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‘tombs and temples, for the informa-
-tion which it contains, the scholarly
character of the observations which
the author from time to time makes,
the rich descriptive passages which
jllumine the letter-press, the gorgeous
plates and the general excellence of
the volume. The Harpers have ex-
celled themselves in this late issue
from their press.

Mr. Benjamin has succeeded in
making a very interesting book and
‘imparting a good deal of valuable in-
formation in his recent account of the
¢ Atlantic Islands.’* Hediscussesthese
Islands as places of resort for the in-
valid as well as for thepleasure-seeker,
and none are included which are sub-
ject to malaria, yellow fever, and zy-
“motic epidemics. The volume is, in
fact, a most attractive guide-book,
_arranged on an entirely new basis, and
written in the delightful style of the

-thorough literary artist. Mr. Benja- -

min is a true poet, and the bits of de-
scriptive writing which occur at fre-
.quent intervals in the work before us
‘reveal his genuine love for nature, and
the animal life which one finds in the
-forest glade. Ofticial documents and
.other data have been carefully con-
sulted, and the greatest pains have
been taken with reference to the
bealthy character of the regions de-
geribed.  Invalids, sportsmen, plea
.sure-seekers and tourists generally
will be rewarded by a perusal of Mr.
Benjamin’s book. It is handsomely
illustrated, and the appendix is full
of valuable matter, and sets forth the
advantages which each Island possesses.
Our own readers will find much inter-
.est, we believe, in the portions which
deal directly with Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, and Newfoundiand,
.about each locality of which a vast
amount of information is very plea-
~santly conveyed. We quote a few
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lines here to show the tasteful style of
the author :

¢ A lovely bay is the bay of Pictou.
As one enters, Prince Edward Island
skirts the northern horizon, a low, pale
line ; nearer rises Pictou Isle, red-
cliffed and wood tufted. On the left
is the spit lying in front of the port,
sustaining a striped light-house. In
the distance, gray and dreamy, a mile
or two down the bay, are the spires of
Pictou topping the slope of a range of
hills. From the summit of these hills
the traveller who climbs them is re-
warded by one of the most beautiful
and extensive water views on the con-
tinent : the broad bay of Pictou, in-
vading the land with many steel-hued
winding arms and creeks, and studded
in turn with islets ; the flashing surf
on the bar; the green rolling land
fading in a golden haze illimitably to-
ward the setting sun ; the dark-purple
Gulf of St. Lawrence spreading as
illimitably toward the east, with rose-
ate cliffs skirting the offing like phan-
tom islands—all contribute to com-
pose a picture inexhaustible in its
variety and the satisfying character of
its attractions.’

Cape Breton is very fully described,
and with equal power. The book is
readable in every part, and it is in no
place dull.

Mr. Longfellow’s ¢ Poems of Places’
have already reached the twenty-third
volume, and in a few weeks this
splendid series of the choicest poems
in the language, will be completed.
Three volumes, taking up the poetry
of Asia* have just been published,
and Africa and America will appear
at an early day. In the three attrac-
tive little books now in the hands of
the public, the poet-editor has con-
trived to include almost every piece
of good poetry that has been written
on the subject. We notice but one or

* The Atlantic Islgnd‘cv MBrmr“ of ealtl{’ g&d
Pleasure. By 8. G. W. BEXJAMIN. New
_Harper & Brothers ; Toronto, Copp, Clark Co,

# Poemns of Places, Asia, in three volumes, edited
by H. W. Loverauiow. Boston, Houghton, Osgood
& Co. ; Toronto, A. Piddington.



