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From DMr. Duckingham’s Lecipress *
EGYPT. ~ -

No ono who has road the scripture$ ‘énn hear the
mame of Egypt without the sentimonts of astorish-
meot and awo. It was the cradlo of civilization :
o 1 brought to perloction all tho nrts and screncos
witeh adern, improve, and dignify mankind, when
the st of the world was lost 1 ignorance and bar-
baosm; heforo Greeco was civilized.  Fgypt bad
monnments of tasto and grandours and it was nota
htthe romarkable, that whilst this extremity of Africa
wae thus enlightened and civilized, tho other inha-
hita-ns of thit vast continent wore sunk in that
d-whnesg and barbarism in which they remain to this
day.

L=yt consiets of a single valley, commencing at
the ~uvees of the Nilo, as far as they have been ns-
owita rod, and extending to the sen; its avernge
breadih is about nino wiles, butin somne places it is
onls ha'fa mile, or even less, so that itis possible
£+ rwaudividuals to hold a renversation together,
frora ane lnteral exivemity to tho athor of this celo-
hrated country. It consists solely of the land over-
flowed by the Nile, and beyoud this all is barren-
negs. Iu the present state of the country there is
seareely any possibility of oxtending tho lateral
honnd-ies of Egypt, beeauso the whole of its fer-
tde w0t consists of the deposits of the Nile and be-
goad 1~ influenco the ground is sandy, rugged, and
wountainous.  T'he Nilo is, therefore, the parent of
the country, and tho source of all its riches. It has
always heen a most interesting problem, both with
the ancicats ond moderas, to ascertain the sources
ot this celebrated river.  The ancients, iudeed, ap-
pear to haveconsidered it a point of more ivterest
and importance thau the moderns, for they were not
content with sepding a single troveller, or a small
parey ta explord its recesses, but actually sent whole
armics with that object, as in the times of Cambyses
tite Pecaian, aud Alexander the Macedonian,  There
2% varions opinions on the subjoct ; I incline to the
opimon that the Nile is a continuation of the Niger;
if it be 40, tho river hocomes, still more remarkable,
tor 1t thus performs a course double the length of
that af the rivor Amazen in Americ2.  Wherever
that river has its source, it is certain that from the
Juueuon of the Nile and the Nigor, they flow in one
sigle undivided course to the sea, in a distance of
iwelve hundred miles, wiibout receiving the waters
vfa single trbutary stream.  T'ho mest singular cir-
emmnstance eitending this remarkable river is itg an-
nual inundation.  Receat researches liove ascortain-
& that ths tropical rains are universal from the 1Cth
degieo of narth latitude to the 10th dogree south;
Hut i tns tract the elouds, iu*-7optod by the lofty
ranges of mougtains called the Muucutamns of the
Moun. pass o tho northward, and Egypt prescats
tio singutar spectacle of the Nile swelling from June
to September, remaining at its height for about a
fortmeht, and then gradually subsiding, and leaving
schund ¢ a hiphly ferulized soil ready to recoive the
seed of the husbandman. Lukes havo been judici-
custy forined, as veservoirs,” wn the hanks of the
mver, in order to correct its irregularitics by drawing
oif the ¢veess when the supply of water is too great,
and <unplving the deficiency tvhen it is too small;
hecanse when the inundution does not arise to a
cert2in height, a scarcity follows, and when it arises
nevord that height, the waters remain too jong, and
the ¢ cat s too rank for the purpose of culuvation.
The mot extensive of these lakes avo in the neigh-
hourhnod of Cairo. To the south-east of Cuiro
there zre the remaids of a canal of astonishing mag-
nitnde. Ancient historians record that there was
tocrmerly a canal from tho Isthmus of Suez to the
Nile, connecting the Red Sea with the Mediter-
ragean.—A portion of the ruios of this magniSicent
w.ork is pow all that remains of it.  Another ancient
canal was ane connecting Alexandria with the Nile,
and this has been recently repaired and re-opened
#y wo prosent Pacha, Makounned Al

