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on thosg .at'are without, I¢temptspeopletoreverse
the saying famillar In the first days of the Chucch's
history: “Sce how these Christlans love one an.
other I" 1t hiaders the advancement of the Church
and chills the spirit of Christian effort. Strife and
contentlon blight the spiritual life of the Church. The
growth of the Christian graces is checked and all that
{s most lovely and Christ-like tanguishes and decays.
What 13 worst in human nature Is stirzed up and the
Divine image in the soul is blurted and disfigured,
The disturbers of the peacs of the spisitual Israel
incur grave responsibilities, In the exerclse of self-
restraint and Christlan forbearance, In cherishing a
spirit of mutual esteem, ln the repression of a love
for pre-eminence there islarge scope in congregational
activity for the best and truest of all culture. Ifa
congregation is blessed with a spirit of earnestness
and zeal for the conversion of souls ; a spirit of holi-
ness that aspires to be Christ-like, and a spirit of

brotherly kindness and charity it is blessed indeed and -

will become more and more fruitful In every good
word and wark,

A PAGE OF PIOQNEER HISTORY.

MR, EDITOR,~I observe In a late issue a notice
of the death of Mrs. McKenile, wife of the Rev, Don.
ald McKenzic, of Ingersoll, late of Embro, ia which
among other things, it was stated that, in 1838, Mr.
McKenzle was ““ the only Presbyterian rginisterin the
western part of Ontario,” There was once a celebrat-
ed eccleslastical chart of Uppar Canada, emanating
from a dignitary of another Church, and representing
the spiritual destitution of the country, for want of
ministers of a certain name, but it is difficult to under-
stand how the livliest farncy of the long ago, still sur.
viving, could in the face of the facts give utterance to
s0 broad a statement on behalf of the one Presby.
terian minister of the west, I know whereof I affirm
when I mention William Proudfoot, of London, and
Thomas Christie, of West Flamborough, in 1832;
James Skinner, of Port Stanley, and George Murray,
of Blenhelm, in 1833 ; Alexander McKenzie and Wil-
liam Fraser, recently arrived from Nova Scotia, and
commencing their mission work from London, late in
1834—all in the regular cxercise of their ministry
before the year mentioned. And if the western part
of Ontario be held, as I believe it ought, as including
Toronto, aad some reasonalile distance east of it, we
find James Harmis, long before, the first Presbytenian
minister of York, and Robert H, Thoraton and John
Cassie, not later than 1833, in the settled charges re-
spectively, of Whitby and Port Hope. In the face of
this the very sweeping assertion of your correspondent
will not stand examination,

« Al honour to Mr. McKenzie as one of the pioneers

of western Canada, and all sympathy with him in the
bereavement with which he hasrecently been visited ;
but it is not true that in 1838, he was the ondy Pres-
byterian minister in the westem part of Ontario, and
I cannot believe that he himself would make any such
claim. I do not wish to attach more .nportance to
this matter than jt deserves, but it is not right that
the earlier pioneers should, 1n this way, be altogether
iguoored. OMICRON.

LETTER FROM DR. MACKAY.

‘Through the kindness of Mrs. John Harvie the fol.
Yowing has been forwarded for publication :

My DeArR MRS. HARVIE, —~Yourself and all the
members of the Women’s Foreign Mission Society,
deserve ten thousand thasks from North Formosa for
your willing response to my request. Personally I
don’t know how to thank you. This one thing I do
every day, call on the Lord to bless youall. Heis
looking down straight at us all, and Jesus is watching
every moye. Soon all ill be over, and we go!on
and on through cternity, you will see one and ancther
near you saved by the Girls' School which you are
now providing, I am building it already of cut stone
same size as Oxford College. It will b2 a grand
building, strong and beautiful. Mrs., MacKay never,
never will forget yoou all, G. L. MacKay,

Lamsus, Formosa, Nov. 5tk, 1883,

THERE is less liberty In “Turkey for Protestant
missions thanformeriy. TheSultan seems embivtered
against other adtions, and is also placing greater re-
strictions than formerly apon hie subjects who profess
the American or Nestorica faith,

S mpath Sonoot EASHER,

INTERNATIONAL ILESSOMNS.
LBSSON X,

PAUL AT CORINTH,

Acts 58

Mee 0 } 1437,

1884,

GoLpkN Text.—*1 am with thee, and 80 man
shall sot on thee, to hurt thes, for I havo
much people in this city.''—Acts 18: 10,

Time.~ A. D, 52: following closely the events of the
last Jesson, .

