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the announcement that God had thus visited IHis creatures
* Good tidings of greut joy.'

 But there is a biiel word of pointed and searching signi.
ficance in this message, ‘The angel smd, * Unto svz is born
a Saviour.' Isthat true of cach one of us?  Is this Choste
mas day a mockery, reminding usof a hope that s not vurs—
of a heaven in which we haveno right nor part?  Dues con-
science tell us to-day that we have looked upon the hght
that shone at Bethlehem with apathetic eyes, and heard the
angel’s message with unbeheving hearts, so that practically
no Savivur has been boin unto us?  Why do you keep this
day as a festival, my hearer? 1 can tell you why you may.,
1f you will receive it, the angel’s message is to you person-
ally ; unto g 1s born o Saviour who will forgive your past
sin, and shuclt you from its consequences,~who will
cnnoble your future hfe and sustain and comfort under
the inevitable sorrow and suffering awaiting and who will
receive you into an cternal and happy home at the end of
your biriel sojourn here,  May nat this Christmas pass until
cach one has received the abnding peace and yuy ol the angel's
message into the depths of his heart.”

After the service, Miss Martell, with glistening eves, said
to Harcourt, **1 am glad you heard that seunon,”

¢ 1 adnut,” he teplicd, with buwed head, ** that it is bet-
ter thao my old philusophy. I think lHemstead must have
written it for me.”

As the young cleqryman helped Lottic into the sleigh, she
whispered :

** You wrote that scrmon for we."

Both were nght. Hematead had preached Chrnst, whois
God's embodied truth, meant alike, and alike adapted to
every human heart.

CHAPTER XXXUL—THE END OF THE “JEsT ™

It is a common impression that impending disasters cast
thetr shadows befvte 3 and especiaiiy w the tealn of
fictiwn we do find that mu: h 15 made of presenuments, which
are usually fultidled ina vory dramatic way. Lot the close
observer of real life, to a large degree, loses faith in these
bodings of all. e lcarus that sumbic smpiessiuns result
more oftén from a defective digestiun and disgqucied con-
science than any other cause ; and that, atter the phanuiest
forebodings, the days pass in unusual screneness.  Not that
this is always true, but it would almoust scem the rule.
Pethaps mote distress is caused by thuse trvubles which
never come, but which are feared and wournizd over, than
l{z glosc which do come, teaching us, often, patience aad

ith,

Does not experience show that disastets and trials more
often visit us, like the ““thief in the night,” unexpectedly 2

At any rate, 1t so occurred to Hemstead and Lotiic onthe
dreary Monday that followed their glonfied Sabbath. And
yet, never did a day open with a fairer promise.  Thete was
a cloudless sky add and a crystal carth.  The mystic peace
of Christmas seemed to have been breathed even mto bleak

December ; for the air was suld and stll, and the shadows
of slender trees crept acress the snow as steadily as that
made by the sun-dial on the lawn.

Within doors all appeared equally serene.  The fire
bumed cheenly upon thie hearth when Hemstead came down
to breakfast. \What was of far more imponance, the hight
of love glowed bnghtly 1n Lottie’s cyes, asshe beamed upon
him across the table; and the spell which hept ham, un-
thinking, unfeaung, in the beatified present, scmained un-
broken.

But the darkest shadows were crecjang tonarnld Toth,

To any situated as they wete, and n then condiuon of
mind and heait, a mere anahening would have been a 1ude
shock. Some onc had only to show them, with the remorse-
less logric of this woutld, what all theit heavenly cmotions in-
volved, in ordet to causc perplexiiy and almost consterna-
tion. They could not loag dwell, lihe the smmortal gods,
on the Mount Olympus of their exalted feeling, subsisting on
the nectar and ambrosia of tones and glances.

Lottie was the fashionable dauvghter of an ultra-fashionable
mother and worldly father, in whose eyes sins against the
bcau moende were the wost irrationable and unpardonable.

Hemstead was a predestined home missionary, upon whom
the Christian Church proposed to inflict the slow martytdom
of five or six hundred a year.  Mrs. Marchmont but reflected
the judgment of the world when she thought that for two
young E:o e, thus situaled, to fall in love with each other,
would be the greatest possible misfortune.  Therefore, with
the sincerest sease of duly, and the very best intentions,
;he set about preventing it, after all the maschiel had been

one.

