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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.—This Presbytery met
on the 6th and 7th current, Rev. J. M. King, Modera-
tor, when the {ollowing were the chief items of busi-
ness.  An application was read from the congregation
of Bay Street, Toronto, for leave to sell their chnrch
and lot, and to purchase another site and crect there-
on a new church, somewhere in a district specified by
the applicants.  The leave asked was granted by the
Presbytery. A letter was read from Rev. A, Tait, ac-
cepting of the call from St. Andrew’s Church, Caledon,
cte. The clerk stated that he had assigned him sub-
iects of trial for ordination. And it was agreed to
meect at Mono Mills on the 28th inst. at noon for the
purpose of hearing said trials, and f satisfied there-
with to mect again same day and place at 2.30 p.n,
for the purpose of ordainmng Mr. Tait; Rev. D. J.
McDonnell to preach, Rev. J. M. Cameron to preside,
put the questions, and give the charge to the minister,
and Kev. J. M. McIntyre to address the people.  Pro-
fessor Gregg rcported that he had, as appointed,
preached to the congregation of West Kmg, and aited
them to appear for their imterests.  No commssioner
appeared, but it was agreed to accept of the resigna-
tion of Rev. J. Adams, to express regret that through
failing health he had been obliged to take dus step, in
which the Presbytery concurred, and th.t his claims
be favourably recommended for allowams  from the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.  The  .derator,
having left the chair pro fem, produced and read the
Annual Report of the Home Mission Committee,
from which it appeared that, in addition to vacancies,
there are under the care of the Committee nine mis-
sion fields, with sixteen preaching stations connected
thercwith; that the famulies embraced 1n them are
387, the communicants 333, the average attendance
1218; that the stations have paid for supply, $2,211;
have spent in church building, $916, and have recened
in assistance, $386; that the amount of assistance
from the Assembly’s Comnuttec for stations and weak
congregations was $1,011; and the amount contributed
by congregations and Sabbath Schouls in the Presby -
tery to the fund of its Committice was nearly $4,200—
a larger sum by over $700 than any previous year.
‘The foregoing report was received with special thanks
to the convener and the treasurer, and the Committee
were re-appainted, with a few necessary changes.
Messrs. J. Wilkie, M.A; F. Ballantyne, MLAL; . Mc-
Coy, M.A.; J. R. Beattic, M.A.; and J. johnstone,
theological students, who were certified to have finish-
ed their curriculum, appeared and were taken on pre-
liminary trials for license.  The cexamination was
satisfactory, and the Presbytery agreed to apply on
their behalf, as usual, to the General Assembly.  Also
the Moderator and the Clerk were appointed to assign
them the necessary subjects for further trial.  Much
of the Presbytery’s time was spent on Remiats of As-
sembly, some having been dispused of previously. It
was agreed that mimisters permatted to retire from the
active duties of their office on the ground of age orin-
firmity, should be cntitled to have their names retain-
ed on the rolls of their several Presbyteries: and in
no case should transference to another Preshytery be
granted ; also, that this position should be forfeited in
the casc of such munisters aftcrwards engaging in a
sccular employment.  To the Remit, if the names of
ordained Missionaries employed for one year or x
longer period by Presbyterics in particular mission
mission districts should be placed on the rolls of said
Presbyterics; it was agreed to answer, yes. The Re-
mit ancnt questions to be put to office-bearers, and
the formula to be subscenbed by them, was disposed of
as follows: Questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 3,6, and 8, to be put
to ministers werce all approved of unanunously, ques-
tion 7 by a large majonty. The vanous questions
proposed to be put to candidates for license were
unanimously approved of.  On question 2 of those to
be put to clders before ordination, a vote was taken,
when the amendment to approve prevailed over the
motion 10 substitute the words “Shorter Catechism”
for the words “Confession of Faith,” as adopted by
this Church in the Basis of Union. All the other
questions were approved of unammously.  Also the
questions to be put to deacons. And likewise the
Formula. In rcgard to the remit on Ecclesiastical
Procedure, 1t was carnied by a majority to transmat to
the Asscinbly the suggestions for correction previously
adopted, and to respectfully represent the propricty of
a committee being appainted to consider all the sug-
gestions of the several Presbyteries, with power event-
ually to issuc the book as a general guide in Ecclesias-
tical Procedure. A lengthened report on the state of