PLACR. —Cotinth, situated on the Isthmus between the
two parts of Greece known ss Ilelles and Peloponnessus.
1t was the second city of that name, occupylng the same
site, with which our {esson has to do. Equslly famous for
intellectusl cnemr and commercial enterprise, equally
wealthy and equally vicious. The existence of the former 13
almost uaknown to-day, becaute all Christian Interest cen-
tres on the later city. This Corinth was founded by Julius
Casar after its predecessor had been in ruins for more than
a century. It was the largest ity of Greece, and from its
commetcial character oaturally contained a yery mixed
population 3 from the same cause it hiad drawn to itself the
vices of many nations, and was notosious for its profligacy :
how hatd it was for the convests to frec themselves entisely
from such practices and influences, the epistles of Paul to
the church in that city are striking prool. Fsom Cotinth
PTaul wrote his two Epistles to the Thesaalonians, the
Epistle to the Romans, and probably that to Titus. Thete
he found several who became hig helpers in the Gospel, and
are honourably mentioned by him, amoog whom were
Crispus, Erastus, Stephanus, Gajus, and also Priscilla and
Aqutla,

Notes and Comments,—Vers.t,2.—~** Depatted from
Atlicns : ** how long he remained in Athent we cannot tell,
bat, from the natrative, probably a short time.  * Aquila—
Priscilia,” called * Prisca ™ in Romans 16: 3. *‘Pontus:”
aprovince hotdering on the Euxine Sea, where the Jews
were numerous. They had no doubt resided in Rome, as
their presence in Coriath 13 connected with the expulsion of
the Jews (rom the former city, The names of thisman and
wife arc always mentioned together, and throughout they
show a happy exawple of harmony and sympatby io Chris-
tian life and work.

Vet, 3.~ The «uestion has been raised and argued onboth
sides as to whether Aquila and Priscilla were Christians
when Paul met them; it is of little practical moment.
Nothing 18 stated positively by Luke, but the balance of
probabilities is that they were not ; however, we find them
20 in v.26 : “and teaching Appollo the way of God.” But if
not Chrlstians, they were **of the same craft—tent-makers,”
and so ‘*he abode with them.” The Jews were very strict
in educaung their sons in a trade, no matter what their posi-
tion ot expectations wn life.  Rabds Pudah said : ** He that
teacheth not his son a trade, does the same s teach him to
be a thief.” In like manner the Christian father, CAsysos-
foms, says : ** Let none be ashamed who follow a trade, but
only let those be ashamed who live to no purpose and are
idle." Tent-making was 2 common trade in Culicta, Paol’s
native country, and to this day constitutes an {important oc.
cupation in Western Asia. From Paul's own writings we
learn that he was accustomed to live by the labour of his
hands : 1 Cor. 4: 12; 1 These. 2: 95 2 Thess. 3: 8.

Ver. 4.—But though Paul worked to support himself, ife
did not forget his mission. *‘In the synagogue every Sab.
bath:” the sypagogue was always the starting-point for
the gospel. ** Reasoned—pessuaded : "' discoursed, over-
came 1n argument. ‘**Jews—Greeks:" these latter not
necessanly proselytes, but who attended Livise wonship,

Ver. 5.~ *¢Silas, Timotheus were come:" the former
from Berea, the latter from Thessalonica. *‘ Pressed in the
spirit,” REV. ‘' constrained by the wotd : ” may, probably
does, meap that the presence and influence of his fellow-
labourers iptensified his earnestness, and he f21t, eveo more
than before, that he must speak of, and for, Jesus, and 50 he
testified * that Jesus was Christ”—the whole docttine of
his Messiahship as set forth in their Scriptures.