Likea pmdcn! lady, as she was, she first sought to get
sufficient information to justify her in speaking plainly to
both her.ncphew and nicce.  For this purpuse she drew
Addie out on Sabbathafternoon, asking herif she had noticed
anything peculiar in the manner of Hemstcad and Lottie
toward cach other. Then, for the first time, and with just
indignation, to het credit be it said, she leamnced of the
practical joke of which her nephew was to be the victim,
She skilfully drew from  hier daughter all the details of its
inception and the mode in which it had been canied out,
{or, 10 Addic’s supesrficial observation, Lottic was only in-
dulging in one of her old flirtations.  She ncither saw, nor
was she able to understand the change in Lottie's feclings
and character.  She also wronged Lottic by giving the im.
pression that she had nothing to do with the plot, with the
exception that she had promised not 1o intetfere.

Mirs. Marchinont could scarcely believe what she heard,
but Addic referred her 10 Bel, who confirmed her woids and
admitted that from the first she had “known it was very
wiong. but had not believad anything would come of it, until
it scemed too late.”

** Besides,” she sid, **Lottic told mcthat if I said a
wotd, or intetfered in any way, she would from that time
treat me as.a stranger, and she said it in & way that proved
shc meant it.  Therefore, whatever you do, picase let it ap-
pear that 1 have no Yan in "

“You surprise and shock me greatly,” said Mrs, March.
mont, * with all Lottie’s wild nonsease and fondness for
flirting, T would Dot have thought that ahe cou'd be guilty

-

of such deliberate and persistent effort to trifle with one so
sincere and good as Frank. The most heartless coquette
cauld scarcely call him faie game.  She puzzles me too, for
she doces not scem like one who 1s acting, but more like one
in earnsst, Besudes, look at the anterest alie 1s beginning to
tahe an religion.  She surely could not ewiploy such sacred
things for the purposes of mere fittation.”

But Bel soon converted Mrs. Marchimont to her way of
thinking.  Lotue had found Hemstcad different and more
interesting than she had expected, and had foolishly and
recklessly permitted a mere sentiment for him to develop,
which, 1n her case, would end with the visit, and soon
forgotten in the mad whirl of New York gaiety. ** But,
with Mr, Hemstead,” concluded Bel, **1t will bea very difs
ferent affar.  He s one of the kind that will brood over
such a disappointment and wrong to the end of life.

(70 becontinual)

THE OLD CATHOLIC TMUVEMENT. IIOW TO
FUDGE OF IT.

Now, notlungssmore certamn than that theOld Catholiclead-
c1s have not wished o1 propused to themselves to found a
newcchurch, The very name, Old Catholic, should temind uvs of
this, Old Catholicisin is not, then, and never has been
Protestantism 1n any but the sunplest ctymological sense of
the word. It was indeed, asolemn protest befote God and
the Church, first against the Vatican Council and the en-
forced Jogma of Papal Infallibity ; and then, as a logical
consequence, against such other so-calied dogmas as shovld
on mature examination, be found to be sinnlar additions to ot
corruptions of the prinmtive Catholic faith of the Church of
Christ.  But it was not, and we a0t designed to be Protes-
tant 10 any sense thatunplied a willing separation from the
communtonand fellowstip of 1 scirown ancient Church,  So

) far as actual sepatation result f fiom the stand which they

tuuh, 50 faiit was a depantan, fiom that vngenal purpose 5 a
nicacasary, an nevitable depaitare, of we please, but neves-
theless a departure.

Insicad, however, of catefully endeaveunng to ascertain
the true chagactet of this movement from the declarations
aid the cuutse of the Old Catholic leaders themselves, we,
Engloh and Amenican lovkers-on, have for the most part
ever insisted upon assigning to them that purpose which we
think Jkould be theirs, although one very foreign to theirown
dedared principles ; and having thus assumed that they are
the would:-he founders of a new Church, the would-be lead.
cts of a new revolt from the communion of the Catholic
Church--having onceassumed this, we are betrayed into re-
garding thar wotk as a falure, because we have thus far
looked 1n van for sesults of thss kind, to a degree which 1n
our judgment could be called success.