IBgypt is most fertile in antiquitics. In othor
countries the romains of a Romou camp, or some
ather relics of former duys, oxcite great interest and
curfosity; hat in Egypt. wherover the traveller sess
lus foo1, he beholds the mnst stupendous remuants
of aptiquity. Itis impossible to convey-any thing
irke ’n adequate idea of the greatness and magnifi-
cores of tho remains of works of labour and art
which it presents. Nuither India, por Greece, nor
Ramo, nor any other part of the world, can show
apy thing eyval to tho aggrogate grandeur of the
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wdndera'of this country. FWhen o Fronch visited
Eﬁyph unidor "Napoldon, “they théught it would be
sufticicat to immortalizo the glory of their nation to
publish an recount of its antiquitics, and a work was,
accordingly, published, which was cousidored so
valuable that it was presonted only to Emperors and
Kings, and cost £500 & volumo. Tho first townor
city which tho traveller usunily visits, is Aloxandrin.
Tho ruins of this colebrgted city oxtend fiteen miles
in length, and soven in breadth, covering a space
about twico the sizo of Loudon; and yor, notwith-
standing thoso astonishing dimonsions, Alexandrin
was but one of the third or fourth ratn cities of an-
cient Egypt.  Tho principal objects of curiosity are
the Needles of Cleopatra and Pompey's Pillur. Tho
lutter as its unmeimports, is said to Kavo been erected
in honovr of Pompey the Great, bat it is maintainod
by same that it was arected in honour of tho Empe-
ror Severus, for having introduced a supply of corn
into Alexaudria a time of scarcity.  Itis of purely
Egyptino workmauship. Tbe shaft is of black gra-
nite, and minety fect high. The ncedles of Cleo-

atra, wore two obolisks, standing in front of the
*tolomeian Library. It was the custom to place
boforo the Teruples two obelisks, the usual height
of which was 120 feet, and the breadth, at the base,
fificen foet, nnd thence gradually decreasing to al.
most a point at tho top. 'To show the almost in-
conceivablo poswers at tho disposal of the the ancient
Epgyptians, 1t will bo sufficient to mention an ance-
dote connocted with ono of these ncedles. About
fifty years ago, one of them foll down, in conse-
quence of tho foundation giving way, and it was
thus placed in a situation peculiarly convenient for
removal, ono great obstacle te the transportation of
these monuments being the difficulty of getting thom
safely down. When the French, in Egypt, capitu-
lated to Lord Hutchinson, his lordship insisted that
all the antiquities which it hud heen intended to con-
vey to France, should be given up to tho British.
Tho French socing no alternative, were obliged to
surrender them ; and instcad of showing a spirit of
envy and rivalry, with a magnanimity that did them
honour, gave their ussistance to the British, in the
attempt to remove this ponderous mass, in order
that it might be conveyed to England. Rafts were
built for tﬁe purpuse of receiving it; but the united
strength of the two armios was uttcrly unable to
move 1t {rom the spot whore it lay. The circom-
stance of this very obelisk havisg been convoyed
down the Nile, asit can be satisfactorily proved that
it must bave heen, a distance of at least six hundred
miles, serves to give some idoa of the power pos-
sessed by the ancient Figyptians. The catacombs
are excavations used formerly for the burial of the
dead. The wells are moststupendous works, being
excavationz so extonsive, as to form a city under
ground. ‘The necessity for their construction arose
thus :—Alexandria, though called an Egytian city,
does not actually form a part of Egypt, that vame
Leing confined ts the cauntries receiving the depo-
sits of the Nile. Alexaudria being perfectly inde-
peadeut of the Nile, these- walls were cxcavated,
and they were 30 capacious, that they would coun-
tain a supply of water suflicient for Give years’ cou-
sumption 1u tune of droughts  Canopus is a remark-
able port, celebrated in 510 Odyssey of Homer ; its
baths wore reputed to possess the romarkable and
desirable quality of making old peaple young again.

[To BE COXTINUED.) ’
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From the New-York Journal of Commerce,

ProrecTion ascainst LicurNina.—-Within a
few days we bave recorded the loss of several valua-
blo lives by the effects of lighwing, and if tho histo-
ry of the past 19 taken as a guido to the future,
inany others will bo added to the list tefore the
warm soason closes, Under theso circumstances it
is the dictato of prudence, aud proper regard to
self-preservation, to makoe usc-of such cans as
Providenco has placed in our power, to guard
againstso terriblo and destructive 2 foe.  The dis-
coveries of Frankhin on this subject, though feunded
in reason and tested by oxperience, are but litde
regarded in pracuce. In the aty espeaally, the
propartion of lmildin;is protected by a conductor, is
surprisingly small. ‘Tho ecostis very trifling in com-
parison with the valuo of tho buildings, and still less
when contrasted with thevalue of human ¥ife ; and
yet so general i3 the impression of self-security, that

s gessral no procavtions are ased.  Weo can scarco- |

z hopo that any thing which we can.say, will have
o least effec. in overcoming anogligence so invote-
rato.