Ver. 6.—*¢Opposed: ” in ap osganized and systematic
mauner, ** Blasphemed: " a deeper depth of sin. ¢ Shoak
his raiment : ' as the Jews were wont to shake the dust off
their feet, arryinﬁlhe same idea of complete renunciation,
¢ Your blood: " the inevitable judgment of God rest upon
you—-a terrible imprecation. ** I am clean: ”’ Paul could say
this, for he had faithfully borne testimony for Jesus. *To
the Gentiles: * that applied to Corinth only, as ia other
places be preached to the Jows and camestly sought thene
conversion,

Vers. 7, 8.~So he left the synagogue and entered into the
house of ** Titus Justus,” so REv.: ** Oae that worshipped: "

. in other words, a proselyte. In the synagogue, however,

he had fruit, for ** Crispus the chief ruler,” believed, and
was one of the few baptized by Paul himself, as we find from
1 Cor. 1:'14, “ with all his house,” The first recorded con-
version of an entire Jewish family. ** Jtany of the Corinth.
ians: " the exodus from the synagogue probably drew in-
creased attention to the preaching of ¥aul, and was followed
by numerous conversions; so God oveituled the opposition
and blasphemyof the Jews.

Vers. 9,10,13,—Paul ia agzin vovchsafed one of thosz’en.
couraging visions which the Master granted to His szrvantin
the great crises of his life. ‘¢ With thee :” so the promise,
Matt. 28; 20, *‘muach people,” **The Lord knoweth them
that are His: " 2 Tim. 2: 19. This would encourage Paul,
and doubtless to it wa; owing his extraordinary patience in
bearing with the Corinthians, with whom he might otherwise
have become wearied, (2 Cor. 10,) *'A year and six
months: " a lonﬁ stay for Paul under the circumitances, and
shows how deeply his heart was drawn out to the brethren
there. Beyond that, Cotinth belng a‘commercial city, the
apostle had opportunities of preaching the gospel to natives

of other cities and countries. It is thought, also, that
Cotinth served as o base for s wider work, as there were
afterwards scattered comimnunitics of Chiistians throughout
Achaia,

Vers. 13, 13. — ** Gallios” brother «f the philosopher
Seneca, b{ whom, and by many of hi« contemporaries also,
he was h ﬁhly esteemed for his pentleness and refinement.
Little did he dream that in the {cau to come the name of
his {llusttious Lrother and of the obscure Jewish preacher
aow before him, would be brought in‘o connection—still less
that Seneca would be honouted by the association. * Pro-
consul: " the correct style of the governur of Achaia at this
time. ‘' The Jews,' REv, *rose up against Paul: " possi
bly thinking that the new governor would be puad to do
their wishes and have their fiiendship.  ** Judgment-seat:
likely in the market-place, where the Roman governors
generally held thei cuuits,  “*Contrary to the law: ™
Sehaff says 1+ * The law here alluded to was the law of the
Empite, and the offence consisted in atlcmsung to promul.
gale a religion which was not sanclioned by the Imperial
government ' ; olt.ers say tLai . was the Jewish ecclestastis
cal law,

Verg. 14, 15 = ** Open hismu b ™ 10 speak {o his own
deflence.  * Gallio sai” ™ he put a stup to the teial, not
walting for Paul’s defence, as it was no icgal offence with
whlch‘iw vras charged. ¢ If—wrung .~ a matter for civil
actlon. ‘' Wicked lewdness : " demanding criminal prose.
cution, *‘Reason would bear." theie is an impatience
about this uttersnce which shows that Gallio understood the
Jews, azd was irritated by the cvident hypocrisy of the
charge. If the case had been a fair one he would bave
heard, although, from his feclings towards the Jews, It would
have required an effort, but now ft was altogether intoler-
able. “*\Words and sames . to a Roman, whether or no
Jesus was the Chirlst, was simply a question of names.
“Your law " not the Romap., **Look yetoit." settle it
among yoursclves as ye arc able.  **1 am not minded to,be
a judge:" so REV,

Ver. 16.—** Drave,” rather sent : the cate was dismissed
and the lictors were ordered to clear the court. Pethapsthe
accusing, Jews obstinately kept repeaung their accusations,
and so force had to be used.