Thus organization of the Old Catholics, for worship or
for other ccclesiastical purposes, apart from their Roman
Catholic brethien which we are thus musled nto taking for
the one measure of success or failure, should then be re.
garded as only one of the phenomena by which, under cez-
tain conditions that movement 1s forced to cxpress itself and
to seek the opportunitics of growth and influence.

1, then, we must judge so soun of the probable future
cffect whick this movement will produce upon the Church in
which 1t has ansen and sestien iohih the siope of its proposes
action primarily les, we should do this, not by counting the
numbet ur cunsidering the propurtions of the separate con.
arcgations of Old Catholics; still less by dwelling upon the
isulated facts of the success ot failure of the attempt to or-
ganuze itsell distinctively in any given place, or, indeed, in
any one natuon ; but rather by a careful study of contempor-
ancous ccclesiastical history and by a conscientious estimate
of the anflucnee which these men and theis principles have
already eacited, are now cxerting and are likely yet to exert,
buth directly and indirectly, over the ccclesiastical thought
and religious tendencics of the age in which and especially
of the peoples among which they live and speak and write
and act. ~Swday Afternoon for June.

HOW T0 BE BEAUTIFUL.

Many hundred thousand dollars are annually expended by
ladies, for **artficial ** appliances to hide the shrunken and
wasted form, or the sallow skin, blotches, or liver spots,
which are due to female weaknsss, dyspepsia, torpid liver,
and constipation. 1f asmall per ceat. of this sumwereinvested
in Dr. Inerce’s Favourite Prescription, ladies would soon
really be what they now scem to be. 1t readily corrects those
weakrnesscs and diseases upon which debility and emaciation
depend. It cures dyspepsia by toming up the system, and
when used in connection with Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Purga.
tive Pellets, speedily overcomes all irregulanties of the Liver
and bowels. No ‘““bloom of youth,” no *‘beautifier of
the complexion,” can impazl such permanent beauty of face
and form as Dr. Pierce's health-giving Favourite Yrescrip-
tion,

CONSUMPTION CURED.

Anold physician, retired from practice, having had placed
in his hands h{- an East Indian Missionary the formula of a
simple vegetable :cmcd{. for the speedy and permanent cure
of consumption, bronchitis, catarth, asthma, and all throat
and lung atlections, also a positive and radical cure for ner-
vous dcebility and all nervous complaints, after having tested
its wonderful curative powers in thourands of cases, las fclt
it tus duty to make it known 1o his suffeting fellows.  Act.
uated by this motive,and a desire to relieve human suffering,
1 will send, free of charge, to all who desire it, this recipe,

with full dircctions for preparing and using, in German,
French, or English. Sent by mail by addressing with sta;cn{a.
naming this_paper, W. W. Sherar, 149 Power’s Block,

Rochester, N Y.

Mr. BAIRD'S report on the famine in Upper Egypt says
that tent thousand persotis have died of starvation in three

provinces.

Bumsn aww Foreton <Frews

A MONULMENT to George Buchanan, the famous Scottish
poet, is to be placed in Greyfnars' Churchyard, Edinburgh,

Tur vacant Chair of Botany in the University of Edin.
burgh will not lack applicans. ~ Its emoluments are sad to
be about $9,000 a year.

Tur Presbytenan Noard of Foreign Missions closes fts
financial year with a debt of $02,538, an increase for the
year of $15,538.

‘THz Rev. John Blacklock, of the Oban Congregational
Church, Argyleshure, has resigned his charge, and is about
tojoin the Preshyterian Church.

Fisk  University, Nashville, Tenncscee, has received
another legacy —this time of $20,000 from the estate of R.
R. Graves, Exq., of New York.

Tae Panutine Methodists of South Australia have 22 min-
isters, 177 lay preachers, and 2 membership of 2,208, a de.
crease in the last item of 140 in a year,

Mx. Muuny, the evangehst, wall spend the summer at lus
home an Northneld, Mass. ie has not decided in what
cuy he will spend next winter,

Tue cluef of police in New Otrleans has issued an order
requinng that coloured preachers shall be notitied that all
churchies must hereafter be closed at 10 o'clock at night.