religion was read by Rev. John Smith, on behalf of a
committee appointed thereanent. The report was
received with thanks ; was also adopted, and ordered
to be transmitted to the superior court. In connec-
tion therewith, a committee on Sabbath observance
was appointed, with instructions to secure, as far as
possible, the co-operation of other religious onganiza-
tions in the city, with a view to abate the existing
forms of Sabbath desccration, A letter was read from
Rev. Dr. Topp, representing his desire and previous
endeavours (because of failing strength) to obtain a
calleague and successor, and now, because he had
hitherto failed in this respect, tendening the resigna-
tion of lus pastoral charge. After some deliberation,
a motion was adopted, expressing the sympathy of the
Prasbytery with Dr. Topp in the aircumstances which
had led him to take this step, and apponting a com-
mittee to wait on him, and see whether it would not
be possible to induce hum to withdraw his resignation.
The comnuttee reported at a subsequent stage, that
on meeting with Dr. Topp they found lum not disposed
to withdraw his resignation, but that out of deference
to wishes expressed by them, he 1s willing that lus re-
signation hic on the table in the meantume. It was
then resolved to re-appoint the comnuttee, with two
others added to them, for the purpose of meeting with
the office-bearers of Knox Church congregation, and
confer with them anent the resignauon of Dr. Topp,
and report to 1 adjourned meeting of Presbytery on
the 29th current at 2 pan.  Agreeably to previous
arrangements, a report (long and interesting) was read
from a conmunittce anent the visits prid by certan
clders and laymen to the various Sabbath Schools
throughout the bounds. The report, which is worthy
of publication, was listened to by many members of
the churches in the city, as well as by the members of
Presbytery.  Thereafter a number of short, but excel-
lent addresses were given by oftice-bearers connected
with our Sabbath Schools, Mr. D. Fotheringham,
Mr. J. L. Blakie, Mr., W. Adamson, Mz, D. Picken,
Mr. J. McNab, and Hon. J. Mcllurnch. On motion
made by Rev. Dr. Robb, seconded by Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell, the report was adopted, and thanks were
tendered to the comnuttee’s convener, Rev. J. M.
Cameron, also to the secretary, Mr. T. Kurkland, and
the various gentlemen who had cither delivered ad-
dresses, or had paid wisits to the Sabbath Schools.
Leave of absence from their pulpits for three months
was given, as applied for, to Revs. W. Makle and R.
Petugrew, with the understanding that thar pulpits
be supplicd in their absence.  Resignations were re-
ceived from Mr. A. Duff, Mr.- John Barclay, and
Rev. Dr. Rewd, as commmssioners to the General As-
sembly, the latter having been recently appointed a
conunissioner by the Presbytery of Manitoba, In
place of these brethren respectively Mr. Wm. Renme,
Mr. Robert Balmer, and Rev. James Pringle were ap-
ponted. Rev. R. M. Croll, as convener of a commut-
tee on standing orders, submitted and read a report
thereanent.  The report was recewved, and the com-
mittee was re-appointed, with the addituion of Dr.
Reid, to consider further the matters in question and
report thereon at a subsequent mecung.  The next
ordinary meceting was apposnted to be held i the
usual place on the first Tuesday of July at 11 am.—
R. MONTEATH, Pres. Clerk.

THE COST OF DISCIPLESIIL,

Never since the time of our Lord was it so easy for a man
to begin a Christian life, and so hard for a man to continue
a Christian life, as it is in the present day.  Dunng Christ's
sojourn upon carth it was no light malter to become his
disciple. It costs us little to-day—in fact, it adds to our
respectability.  The Church docs not tide itseif in some
upper chamber, and every bianch of it is a centre of intclh-
gence and light. It 1s therefore a help mather thana dis.
grace to belong to the Church of Chnist.  Thereas a danger
of men reganding rehgion as a thing to be had at any time,
5o fully and freely is it proclaimed to all.  We can purchase
gold and diamonds, but we cannot buy or carn salvation,
which 1s ctemal life through Jesus Chnst our Lord.  Rehi.
gion 1 to-day, as 1t ever has been, a thing of pains and
cost. There has been improvement in cvery department of
the world, but no change has taken place in the matter of
the soul.  With all our advancement in education, science,
and art, 1t 15 not 2 whit ¢asiec 1o be a disciple of the Lord
Jesus Christ than it ever was. Religion never had such a
sphere and capacity as it has to-day: henee to be  servant
of God means more than it formerly did. Personal consc-
cration to God means more than duting any other period of
the world’s hustory.  If xchbnon is worth anything at all, &t
is worth cverything. God's service is one of joy, libenty.
and peace.  God docs not debar us from any onc of his gif's
when we become His servants.  Religion does not debar a
man from wealth and luxones. Chalmers said that he be.
licved it impossible for 2 man to be absorbed ia commerce