We will, thorofore, quote fremn the Mechanics®
Magnzine, somo diractions which mny be properly
followed in a thunder storm. by parsons who ocenp
dwellings to which conductors are not attached.
And wo will barely premise, that a gentleman of
Boston is now living and in health, who was sitting
botween tho two porsons lately killed in Conwny,
Mass. when tho ovent tock pl’t?xcc, and who wouil
in nll probability have shared the samo fate, had
ho nut resorted to one of tho expedicnts here suggest-
ed. lio romomberwdt to hnve heard o remark of
Franklin, that a chair without a back, in the middle
of the room, with the feet of tho occupant on the
round, was a comparatively safe position in a
thunder-stor i, and adopted it accordingly. The
consequence was, that he escaped nearly uninjured,
while his compauions on the right and left woro in-
stantly killed. ‘The following is tho communication
abovo referred to:

Bir,—Will you permit an individual who has, four
times in tho course of his life, nearly become a
victim to lightning, or a thuaderbolt striking a house,
and making its way iuto the interior, to enquire,
what would'be the best precaution to take, or the
best meane to adopt in an apartment, effectually to
guard against the dauger of being struck by light-
ning during a thunder-storm ? I am, &ec.

FoLuen,

We extract the following dircctions on this head
from our common-place bouk ~—~Places of the greats
ost safety in a Thunder-storm.—In case a thunder-
storm were to happen while a person is in the house,
not furnished with a proper conductor, itis advisablo
ndt to stand near places whern there is any motal,
as chimneys, gilt framos, iron casements or the like;
but to go inta the middle of a room, and endoavor
to stand or sit upon tho best non-conductor that can
be found at band, as an old chair, stoo), &e. Itis
still safer to bring two or threo mattrasses or beds
into the middle of the room, and, folding them
up double, put the chair upon thery; for they not
being such good conductors as the walls, the light-
ning will not chooso an intesrupted course through
the air of the room aind tho bedding, when it can
go through a continued and better conductor—~—tho
wall. The place of most absolute safety is tho cellar,
and particularly the middle of it; for when a person
is lower than the surface of the earth, the lightning
wust strike tho surface of tho carth before it can
possibly reach him. Butwhen it con be hud, &
hammock, or swioging bed, suspended by silk cords
eually distant from the walls on overy side, and
from the ceiling above and below, affurds the safes
situation a person can ha.c in any room wlmevc&
apd what, indeed, may be considered quite freo
from danger of any stroke of lightuing. If a storm
happens whilst_a person is in the open fiolds, and
far fsom any buildiog, the best thing he can do isto
rotire within a small distanzo of the highest wes oz
trees he can get at; be must by no means go quitg
near thet, but should stop at avout 15 or 20 feet
from their outward brancgcs; for if the lightuing
should fall thereabout, it will very probably strike
the troes, and should a trec be split, he ia safe enough
at that distance from it ; besides, from repeatod obe
servations, it has beon ascertained, thatthe hghtning
by na ieeans descends in one undivided track, but
bodies of various kinds conduct their share of it at
the sawme time, in proportion to their quantity of con-
ducting power.

—ago—

Rerigion.~I envy no quality of tho mind or
intellect in others ; aot genius, power, wit, or fzocy:
but if I could choose wgat would be most delightful,
and 1 believo most uscful to me, I should prefer a
firme religious belief to every other blessing ; for it
makes life a disciplive of goodness—creates new
hopos, when all carthly hopes vanish, aod throws
over the decay, the destruction of existeuce, tho
most gorgeous of all lights ; awakess lifo in death,
and from corruption and decay calls up heauty and
divinity : 'nakes an instrumient of torturc asd of
shamo the ladder of asceat to paradise; and far
above all combinations of enrthly bopes, ealls up,
tho most delightful visions of palms and amarauths,
the gardens of the blest, tho socurity of overlrsting
Joys, whore thc scnsualist apd scepuc view .oxzt?
gloom, decuy, apnililation and despaic !—Sir H.

Davy.



