
ROUGE ET NOIR.5

CONFESSIONS 0F HIGGS.

I ]lave sad, very ad, recoliections of a visit whichi I paid
a yrar ago to sorte relatives of mine %î lo livc at 'Furnip-
ton, a smnail country village. 'Not that rny .ends did

Snet do ail thcy could to inize îny stay witht thcm. a piea-
sauit orre; on thre contrary, thcy cxcrtcd thcruisclvcs to the
utrnost to plcase me. Uticle Simion would insist upion, niy

i talhilg at lcast five of biis fille fresir cggs and three cuips of
-~tca, bowis I would cai theni, for breakfast. No, it ivas
S not that îvhichi made matters unpicasant ; it ivas tliose: lit-

deti imps, îvith straîv hat, rv'd shirt, and pantaloons hutng
v ith one suspcndcr. Thcy rcmcembercd me before I liad

gonie to tihe city, and ivas ilet quite so polislicd as I arn

~4Uncle Simni met m z at tic station with his hay wagon.
1 le L-ad just been putting in a ioad of hiay, and hand corne
on îvith the wagon for niy box. My cousin Tim wvas îvith
Iimii. That young scam.p was leader of tic gangl wlich4broughic me ail my trouble. Not having secn nie for ycars,
lie stoud for a mo-!cnt gazing with open-rnoutlicd aston-
slrmeart at my wvhite cravat and bull - coliar. 1 w.a

Z. rather pleased at this effect. Tire grctings over, wve
mounted thc cart and startcd off to the fkrin, which is a
Jittie outside the village. Aunt Sue reccived ire ivitîr open

* arms, and told me I liad Ilgrnwcd."
After tea, putting on a littde side, 1 dreiv out my neiv

two dollar cigar-case and offercd Unclc Simon a îveed. J
abuscd tirebrand a good deal, (thicy wvcre two-for-tvcnty-

* five. It is rarcly 1 indulgo Lu so good a cigar. but 1 'vas
* bent on making a good impression). Uncle took me out

to admire tF e stock, and aftcr a littie conversation about
the city, tire family retired carl>', as tire next day n'as Suni-

dian d my rclatives wvere very observ--- of the Sabbath.
Nest morning I ivent %vitir ry utclc and Aunt tok. church. Tim had golle uP into tire gallcry, wlre hie

joined fve or six congenial spirits. On cutering tire fi-m-
i ly l*-' I n'as surprised aird deiglrtcd to flîrd Juliaila
Swinger tîrere. Slienoticcd nie as I cnLercd, aird turniirk: srniiced swcctly upon me. Miss Swirrger is tiîc t. young
lady for wlrom 1 have cntcrtained tender feelings. \Vliat
a happy hiour I spent Lu tîrat old r.hurclî ! 1 arn afraid 1
licard very littIe of the sermon.

As soon as churcli n'as over 1 joinced my dear juliana.
Sire said suc %vas staying witir lier mother at the village
hotel until lier father should cati for them, and theri they
% vero ail going on to T--

1 n'as dclightcd at thIs lneîs, as I wouid bc able to
spend a fcw days in lirer compan>'. At tire gate of jic
cirurclîyard that rascal Tint lhad arrangcd ail his cou fire
Lu a iinc, and as we passcd, raising their irands and open-
ilrg tireir n'outils and eycs to the full exteunt, tlcy-cx-
claimcd: Il Great Scotti Ain't lie a swcll! Just look attre
6ize of Iris cdl - 1" 1 had likcd the cffcct that my dress
l'ad Produccd on Tin at the station, but this %vas radier
ovcrdoing Lt, and I disliked Lt cspecially as 1 n'as îvaiking

witil Juliana. 1 ruade arrangoen~îts for an 'aftcrnoon
stroil with Miiss Siirgcr, and wcnt home to dinncr.

J ulianra came down to the parlour drcsscd in wvhite mus-
lini. 1 k>w fi eshi and swcet site looked ! 1 reillcmbcr it
even inow. \Ve wallzed out by the brook, and talkcd of
poctry and flowcrs. Conliig to a shlady hliolv wliere the
streain bcîrt i.ts course wc stoppcd aid sat dowvn. There,
owing, 1 suppose, to elic surroutrdiig -cn and that beau-
tiful being, rr i conîpanioir, 1 graduaiiy becanie spooncy,
and, aftcr a whiie, jrrst aî 1 ivas raising lier sirapcly Il. id
to miy lips, follotviirg lis Iroscly as 1 couid reinember tire
mainer of Lord 13-. iu onc of the Dîrcliess' noveis, 1 sud-
dciriy ht-.Ird a shouit of Il Ahli! drop that !.' Raising nriy
hecad quickly 1 sawv bchiird a bush not ten yards alicad,
Tiin aird two othcr scapegraces wvitl fishing rods in their
liands.

Confusion! they liad becu sitting thcre fishing and
WatIr'ýing us ail the trne. Off thcyi scarwpercd. 'Miss
Swinger. blushing a deepI crimson, rose :, td said coldly :

1 thiluk wc hiad bctt':r bc moving, Mi. Iliggs." Wc
turneil back, but soon t'ie coldncss vailislicd, and il %vas
bright again. 1 gathcred ivater lilics for lier, and site
twiticd thicm- into a girdie for hier waist. There was onec
largz. bcauty at the end of a log rcaching out iato the
crck, which site particularly wislied to have. Noiv I arn
a nervous mnan, tire arrost nervous iu Spiff & Co.'s gents'
furnishiinp, establishment. Wlren nicariug the lily, and bai-
ancing myseif on the log as hcst 1 could> 1 ' acard a shout :
ILook out! Tirere's a bull dog climbin' out arter yer 1"

Losing my balance, 1 feil flounidering into a mass of float-:
ing wceds. \Vhen 1 rose up again, full of wrath, indig-
nation and slisny watcr, throughi the fout wccds straggling
over rny heaci and down my face, 1 could catch a glimpse
of Miss Swinger shrieking %vith iaugliter, and those thrce
scoundrels up on the batik cnjoying it Imagine th- dis.
inay and confusionu 1 ias in, aud, worse titan ail, bcforc
J uliania.

0f coursc 1 could flot accompany Miss Svingcr to lier
hotel iii that pliit. The wccds wure straggling over nry
whitc vcst ; my two and a-half inch collar clung to my
ircck; my hiat liad falicu off and floatcd dowvn the strearn.
I was dripping, and irrserablc.

1 kilt roo inucir ashamed to bc seu by Juliana after
that. 1-er father joiticd lier the next day, and site wvent
off îvith hlmii. 1 returined to the city broket-licartcd. 1
saiv Jurliana, my adored one, a niontlî aftcrwards iii town.
Oh, j )y ! rapture ! Did shte sinilc at nie ? Alas ! no. I
Nvas niy liated rival, Sinithiers, who stepped past me and
joiticd lier. 1 hicar site is goiug out to Turnipton again
this ycar. I shiai try to get a week's hioliday froin iny
employer, and wviil visit nmy mricics îvhile site is tlrcrc, but

shall take good carc to arrailge for that scain Tint.


