
great plaer gold boit, exîouiugt) tue îvholo
Iength of the Province, from WiId Horte
Crekl, in EatKootoiiay, iiur the United
States botnudary (wbich is ereditcf\vith a
total output of sente $ýO,000,0O0), in a
i;rtlîwesterly dirôction along tho weostern
siope of the Roecies, through the faimous,
caribou und wijoining gold fields, and stili
further en through Atiu to the Yukon
gold fields in the Northwest Torritories.

Between Atti and C'&riboo there la stli
a vast extent of teriitory îvhichli asi as yet
been littie prospocted, and wbich may
eveittafly prove as rich as itsnoighbor8 on
eithcr sido.

As aIre-idy forcshadowed lu Iast yoar's
report, there is strong evidence to show
thut the gold of Atli is not conflned te

placer îvorkings. Samples of' very rich
gold-be.aring quartz frora prospects thera
hiave :drendy been broughtdown, and upon
Liiese prospects somo developient, will ho
made this corng yEar. Wliother this dis-
triut ivill eventually prove rich in Iode
mines, it is too carly te prediet, as little
attention hw. as yet beau given to anything
but placer gebis. Samples of cinni bar have
beon recoived from thero for assay by thig
dopartinent, and found to contain 26 par
cent. rnoreury.

Output from the mines of British Col-
unbia for the ycar onding Deeni.r,

Mutais......................... s6,172,766
Coul ........................... 3,407,575
coke ...... 006......... 175,000
Other material ................ 151;500

Total....................... $10)906,861
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