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fancy that the reducing of expeaditure will be regard

ed by the Chureh generally os voything hut “an as

tounding propned ™ That the pr fecenig of Yale Col

lege have avery dfferent estimare of Pr Hall and s
lectures from that of your correspon-tent 1e manifest
from their joint lerter of thanks to hun in which the)y
say, “You have been guing in your own style,
simple, lucld and foreible  not a theary or science of
homiletics deduced from your study of great preach

ers ancient and mndern, but ‘in accordance wirh the
intention of the genernus founder) practical counscls
drawn from your swa experience through a long and
eminently successful mmstry” ete,  The professors
of Yale with one cansent here place the practical coun

sels of Dr Hall, drawn from his own experience, in
contrast to a merc theory of homileties formed in the
ordinary course of study But the most marvellous
feature in your correspondent’s letter is the specimen
of rcasoning which he gives us as to Dr Hadl's incom
petency  The self depreciatory  allusions of the
apostle Paul might as well be used to prove that Paul
was ‘‘the least of the apostles,” and nnt ‘“incet to be
called an apostle” and that he was “less than the least
of all saints!” Almost equally grotesque and mor

bid is his theory of pulpit popularity Al popular
preachers are “frauds,” and all the people are fools !
“Anti-bombasts”letter,takenasa wholepsvery amusing,
but we should have anticipated meeting with it rather
among the antique curiosities of some old museum
than in the periodical iiterature of the present day.
However, it has rendered good service in helping to
bring about the change of system in the homiletical
training of our studeats which many thronghout the
Church have long been anxious to sec inaugurated.
\Ve should do the very best for our students that we
possibly can. Every friend of the college and of the
cause with which it is identified must regret a defi-
cient current revenue, and from a sense of duty sug-
gest and urge every measure that he thinks Atted to
strengthen the position of the institution, and com-
mand the greater appreciation and liberality of our
people. In this spirit and with these motives I have
written, Your correspondent’s main position is that
the Yale lectures were never intended *9 supersede
the regular professor. | auswer, we have no profess

or of homiletics in Knox College at present, and ia-
stead of one lecturer | want to see three or four, at less
expense, and the hearing of discourses entrusted to
the regular professors. They can well take charge of
the part of the work in homdetics nat overtaken by
the lecturers, 1 am convinced, although it may make
their work pretty heavy.

His second position is that the Yale systemis not the
best. | shall neither spend your space nor my own
time in refuting such gratuitous assertion.

CLERICUS.

VIGOROUS AND SUCCESSFUL PREACH-
ERS—A DREAM,

MRr. EDITOR,—In a recent number of the PRESRY-
TERIAYN, 1 noticed an article on * Public Speaking.”
The writer proves satisfactorily that the wide diffusion
of knowledge by the press has not superseded speak-
ings or teaching from the platform or the pulpit
There aren the arucle many stimulaung and sugges-
tive thoughts. But these last, to my view, are more
suitable to the public speaker, so called, than to the
preacher.  The kind of oration the writer has in view
is what Aristotle calls “ demonstrative ;" that is “ an
oration intended to exciteand gratfy the hearers. or
spectators, and to lead them to form a hugh oprnon of
the abilitics of the orator.”  But such an oration does
not seriously contemplate and strive after an ulierior
moral end. The orator according tu vour correspond-
ent, is to surround himself with an cager and pressing
auditory, which he is to gratify and electafy. True;
but so far as the preacher of the Gospel is concerned,
cui bono? On this principle, the exposition ot the
\WVord of God and the direct practical benefit of the
hearers arc entirely overlooked. The wmnter savs,
¢ Let suck a man come before an audience with a firm
and intelligent grasp of kis subject, and with an abifi-
Iy to ramsack literature, science, and art for illustra-
tions, and let him be in sympathy with all nature, and
Ae will soom surround kimselfwith an eager and press-
ing axdito-y.” Rhetorically even, he would have
been much nearer correct, had he said, “ Let such a
man come before an audience with a firm and intelli-
gent grasp of some living Gospel truth, with an abili-
ty to unfold #Zs true and full meaning, and to reveal
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its glory and beauty, and to bring &7 1nto contact with
suine acave ponciple i his hearers’ mnds, and he wul
no duubt, by the Llus.ang of God, be instrumental n
converting sinners and i sanctifying and comforting
behicsers, and he will soon be surrounded by many
who are thirsting for the word of Iife, and by others
who wish to know what they must do to be saved.”
The writer may say that he dul not specally refer to
prcaching, but to what Aristotle calls demonsirative
clogquence. Well, giant tlus, although all kinds of pub-
hic speaking are fairly included in the articie and un
der the prncple enfurced, which s, that ¢laquence
1s not to be fuund 10 the moral excellence orn the
moral truth which s the subject of discourse but n
something etlernal to either ; but what | fear s that
youhg preachers, and others too, may supposc the
writer's wordsspeaially intended for them.  Now, when
first 1 read the sentence that 1 have put 1 lahes,
and which indeed contans the pith of the whole ar-
ticle,—it was very late, and 1 was just about “ to turn
in" | became completely overpowered and prostra-
ted, and sank into a profound slecp.