Rev. Dr. Sometville will almost ummediately commence
a mission under the auspices ofthe Free Church of Scotland
to the Enghsh speaking people on the continent of LEurope.

Pror, Ronerrsox Ssity, of Aberdeen, has been
clected by his fellow-citizens a member of the School
Board, being placed at the head of the poll with 15,679
votcs.

Tus. cighth annual report of the Free Italian Chuich
shuws 12 urdamned amnisters, 13 cvangehists, 37 clders, 6§
deacuny, 13 deacunesses, 1,035 commuiscants, with conti-
butions amounting to 8,735 francs.

It ts reported that the hev, H, Paddon, late vicar of High
Wycomb, the Ko C. 1, Astley, late vicar of Gillingham,
and anotker vicar who has resigned tus ancumbeney, have
Juned the Retosmed Episcopal Church of England.,

W AT 15 sawd to be the st marnage that has taken place
m St. Gales' Lathedral, Edinbuigh, since the Refonmation
was celebrated on the 15th of Aprnil by the Rev. Dr. Lees, in
presence of a large cungregatton,

IT is stated by good authority that 50,000 Bibles and

arts of the Senpture were circulated in China, and 13,006
in Japan in 1877. Commentaries by natives on different
patts of the Bible are being published in Japan independently
of missionary aid.

Rev. A, A, Miner, D.D., a Universalist pastor, in Bos.
ton, has arsanged for a coutse of Sunday afternoon sermons
to his church, and among the preachers selected are, Dr.
Withiow, Congregationalist; Dr. Crane, Baptist; Phillips
Brooks, Episcopalian; Dr. Peabody, Unitarian.

M. WabuinaTON, Prime Minister of France, is a rotes.
tant, and an aclive member of Pastor Fisch’s Church in
Pans. Five of the ninc heads of departments in the French
government ase of the same religivus belief—a good compli-
ment to the worth and brains of the Protastants of France.

Tug Rev. W. Flening Stevenson’s congregation at Rathe
gar, Ireland, hasraised during the twentys years of its exis-
tenee no Jess then $146,035.  This includes the cust of the
church, $27,5%. In 1539, when thc cungicgation was
formed, the entire contributtons were $103; 10 1878 they
were $10,490.

PROFESSOR BLACKIL reports the close of the subscnpiton
for the endowment of the Celtie chair in Edinburgh Univer.
sity, the sum being £11,937 3s. It has been agreed, on the
suggestion of his commuttee, to postpone the appointment of
a professor for twelve months, ia order that the capital fund
may be increased.

A SOMEWHAT interesting discovery has just been made in
St. Giles' Cathedral, Edinburgh.  On the floor of the south
transcpt being aised, three leaden coffins were found, oneof
which has justly been supposed by antiquaries to contain
the remains of the **Good Regent * Moray, Queen Mary's
half-bruther, who was buried there in February, 1570, John
Knox preachingon the occasion,

A LARGE meeling of ministers of all denominations has
been held in Chicago on the subject of Sabbath ohservance.
The Rev. Robert Collyer, Unitarian, presided ; and speeches
were made by lum and by Dr. Goodwin, Congregationalist;
Dr. Hatficld, Methodist; Dr. Kittredge, Presbyterian; Dr.
Ryder, Universalist, and others.  The general sentiment of
;hc meeting was in favour of the enforcement of the Sabbath
aws.

THE annual meeting of the Irish S, ety fo: the promo-
tion of Scriptural Instiuction amongst the Irish-speaking
population, was held in Dublin receutly, Lord Plunket,
Bishop of Meath presiding.  The chairman stated that there
were still $00,000 persons in the country who spoke liish,
and 163,000 could not speak English, At present nearly
6,000 of these wercunder instruction.  The income for the
year was $26,140.

Tue House of Commons just now is well supplied with
journalists. Among its members are Mz, Courtney, & leader
writer for the ** Tames ;" Mr. O'Donnell, a leader writer for
the ** Moming Post ;” Dr. Cameron, editor and proprictor
of the ** Glasgrow Mail ;" Mr. Gray, cditor and ownerof the
** Freeman's Joumals" and Mr. justin McCarthy, of the
“Daily News.” This 15 a great change {rom forty years

, when every public man who might have any connection
with the press always took great pains to conceal the fact.
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