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L.:ASTOII AND ROPLE.

PR..l IIER.

Prayer, it liras cornoly been taught, bas four cie-
rrcnts- adoration, confession, tlranksgiving, petition.
I hoid tirat ,ve nitubt always add a fiftb part, namely,
total srrrnuir. Ail the four pirts without the fiftbi
arc wlrat tire Scripturcs cail vain repetition and not
prayer. If a tian offer-s prayer in tire full sense, bie
nualy bc assured in tire naine of naturi iaw that lie
iu-ll obtaaît religions aid of a -rîcl that lie cari recciie
fr-oni ira other source. 'Mien wira revere the scicntific
meciroc willadmîit rirat eNperirrrcnc is tire crucial test
of truth. Wh'lo dares cry the experimernt of prayer in
tht sense of total and afflectionate seif-surrender ta
God? A Boston scîrolar lias iately toid the public
that a sonîcwhat rougi nian cf affairs in this city, in
the presence of the Anrerican evangelist, tbougbt hie
vonild bc rnanly enougi ta try tire experimient cf offer-

in-gprayer. " Butt," said the evzrngelisc, "youmnust be
stncere." - 1 knotw very lîtie cf this thing," the man
rcpiied, "Ibut 1 ai wiiiing ta bc srnccre in ont praycr
ni icast."1 "Very weli," said tire evangchist, "JIet us
kneel dlown bitre now, cogerirer, and do you say fr-ar
the depths of your ireart, 'God be ruerciful ta me a
sinzir" Thre mer-chant uiid than; and I suppose
front what foliowed that lie did it in a genuine way.
Ccrtarn rr rs chat tIrere strck acr-oss tlrît rman's coun-
tenance a beant of iîgit (rom the suri behind the sun ;
a peace and an iluminaîtun unknuun te bimr before.
Heroast up sayrng. "This as a sintuIar experience.
Xy pantner, do you do as I have donc, and perhaps
cherc vîli bc srmiar reýsrrlts. Tire partncr was a
sceprrc, but ie knclt and offer-ed rire prayer ý 'God bc
nier-cii ta rme a sinner," and lire, co, rose up, smitten
across tht forceead wicb tht light that faIls out of
those ancestral spaces, frein wbich all souls camte and
inta whicb ail mncit baste.

Facts lrkce these are tire chref news of nlrrs serious
day. Boston loves cîcar ideas. Voit Say.- "Ahi tbrs
Rs a iuystery." Tt rs faci, hottet cr, as age aftcr age
can wicness. But analyze thRs gxcatiy sutggestive scent
a lîrtie; whatirs înrpiied in the wards. " God kc mer-
citai ta me a sinner?"

i. l'bat cherc is a God.
2. Tirai there rs a moral iaw.
3. That the moral iaw rcpr-esenîs the will of a

Persan.
4. That the Iaw and the Persan hav-e unconditional

aucboriry.
5. That 1 ougbt ta abcy chat autiarity.
6. Tira I couid hrave donc 1 ra ougit.
7. That niy wiii R5 fr-ct.
S. Thai i frcely rcftistd ta do wbat I cught.
9. Tit the i-dcscrt cf tIrai refusai is wihly mine.
ta. That I czannai remove chat ili-deseri from myscif.*
iz. Tirai tire rs obligation cxising ont m-y part te

satisfy tht violattd tnnjesty af the law.
12. That my awn furture good wcorks canner meer

thRs obligatron.
il. That God's merc- must mci it for nte, if it is ta

kc met an ail
t4ý. That I implore God's mercy se ta Meet it.
j5. Tirai I trust inyseif implicitiy ta bis mercy.
ib. rirai 1 du se wit encire firecdon; fromn the spirit

of self-rightcousne-ss.
17. That I do so, ini the spirit cf rejoicing per-sonal

Ioyalty ta a persanal Faîber, Redeemier, and Sancti-
fier; ont Cari, vira vas, and is, and is ta conme.

MS That ini ail these beliefs I hoid propositions
,whiclr, in my business and my famiyv,in public andin
secret, 1 mean ta transmute into action.

Tis prayer; II Gad bc merciful co me, a s>riner,";.s
tire articulat voice of an erganic instinct. But it
cantains thesc cîgiten and mare propositions, wicb
airc ihus not siighily emphasizcd by tht structure of
iruman nature! Transmnute thcse beliefs inta deeris,
saturat socity witir tiese propositions, anrd bave
nhey any force? Is it anynmysncrythat.-nen vieoofer
thîs prayer sincercly are snritten tirrougb and thrcugh
by a saar self-culturc? Tirese raysa vins oui cf
tht iighî of tire Greai %vbit Tirane. Lei %hem per-
nctc business, polities, cduicatiorr, the newspper

pr-ess, literature, and private lifle. Tht myszery cf
conversion!l If tirere we-enon. conversion viren amn
takes upon ijscif te inake a practical application cf
ail the"e propositions, tirai valdbie amnystery? ITain
not denying ai ail tirai irr- is supernatural action in
cvcry case cf conversion, but 1 defy azry for oc de

tbought ta show that these propositions are not ail in
the prayer, "GCod be merciful tomne a sinner." 1 defy
any mari to justify in tlrc mante of scientce the Fitins of
Flinders or of Boston for flot otTering that praycr.-
Rev .70seP Cwk, in BRoitas .4dver/iser

REASONS FOR GIl'ING LIBERALLY.