without it belittling his soul. I do not believe this, and it
is possible for a man to hallow his calling if it be a law-
ful one, and to return home each night without o stain of
defilement upon his soul. A man_may make his calling a
Pulpil and his life a sermon. If religion carsies all this
urce, and power, and capacity, how much it means fora
man to say, *“Then I will consecrate my whole life 1o
God!”  Our Lord says that each individual must count the
coston both sides.  Men may grow discouraged, (eeling that
it is a hard thisg to become a disciple of Christ,  Ilave we
then counted the cost on the other side?  Have we counted
how much ha.der it 1s for a man not to be a Christian?
Religion does not lessen a man’s pleasure—it will heighten
it. Consccration does not mean that we must give up all
we have, A man is not asked to give up his society, butto
be a Christian man in that society. A man need not gne
up his associations, but should hallow them by his Clhristan
life.  Every man should abide by his calling. God has
given us our work to do, and he merely asks us to be
Christian men where He has placed us. It may be a hard
thing this service of Christ to-day —harder, perhaps, than o
was during the days of persecution.  But the service of sin
is harder than the service of Christ.  The question is not
whiether a man shall be 1n any service, but in which service
shall we be.  We must athier be the servant of Gud or the
servant of Satan. It 1s not & question whether a man shall
carry a cross or gret rid of a cross, for cvcr< man must carry
across. The question for cach of us is, Which cross shail
1t be, the cross of the Lord Jesus Chnst, or the heavier cros
Satan puts upon hisservants?  Jt1s not a question of escape,
but a question of counting the cost.  1f it is a hard thing tu
serve God, it will be a harder thing not toserve Him.  Any
man who puts his hand by fath in the hand of the LGid
Jesus Christ wall find that there is no temptation in thas
great London of ours over which he shall not be more than
conqueror.  If we put our hand of faith in his almighty
hand, we shall find duty casier, life sweeter, and the
thoughts of death less and less terrible,

PAPAL TIAKRAS.

A correspondent of the “‘Pall Mall Gazette ™ writes:—The
history of Papal tiaras within the present century has not
been ‘.mc\'cnlllul. In 1805 Napoleon presented Pope Pius
VII. with the carliest that is now supposed to exist. It was
of pearl-coloured velvet, with three costly gold rings, which
were cach set with precious stones of various colours.  The
stones were cach surrounded with brilliants, and the three
tings were each bordered by a single row of pearls matching
one another with extraordinary exactness.  The apex of the
tiara was of pure gold, studded with pearls and rubies. In
1831 Gregory XV caused it, with several ather valuable
possessions of the Vatican, to be hidden for fear of plunder
by the mob, and «vhen, a {ew months afterwards, order was
restored and the hidden articles were dug up, it was found
that the velvet of the tiara was quite spoiled and that a great
many of the gems were altogether lost. Gregory XVI. is said
1o have been extremely vexed at this, and he ordered the jewel.
ler Hannibal Rolta in the year 1832 to repair the tiam as
best ke could.  This was done accordingly s but the restored
work of art was found to weigh no less than cighteen lbs.,
and to be too heavy for the august wearers.  Accordingly it
hecame the practuice to wear only the imitation tiara made by
Leo VII., which is of pasteboard, profusely omamented
with gold and silver embroidery, paste diamonds, and some
real gems.  Giegory was, huwever, never satisfied with the
neccessuy of wearing this sham ornament, and towards the
end of his Ponuficate he caused another tizra to be made of
pure gold, but much thinner and lighter,  Its cost is stated
hy the “‘Unita Cattolica” to have been £300.  The founth
tiara, made in the present century, was that which Queen
Isabella of Spain presented 1o the late Pope in 1855, at a
cost of about £10,000.  This, however, was sold by Pius
IX., who devoted the procecds of the sale to pious and
benevolent purpases.  Finally, inasmuch as the tiam of light
gold made by Gregory XVI. wasfound too smallfar the head
of Pius IX., the Iatter had another made on a &imilar plan,
and this last scems to be the one which the new Pope, Leo
N1 will wear  There seems to be much doubt whether
the tiara of Napoleon is now in the Vatican oris hidden some-
where, as it was in 1833, and again in 1848.

However catly in the morning vou seck the gate of ancess,
you find it alrcady open; ~nd however deep the midmght
moment when you find yourself 1n the sudden arms of death,
the winged prayer can bring an instant Saviour near; and
this wherever you are. It needs not that you ascend a
special Pisgah or Monah. It necds not that you should
enter some awful shrine, or put off your shocs on some holy
ground. Could 2 memento be reared on every spot from
which an acceptable prayer has passed away, and on which
a prompt answer has come down, we should find Jehovah-
shammah, *“the Lord hath been here,” inscribed on many
a cottagre hearth and many a dungeon floor.  \We should
tind it not only in Jerusalem’s proud temple, David’s cedar
gallerice, but in the fisherman’s cottage Ly the brink of
Gennesareth, and in the upper chamber where Pentecost
began.  And whether it bethe ficdd where Isaac went to
meditate, or the rocky knoll where Jacob lay down to sleep,
or the brook where Ismacl wrestled, or the den whete Danicl
gazed on the hungry lions and the lions gazed on Bm, or
the hill-side where the man of sorrows prayed all night, we
should still discern the prints of the ladder's feet let down
from heaven—the landing-place of mercies, because the
stanting point of prayer.—JFamilton.

Births, WMarringes and Deaths.
NDT EXCEEDING FOUR LINES 25 CENTS,
MARRIED.

At Newmarket, on May t5th, by the Rev. Wm, Friziell,
assisted by Ree. Mr. Amos, Aurora, the Rev. J. R, Battishy,
Chatham, 1o Miss Elizz Simpson, Newmarket,