Suddenly there was presented to my ¢ astonished
and adminng eyes ” a scene of transcendent beauty
and grandeur. It was a garden with a fine southern
cxposure, watered with living streams, and having in
1t*“ every treethat is pleasant to the sight and good
for food.” It seemed like Paradise restored. [t had
une high and most beautiful gate, and several other
smaller gates, which were easier of access from the
public road. It appears that the Lord of this garden
has appomted certain persons to enter at stated times,
to walk in 1ts cool shade and enjoy its rich fruits, and
1lso to guide into it as many as they can induce to ac-
company them.

Soon onc of these appointed persons appeared at
the splendid gate ; he seemed to walk with an elastic
step and to be fully conscious of his own importance ;
and he was followed by a large number of persons
very like himself,  His followers did not seemto value
admission into the garden nor to caie for or relish its
fruits ; but they aP had their eyes steadily fixed on
their leader, and they seemed most anxious to see Aoz
ke wonld act. He did not keep them long in sus-
pense, for he at once descried an apple under a tree,
and partially covered with leaves. To this he direct-
ed attention.  He did not advancencar to it, but walk-
cd around.it, looking at it, and gesticulating in such a
manner that the spectators became greatly excited
even before he opened his mouth. Then he asked
with apparent astonishment, \Whatis this? Amidst
breathless silence he said, [t is a potato.  To verify
tiis, he proceeded out to a potato field and dug pota.
toes till he found one very hike the object lying un-
derneath the tree ; but on coniparing thein, it was evi-
dent he had made amistake.  Can it then be a wal-
nut 2 To scttle this question an excursion had to be
made to the forest where many objects most beautifyl
to persons in sympathy with nature were seen, and a
walnut was found. This was subsequently ascertain
cd not 1o be of the same kind as the fout found in the
garden.  Can 1t be a diamond, or soine precisus stone ?
As there was no place near where diamonds could be
found, 1t was necessary to describe one, and also the
appearance of diamonds lying dark and lustreless in
the secret mine 3 fram this st appeared that it could
not be adivmond. Can st then be afallenstar? It was
confesscdly not luminous; stll the answer to this
question revealed an extensive knowledge of astrono-
my. By this ume the spectators had become greatly
exented and electntied.  Taking advantage of their
state of v od, he approached near enough fo fouch
the object with his foof,and at once declared that it was
anapple.  This gave scopefor an elaborate and learn
cd description of the various kinds of apples,which was
concluded with a fine classical allusivn to the golden
apples of the Hesperides.  Amidst the tremendous ap-
plause thus elicited, the assembly broke up, all declar-
ing that they would rewrn and bring their friends and
acguaintances a week acace, or even sooner if some
saints' day or holiday should intervene, in which case
a still more interesting perfonmance might be expect-
ed.