Wc may flot know ail thc causes of the divine con-
duct. It is ofleninscrutabie. But we may sufficientiy
know why we are called todotdrus andso. If we are
caiicd to subinit ta God's wiIl, wve know His wii'. is
always holy, just, and gooci. If ive are calledl taore-petit, jr is because wc are sinncirs, and so necd a
thoroughi change of minci and hicart. Sa the Lord,
knowing our closeness and covetousness, aur selfish-
ness and lack of tenderness, often calis an us ta be
liberal in giving our worldiy substance where it is
needed. The reasons are ofien assigncd.

i. The divine example is ofren urgedupan us: "Bc
ye perfect, as your Father in hecaven is perfect ;" "Be
ye foliowers [imitators) of God, as cicarcbildrcsa." As
Creator, hon Cod bas lavisbcd bis gifts tipon us. It
is clear as dny that in nuaking mian God has clone
wonclers for Iimii. He lias made humi a hit iower
than thc angeis. As Preserver and Bentefactor, hie
bias donc the sante. "l e hath given us ail things
richly ta enjoy." As Redeenier, bis bouny _stas
ccnezint. IlYe know tbe grace of our Lord Jesus
Chri5t, that thougb Hewas ricb, yet foryoursakes He
becanie poor, tbat tbrougb lis paverty ye mighrt bc
rich." IIFrecly ye bave received, frcely give." Be
like God.
*2. Tt is very foalish in us ta set our hearts en carthly

riches, for wc braught notbing into titis world, and it
is certain wc cari carry nothing out. Tbey will soon
icave us, taking ta themselves wings and ti> ing away ;
or we must soon ]cave thean, and then wbose shall
thcy be? No nman knows wbetbcr a fool or a wise
man will hold thera.

3. There is a great blessing enjoyed in time by those
wvho plentifuily deil out ta tbe necdy. IlThe liberal
soul shal bc made fat." IlBy liberal things shail lit
stand." "He that givcrb ta tht poar !endeth ta the
Lard and that which hie giveth will He repay hini
agair

4. * benijris tht nzrbest useve can nikeof aur pos-
sessions. "It is niore blessed tagive than tareccive.'

*Vi'auid'sî thou from sorxowr find a sweet relief?
Or is thy becart oppressed, wirh woes untold?

Daimn would'si thon gatlrer fromi corroding gricf?
P'our blessings round thet likr a sltawer ofgold."

5. Vcry few things have a worse effect on character
or on happiness than the spirit and habit cf hoardin&.
Mankind have agrecd, ta denominale sucb a miser, and
iniser meas miscrable. Thre Scriptures in niany
places x=r us against hoarding. 'Matt. vi. -;
James v. 1-6.

6. The Scriptures urge another reason. It is of
great weight, too: "IVbere yaur treasure is, thete wili
your hcart be also.» It is impassible ta cultivite as
we sbould beavcnly mindedncss, if we spend aur tume
and energies ini heaping rip riches here. But sartie
urge

REASONS FOR NOT GIVING LIBERALLY.

1. 1 have myself and niy 1frily ta, support. lht
answer is, that the success cf your Iawfui endeavors
ta support yourself and ycur famiy depends on thre
divine blcssing. Yau may rise eariy, sit upý late, and
eat the bread of sorrow; but if God blows upon ut, it
will al bre chafT and bc driveir away. Look tô Gad.
Trust him.

2. Some say, others do not give as they ongin.
perhaps if you would set them a good example they
ivould follow it. Pcrhaps yendo.toc 1ev owhomucb
tbcy do give. Perbaps you do not know in what
straits tlley are. You bail better mot judge arrother
man s servnt.

1. Business is irot satisfactory; 1 amn inaling little
or nathing. Perbaps business would b>c moests
factir and yaur gains increased if )ou wrould give
God bis duc. Read Mal. iii. la.

«4. But the cails ame so ny. Yes, anrd ame mot
your cals on God's boutrry rrany? If tht calis on you
are many, it is that you may oflen me virat rrnner cf
spirit yen are of; and if tihe calls are not as nrany as
tbey 9r.ught te bre, flurd out where you zmay do sorne
good, and do it..

5. But, ont says, mny propenty is mny evn, and 1 viii
giv.eitormot,aslplamc Thertisaseseirwhich
your mey is our own. Thatis, yen areinlaw tie

legal o*rrcr. No anectan innocentiy rab you or de.
fraud yrnr out of it. But in anotbcr and v'Cry import-
ant sense, it beiongs ta God. Yota are mnerciy a
steward. Y'ou do flot evcn own yourself. "Ve are
flot >'our own."1 Dewarc Iow you waste, or Iroard, or
pervert your blaster9s gonds.

