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and Spanishi, wl'e, 1- - . iied Greek to, understand Latin h)etter, aud wlio spoke
also Frenchi and i.-iaii can be regarded ini no other liglbt.

Marie ixever inarried, and wbien youxxg, was kept froxu entering a con-
vent only by lier father's promise that slie need niever gro to the ball-rooîn or
the theatre, that suie inigbit go to Chutrchi at wvill, and tliat she îniigbit dress as
siînply as she chose. Ultiînately uipon lier fatlîer's death slue did take the
veil and devote hierseif to the study of tbeologv. Shie gave up lier worldly
goods to tbe poor or sold thieni lîot retaiino- even the jewels and otiier pres-
ents given by notewortbyv persmis as rewvards for lier great laig.Sncbi is
the outline of lier life other than scientific. To return to the latter.

By tue age of nineteen slie Nvas conversant Nvit1î tbe wbole range of
science of lier tilne. The father wlio %vas very proud of bis daugliter's abili-
ty used to, invite learned mien to his bouse and liave 'Marie converse with
theni upon scientific topics. The following extra&t taken fr ni De Brosses'
"lLetters written iii Italy" %vill give an idea of one of these disputations. He
is writing to a friend and says-.-"I lhave just returned froiii the bomne of
the Signora Agnesi. I %vas sbown into a large and beautiful rooin whiere I
found tbirty people fromn aIl the nations of Europe, ranged, iii a circle, and
-Mlle. Agnesi seated in tbe centre upon a low stool wvitli lier little sister be-
sîde lier. Shie is a vouugi lady of eighiteen or tveitv vears aud lias a simple
expression. I expeéIed Miben goiig there to speak to lier just as one ordinary
person to another. linaghae xuy surprise Mien Count Belloni (wvbo brouglbt me)
started out witb a beautiful speecb in Latin to, whicli she replied quite înod-
estly. Thiey entered, upon a discussion about intermittent springs, stili
speaking i n Latin. Slue spoke like au augel uipon this inatter; I neyer
heard anything wbichi pleased, ie more. Miien Belloni turncd to, ie and in-
vited ine to enter tlue lists stipulating thiat the subjecl be mnatheinatical or
philosopmical. I %vas alinost stupified, because I %vas quite iiicertaîn of imny
Latin. However I compliniented, lier and Nve started into a disscussion uipon
liow the brain gets bold of sense perceptions; then Nwe criticized the enuission
theory of liglit and lastly spoke of the prinary colouirs. Loppin wvho was
present entered into a conversation N'ith lier uipon the transparency of bodies
and upon tlîe geornetrical properties of certain curves. 0f this hast, subjeét I
understood niothiug."

At lier father's request wvheu slie was about twenty-one Marie devoted
hierself wholly to, Matbeinatics; and publishied a book called "Institutions
Analytiques." The work appeared in two volumes the first upon Algebra
and the second upon the Infinitesinial, Calculus. The order, clearness and pre-
cision of the wvork coinmended it and it becaine the one book upor. tixe sub-
je&.

In the preface M irie said sue started the wvork for amusement and
to aid lier brother Nvho, sbowed a leaning towardis mnatlienatics. The book
was praised uipon ail sides and Pope Benediét XIV always auxious to encour-


