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’?l}:ccent Luther celebrations bave brought out
into pretty clear light the fact that the spirit of Roman
Catholicism has not cbanged as much as some smi-
able persons suprosed. The comments of some of
the Roman Catbolic orgaps show that if the wolf at
times appears covered with a sheep’s skin tte wolf is
still tbere. Take the following from the * Catholic
Mirror,” of Baltimore, as a specimen brick :—* Luther
was the most depraved tot, the most abandoged vil.
laip, the most superstitious drivelles, the molt ‘utter
skeptic that ever lived.” This is as good as showing
that even the free Institutions of America have little or
po effect upon the devotees of Rome. Had such a
sentence been written in an obscure corner of %riest
riddencountry in Europe cnewould not have wondered.
But remember it was written zzidst all the enlighten-
iog and enlargiog irfluences of the great American
Republic. Rome changes not.

‘THE recent upion of the Methodist famnilies bricgs
out with almost amusing clearness one of the points
of d'Jerence between Mettodjgt and Proshyterian
human 3ature.  Scarcely had the ink on thy basis of
upion become drv when a bumber of corgregations
througbout the country began to “double up.? Steps
were taken by local¢ fficials to put three copgregations
into two and two into one althrugh tts unian not
fully cons ummated and may not te fora year drinore.
The brethren who were a little tired of keeping up
separate organ’zations took time by the forelock and
began te 1ush into each others axrme.  The embracirg
business became so lively that the a sthorities had to
remingd the parties that the ceremon's was not yet per-
formed and oscrlatlon was premature, It was far

otherwise with the Presbyterians. A3 a result of the -

tions have united. For some years the number igl;.t
have been ccunted on one's fingers. Quite Jikely the
right course lies somewhere between the Methodist’s
and ours. They go too fast and we too slow:® They
embrace too soon and we wart until the next day. One
thiag s clcar—tbey will donble up 1o half the s
a.._ villages 1n Canada mith less labcut than would be
1equired n upiting balf-a-drzen smell Presbyterian
congregattons. Methedism has a marvellous power
for adapting st} to the situz.ion,

unions of ‘61 and °75 probably not twenty ccn}ega-

TuE augmentation sche ce 1s faitly ¢flsat, and en-
couraging scporta come from all qaarters, To use the
well-kgown phease of 2 great jouraalist who wxixfs no
more; * Thewoik goes oravelyon.” The real gijch,
however, has yet to come. §t comes when the grac-
ucat details are to be worked out among thevpeople.
{t ds comparauvely casy, and we shoold sa)?thn
pleasant, for membery of the:Home Llission Commit.
;g€ to visit the differehe, Pyasbyreries and tak aver the
scheme with the bréthien, The tug of war} Xomes
when members of Presbytesies have to visit-the con-
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-apostolate or eplscopscy is o

gregations and lay the schems before the people.
This wotk or any other must ba a fallure unless the
great body of the people move,  We have no miliion.
alres to float the scheme with princely sums no matter
wbat the people may do, We must carry the peopls
or fall. Now we ask our readers once for all to give
this schems such a lift at the very start that its cuccess
shail be cestaln. There are no readers of TUF PRYS-
AVTRRIAN, we feel assured, who think a minlmum
salary of $750 too much. There are none who think
thatxte Church is not well able to pay more than this
amoudt. The subject has been discussed for years,
We cannot remember when some ong was not speak.
ick or writlng aboat a sustentation or augmentation
fugl, Now let us DO something, Let the elders,
trugees, and other ¢fliclals take hold of the work in
their own localities with as much yim as most of them
put into thelr privato business an&ghe work will soon

be done. \ \

THE NEW UNION QUESTION,

HIS Is an eminently charitabloage, Charity is

admirable virtue, Therels no end to its praifes.
All, however, that goes by that name'ls scarcely recog-
nisable as geaulne, There Is In fact a waveo of seni.
mental gush flowing over the surface of the religlous
and sccial life of the time whose c¢ffects may be very
beneficial after its subsidence, tut meanwhile its in-
fluence is anything but healthy,

We know how horrible and repellant Puritap, and
as cur Episcopal friends occasionally delight to de-
scribe’ it, Presbyterian, moroseness and severity 2re
generally portrayed. DPresbyterian scrupulosity is
depicted as dark and gloomy as a winter's day, while
cbarity, like scolight, makes all delightfully happy.
The man who can hold bis convictions because he
believes them, because they ars true in themselves,
and accordant with the Word of God, pot because
they are parts of a system, who can treat wnh kindly
toleraticn und respect these who difier from him s a
much more charttable man than he could possibly be
who regards all expressions of truil as ¢ qually impont.
ant or rqually valueless. Th ty which Christ
and His apostles taught is grow]dg §ear by year, both
intensively and extensively, b cat many people
cannot discnminaie between 3{}:; and indiflerence.

There are distinguished ecclesiastics in these days
who would be heavenly in their chasit, ¢. everybedy,
previded all who diffesed from them hed meekness
enough to confess that in so far as they differed they
were necessanly wrong, This is virtually what some
ot the advocates of a comprebensive ecclesiastizal
unlon are now saying. They don't say it very plainly,
butin a lohy, learned and chatitable way, calcalated
to make disbelievers in apostolic succession fee) inex-
pressibly sad.

Occasiopal s2grets are expressed that points of
difference between the Aoglivaa and non Episcopal
charches she uld bave been tvached upon so early in
the discussion. It 15 rather, rofttter ,of thapkfulness
that essential and radical db ies such as the
sacramentatian theory of an gnistqpite beld in some
quanters with great teracitysghoy]d*at the outset be
clearly understood. It will centajaly be better in the
end, Plausible generalities and dseamy platitudes
may be very pleasant things but they will notaffoid a
basis of union between High Church Auvglicanism and
Presbyterian parity.

