
Sermon. 327
<Icclare wvitli Paul: «'If Christ be not risen tien is our preaching
v'aini, an(l your faith is also vain. If Christ ho not riseu.. .ye are
yct in your Sins.",

2. WVe hiolf tenaciously to this doctrine, becairse by forsaking it
wc would bring dlown Christianity to the level of othier religciions. The
Chiristian religion alone nakes innirtality sure. Othier systenîs
give a gliminering hlope of it, linut Chiristiaiiity illakes it sure, througli
the resurreetion of Jesus Christ. He- spoke of the life to coufle iii
ternis elear and uniistakzal, anid as a proof of' his t-ehiurs, lie
declared that death Nvould not iiiteriipt his life. Ile wvould disap-
pear for a littie while, but bis seul w'oul ]ive xîeverthielcss, and hoe
wouldl rise and appeiu- again tw prove bis sùmten'eîîts. But wvo are
told that <bath lîns latiglied Iiiim to scenu, slie lias b<>nnil liiî t lier
chariot like an illustrions captive, andi there lie lies ats the iliost dis-
tinguishiec cf ait hier trophies. HoNw tien can I believe inii iiunor-
tality ? Whllo shall pursuadce ine ,tat thiere is al life beyond fAhe grave ?
WVe Say, thoen, destrov' ur faitli i the resurrection of Christ andi
our faith) in iumînurtality likewvise veislies. But let mie behievv,
-%ii thle seriptures, àlmdý withi the Christian %erld, thlat 'vo celebmate
on Enster dlay the iioîîîory of a fatet, of a reality; let Ie believe, a-;
I do, that the pow'ers of lhou anîd death feil prostî'ate lefore Christ,
tlie Mighity Conqueror, anid thvîî I knev Cihat deatli is îîot the endi
of iman, but siniiply a tipomuýv steparation le-twevii the perislîig-
body and the inortal seuil :then shall 1 1l>lieve thiat as Christ
rose mcmll the dead l>y the ghory of the Father, sej shatth I live igaixi,
muid live for evor, like Christ,with (bcd(.

:3. Finally, ive cling tt) ur fith, hr'cause it is tlhe only hiope wco
hiave of a real resurreetion. The iniurnen fiuîds bis jov and coinfort
lîcre. Your (ieparte(l friends shahl rise. Yen will see themn again,
the saie persons yen leveti long 5fl]cO andl lest awliile. Thlis amnd
notlnng short of lb can satisy, and yen have no gronnd for sucb
an expecLation. or belief, apart frein the rosurrection of Chîrist. As
sorue one lias sid: "T71o îiourners sorrowftil and sati, there is only

single cainfort wvbichi wvil prove saitisfactory." We înay re-ason ai-d
argie, but ail in vain. No assurance about its heing botter fo>r the
friends -%vloini %vc hlave lost to e o whcre tlîey are ne chîilly philos-
ophýy as tu înanly fortitude or wuiuîanly endurance; no professions
of sincore symnpathy couniselling courage. Nothing is sufficient for
our owvn bitter bereavemeonts except the declaration once calmly