6. Blut, ane says, niy life may kc long, and 1 nxay
bave an aid sgt tbat wiil r-cquire ail my messiu ta sup-
part me. Yes, and if your aid age is happy and coin.
fortabie, it is God Ihat will make it so. Look to bini.
Rely on bum, and not on your accumulations.

Then pror-ide yaursehu'es bags wbich wax flot old,qa
tre.rsure in tht lieavens tbat failetir fot, wbere no thiet
approacheth, neitirer moch corruptctb. Lay up your
treasure abave, anrd wben you die you wiil enjay it
forever.- IVl"c& Revirw.

FA MIL Y GOVERNMENT.
-Essays and senions innunicrable bave been written

on finrily goverfiment. Excellent rites and rides tnt
so excellent have been framed. But the truc secret
of fariily governiment is in the govemnor; tht parents.
flot tireir ruies, inake tht cild.

For chiluiren are iii the first place riatural imititors.
Going into the iibrary, the other day, we found tut-
youngest ineînbcr of the house'hoid bu;y witb irencil
and paper at the desk. IlDon't disturb mne," said bie.
soiemniy, " 1 ant busy editing my paper."1 A few
wceks Iater we bappened in at thre sbop cf a neigbbor.
Hc was buirding a sheil. His boy af ight was nt
work with a knife and a bit cf shingie, aise, boat-
building. Principles, sentiments, habits of tliought,
ne less than metbads cf action, descend fr-ar parent
ta chiid. Tbe boy is an ardent partisan as saanas ha
can speak, and hurrahs for Hayes or Tikien, as thre
case may bre, before bie can pronounce tht mnies.

IlIma 'publican." And whatis a 'publican?» I
don't know; but father's ont. How aften yau may
hear that.

It is generally safe ta assume that the chiid repro-
duces tht fauits cf bis parents; or, ta speac marc
gencraily, thosecf his eider companions. Sometimes
it is a nurse, an aunt or a grandmother that tht littit
cbiid mimics. Mlirror somte ane hie almost aiways
does; if sire kc weli and strong and capable cf doing
bier maternai, duty, it is his mother virora ie is maost
iikely ta rnirror. If, then, in tht glass you sec faults
you do not like, first attend ta yourseILf If there are
bienrishes visible in tht mirror, attend ta tht skin, not
ta the glass. Tt is verse tban idle for the father tu
deliver temperance lectures and have wine on bis
table, or -di-nonish bis boy against smnaking wirir .*r
cigar in bis own moutb. It is worse trari useless fur
the miother ta allow herself the canvcntional decep.
tiens cf sociecy and condenin lying in bier boy, or te
fccd bier own vanicy in dress and ta rebule flauinting
in ber daugirrer. If the cbiid is a littie liar, kc Yery
sure tirat tirere is someruhere a bigflarundertire saine
roof. If he is self-%wiiied, wanch for obstinacy in yaur
own lufe.

In the long rut', character produces chanacte:.
Purity, trutir, fldclity, courage, love, in the mothtr's
lieat, 'vili beget a brood cf iike virues in tht cirildren.
Tis vas tht secret of the Puritan's trainingf. ht is a
mnarvel thai it is stili a secret ta se many. ile iPrri.
tan did not spare the rad; and, tbe-fre, it is taughr,
ire did notspoil tht ciild. But it asnfot tc rad tira
drave foolishness ont cf the Ptrritan cildren. WVbat-
ever may bave been tire fauîts cf tire Puritans wani cf
carrxestness vas net one cf ihem. Tbey wert good
levers; trey vert admirable hanars. Ont text cf
Scripture they ciroroughly believed ini: UA)br- that
wbich is ecvii." Thty did. They hatcd a antan, a
coivardiy, a despicable action with ail tht strengnh cf
stalwart and noble natures. Tt vas titis generons
haîred of ail tht "ermnicular vices tirat belong -to a
luxurioug age whicri was the potent ininuce in driv-
ing these vices fr-cm tht bearts and lires of tiroir chul-
dreir. Itwortldbav.e becirjusi as efficacious witbout
tht r-ad as with it ; vas just as efficacieu in hundreds
ar familk-s vre- thre rod was arrknown as in thre
thoirsands virere t wus kept in conrstant arrd vigorous
ecrise.

We answer your inquriry, then, generaWl, by saying,
Be full of the Spirit of Christ; anrd thtft pour oui cf
yorrr fullncis inta your child. Be woecy of bis rever-
ece; kc wonry cf bis imitation; lctep hurt 5>-
pathenicaly bound te you; have patience; atrd bre
su-tbatinu tire lie wii imbibeyurspiuitand imitate
your w.--m-Càr*tie nTias.