While these things were transpiring, quite a differ.
ent class of persons had entered by one of the side
gates without any pomp or display. Their humble
and serious leader could scarcely be distinguished
from his companions. All were delighted to enter an-
to the garden, and all were eager to take its nourish-
ing and invigorating fruit. Thelr leader proceeded at

ance to a tree i the m-dat of the garden, and after
speakmg of the fruit and as refieshhy juices, Ae
Pucked an appie and peeled 1t, and ent it up swith
cd-o, gaving a pPiece (o ek They were all delight.
ed with the fruet,  The supply was mexhaustible, ns
the fruit mcreased as fast as the guide divided and
distnibuted . Waoen they wereall sausfied, there was
cnough left of the onc apple to carry home for the
future use of themselves and fnends,  With fervent
grattmle, they gave thanks to Hun who had plant-
cd the trees, and permitted them to eat of the fruit,
Theie leader pointed out many other trees to which in
course of tume he would conduct them.  All were not
cqually sweet and beauttul; but all were needed to
their pe-fect nourshment and health,  He told them
funther, that afier subsistng on these fruits for atime
they would be permitied to cat of the tree of Jife that
grows in the nudst of the paradise of God. I can
never forget the look of sausfaction and gratitude with
which they left the garden, They had evidently had
meat to cat that the world knoweth not of. I was
anxious to join them ; I felt my heart beating, and |
kanew that tears were streaming from my eyes ; but |
could not move. At last the noise made by the shut.
ting of the gate awakened me ; and with deep disap-
pointment and sorrow [ discovered that it wis a
dream.  Still the impression made on my mind was
such that I could sleep no more that night, 1 triedto
dismiss the whole scenc, but I could not. It haunt-
cd me day and night so that | could not get rid of i,
I began to think #f must mean something, At last the
thought occurred to me, * These things are an al-
legory ;” the one leader evidently represents some of
our * vigorous and successful preachers ;” the other
as clearly represents ““ that faithful and wise steward
whom his Lord shall make ruler over his household,
to give them their portion of meat in due season.”  *
VERBUM SAT,

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GOVERNMENT.

[The following address in substance was delivered by Dr.
Cochrane, on the occasion of the ordination and induction
of elders in Zion Church, Brantfond, on Sabbath Jan. 19th,
1879. It would be well if more frequent reference was
made from our pulpts, to the distinctive features of our
Presbyterian Church poluy.]

It is customary on such occasions, to make a brief
statement of Presbyterian principles.  Many of our
youth are growing up in ignorance of the reasons
why they belong to one church more than another.
And many adults, so long as their particular church is
large and flourishing, care not to enquire into the
method of its government, and the special functions
of its different office-bearers.  This spirit of indiffer-
en s to be deprecated. It is not calculated to make
an intelligent or rehiable membership, or to increase
attachment to those fundamental doctrines which
have, for ages, reccived the approval of intelligent.
men, not only within, but beyond our own denomina-
tion.

It is not asserted, save by extrenists, that the pre-
cise form and order of church government held and
practised by any one denotnination at the present
day 1s to be found detailed in the New Testament
Scriptures.  If it were stated in so many words, that
Episcopacy or Presbyerianism or Congregationahism,
was the only currect form of government, then 1t
would clearly be wrong for any Chnistian man or wo-
man to belong to any other.  But masmuch as the
New Testament contains only gencral prninciples, it
has been lelt 1o the different branches of Chnst's
Church—who are at one regarding the great essenti-
als of our faith—to model their order of government
and discipline as each consrientiously thinks is most
i accardance with the simplicity and comprehensi-
ness of the Apostalic Church.

Episcopahans,Presbyteriansand Congregationalists,
all affirm that their respecuve forins of ¢ wrch gov-
cronment, are laid down in Scripture. By tlis, how-
ever, 1t 15 only meant that the leading features of this
or that system are sanctioned by the word of God,
They do not claim direct scriptural authority for its
details, nor deny that there are many things of minor
importance, connected with the government of the
visible Church, which the Church herself may change
and regulate, as she sees fit from tume to time, in con-
formity with the requirements of the age. It is in
this sense that we affirm, that “ the Bresbyterian form
of church government 1a its fundamental features and
leading principles, is sanctioned by Scripture and apos-
tolic practice,” or to adopt the language of our stand-
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