Ver. 17. =" Then all the Greeks, ' REv. ““tuey all :* the
crowd present, composed, in all probability, mostly of
Greeks, they would be glad «f the opportunity to manifest
their constant hatred of the Jews, it may have been with
some sympathy for Paul, having a vapue 1des that he was
the advocale of QGentile equality with the Jews. *¢ Sos-
thenes : " likely the succesgor of Crispus and chiet accuser aof
Paul. ** Beat : * cuffed, buffeted, not scourged. ** Gallio
cared for nonc of these things,"—the assault of the Grecks on
the Jews—but in this he shased the Roman catelessaess asto
what persecutions fell upon the Jews. It was not tndiffer-
ence to the Gospel—he bad not heard Paul speak.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Our subject is, Paul at Corinth. Let uy, iostead of the
usual ** Topical Analysis,” briefly glaace at what Paul
found in that city. (1) Friends.— Aquila and Priscilla,
Although it might have been that their similar occupation
fitst hrought them together, yet it was soon a oneness of
faith. They became Chiistians, and, being Christians, they
became (2) fellow-workers - Although we have no record of
their wotk while Paul was at Cotinth, yet, in ver. 26 e
find them at Ephesus, whither they had likely gone with
Paul, and remained, giving Christian instruction to the most
cloquent of the early preachers—Apollo. (3) Oppertunity
to preack Fesus,—He lound it as usual wi.. him in the
?nlgo e on the Sabbath. No past experience could

aunt him; he must preach Jesus, and so every Sabbath
he reasoned and persuaded. “Glorious perseverance this;
would we could all be as constantly loyal to Chnist,
(4) Opposition. —bitter, malignant ; such as he always found
from tis own countrymen. The character and violence
of the opposition can be {udged by the ictensity of his
denunclation and the symbolical dct which accompanied it.
(5} Converts-~God set the seal to his ministey. Among
these was the rulerof the synagogue, 2 man chosen to that
office because of learning and character, and with him many
of the Connthians, including several who afterwards became
eminent helpers of the apostie—brethren beloved. (6) Come
Jort from God.—He was discouraged; there was danger in
the temper of the unbelieving Jews, perhaps also from the
adherents of the corrupt and polluted worship of the infam.
ous goddess of the place and her thousand pricstesses; but
not only assurances of salety, but of success, were guvens ** 1
have much people in this city.” Perhaps Paul, judgiog by
appearances, had thought it a barren field. (7) Persecution.—~
But the promise of God was realized : even if we condemn
the indifference of Galliv to the outrage on the Jews, we
capaot but feel *Lat, in refusing to be a judge 10 rehgious
matters, he was right, and was the iastrument of God for the
deliverance oi Paul from the rage of his encmies, and so, un.
molested, he was able to remain in Corinth *“ a good while,”
and to lay deep the fuundativas of thit remarkable church.

INCIDENTAL TRUTIIS AXD TLACHINGS,

Lven to licentious, vicious Corinth, the gospel is sent.

The Lord can brning bus peopie together on eanth,  Is not
this a prophecy of the gathering in the Father's house ?
. c.d&lil honour to the workshop—Christ and Paul have glori-

t.

The true Christian will be diligent in worldly work.

Weekly labour hand in hand with Sabbath sanciification.

Goa's truest heroes may have their seasons of darkness
and depicssion ; but see Aain Leston,

There is such a thing as spiritual suicide—~how terrible !

God's voice to all s ** Speak and hold not thy peace.”

Sow the seed ; the field may be unpromising, but the
harvest is i God’s hand,

We mezsure the law of God by our fnterest and desire.

Main Lesson.-God's providence in_protecting and
leading his people. Zxamples,~Noah, Gen. 6: 14-18;
Abraham, Gen, 12 : 1 Joseph, Gen. 39 2-21 ; Moses, Ex.
23 §-30; David, 2 Sam. 8: 14; Hezekiah, 2 Kings 19;
Peter, Acts 12 17, elc., clc.