Dr. Laing is too shrewd a mao to be cajoled by the
pastoral simplicity of Mr. Langtry, or overborne by
the mild bat irrepressible erudition of Dr, Carry. The
good pastor of Dundas discourseth as follows ;

Another argument isgiven by Dr, Carry, and as it s.ams t’é"
have great weight with Anglicans, T notice it merely to say
that it has no weight whatever in mp=eifs. Itisthis:
** Three-fomths of Christerdom atg.anwavenrgly episcopal.”
What of it? Nearly the same poition holds deadly errors.
Doss that make the errors true 2 Tepth is not to be decided
by majorities, The tbreefourths njajf be @rorg and the
one-fourth right In the sixteedthfcertury the Reformers
had more (ban te... 1w0arths sgaigsd them, but they were
right npotwithstandweg. But iffufen «ith "the Romszo,
Greek, Coptic, and Arminian Tliirches is in the eyes of
Anglicans more tv be valued than ficion with the Protes.
tant any Leaogeical poitton of Chustendom, we can only
cegret ifs  Fui ®e muil coptinac apar.  Notbirg
duce 2 man v no is consclentiously Presbyterian to enter
into union with an arrogact exclusively. hierarchical system,
the only bond of wbiwch i3 unton by cutyfard ntes (v a Leman
ponutl, ur & uicck patsasch, ot zome Sthes homan head of
the so-called Church. Our a}wpe' to'tq the Bibl'  If the

Divige [ stituti~ and is re.
corded n Holy Scripture 1 accept itz I not, § teject it as
obligatory, and can only recognize it as 2 human institotion
Eased upon expediency.
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MOODY AND SANKEY IN LONDON,

THB American evangalists, Messrs. Moody and
Sankey, have already met with most encouraging
success In thelr London misslen, *f1s deslgned that
they labeur for & number of months steadily 1a the
Eonglish metropells, They conduzt aseries ol services
in cue locality and then move {o another, The first
me tings were held In Islington, whence they moved
to Wawdsworth, and last week it was anssounced that
they had gone to Stepncy. The Intention {3 that
Clapham, Stratford, Newcross, St. Pancras, Camber.
well, Marylebone, Croydon, Bayswater and Kaights.
bridge ba visited)in the order named,

It 18 stated tHat Jhose whe co-operata with the
American Evdogelifts have galoed v luable exyerls
erzes from thd wotkconducted by L{essrs. Moody
and Saokey eight years ago, Better amangements
enable them to accomplish mory satlifactory work at
balf the cost Of the former movement. Two lron
buildings for the express purposs of holding these
evangelistic meenags have been secured, They can
be easily takea apart, moved without difficulty and set
up again at 3 small cost. They can cach comfortably
sccommodate an audience of §,000 people.

During sheir first Eogltsh visit the evangelists en.
countered much and varied opposition, Many minis.
ters wore but hail-hearted in their welcome, while
others criticized their methods with somo scverity,
The manner tn whichi they are now regarded is very
different and much more sausfactory, Ministers of
all denominations either work in harmony with them
or testify most gratefully to the waluable results of
thelr abundant and self-denying labours,

At first they visited Britaln as strangers, and it has
to be remembered 1hat since many unworthy adven.
turers obtrude themselves on the notice of Christian
people for no otber reason than that of making gain
of theit professed godliness there is some reason for
looking askance on sa-called evavgelists, Again it
has to be borne in‘mind that some who baveengaged
In evangelistic work have used the oppartunities
afforded them for railing at the regular ministsy of the
Church and endeavoured to ioflama animosity against
the Church {tself,

Messrs, Moody aad Sankey bave removed all sus-
picion , tbey bave disarmed prejudice , they bave won
their way to the popular heart and secured the corfi-
dence and best wishes and prayers of the Christian
people of Eogland. For their own and their work’s
sake they deserve the unfeigoed esteem with which
tbey are now regarded.  Some sections of the English
press still affzect to look down upon and speak uf their
work as vulgar and ratter shockiog to peopls of re-
fined taste, but these same jeurnals freely concede
that they bave acquired an unparalleled ir fluence over
the masses.

From all sides come cheering testimonies of the great
good they have been the means of accomplishing.in
their present mission. Many buadreds have risen up
at their meetiogs to confess their acceptance of the
Saviour. Ministers ¢f various denuminatinns tell of
great numbers of enquirers having received deep se-
ligious impressions at the evapgelistic meetings who
wait on them’ for counsel, guidarce and instruction.
The good work goes on for Ged is with it.  The good
pews faithfully and lovingly proclaimed, bas lost rone
ol its attractiveness.e Jeis still the power of God aad
the wisdom of ng to every one that believeth,

THE GERJIAN UNIVERSITIES.

HE wave of ratisialism that swept over the Ger-
man theological zchools 2 quarter of a century
ago bas now well rlgh subsided. Its force is
spent. It is a significant fact that at German univer-
sities where rationalism is stll taught the atten.
dance of students is very small The mwost pro-
noudced ratiopalist theological scheols are Jena and
Heidelberg which have only about 150 students be-
tween them, while Gottingen whose teaching is more
moderate in tone bas an a'téndance of 200  Tiibin-
gep, once the Mecca of ratlonalism, baving undergone
a complete <hange h2s a large nember pursaing theo-
Irgicsl ttadies  Leipsic, Berlin, Halle and Erlangen
are onthedox in their teachipg, and at these renowned
seats of learning crowds of German youth are now
training for the Christian wministry. Tt is stated that
the aggrcgate'n'nﬂ:b_cr atiending universities where
the distivctive griticlsm forms the chief attraction‘is
only about 350, vgbilo 2,200 are studying at the insti-
tutions now described as orthodox.
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