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frecjuently niurdered upon altars, as sacriffices to thle grocis.
Nothing reveals the brutality of the tines more clearly thaîî
the giadiatorial contests in tie arena We arc told that at, a
great festival Caisar put 320 pairs of men into the arena amçi
forccd. thern to fighit to the death, to please a cultured and
bloodlthirsty limai audience. TraIaul once captured 110,000
prisoners, and for 123 days the desire for blood wvas satiated.
by seeingr these poor wretchies kilt one anotiîer,in the amphithe-
atre. Thousands wvere frequently thrown to the wiid beasts
that the audience mighlt gYloat over the denth. struggles of the
poor victims.

The religyion of Jesus Christ entered unflinchingrly into a
determninedI battie withi ail these inliunan exhibitions. It
condeinned hiuiiati sacrifices as niurder, and excomiunicated
any who would attend a giladiatorial show. Under the mighty
pressure of Chiristianity these brutal sighlts gradually faded
away, and to-day the oid Colloseuni in Rome, whiere nearly,
100,000 Cliristians perishied, is in ruins, the wind shriekingi
thiroughi its 01(1 lion cag,,es, a sulent witness to the power of the
law of Icve. But Mie "ilaw of love " lias not yet.accomplishied
its wvork. The abomi.inable amil disgraceful sighlt, w'hici înay
weIl niake every Christian blush for bis land and people, may
stili be seen of civilized meni, froin ail over the land, gather-
ing to prize flhts to see two animais in iuinan shape pound
one anothier to (leathi amidst shrieks of delighit froin the
applaudixig audience. Ride on ohi Gospel of love till ail suchi
abominable customis shahl he relegated to oblivion.

I might tell you of the fearful tortures invented by meni
in the olden dlays, of Ilow they roasted prisoners over slow
fires, hiow~ they would disiocate every lirnb of Mhe body, how
Mîey used to crushi the feet in the diabolical boot. About the
begrinningy of this century Rome boasted thiat she lad 900 dif-
ferent instruments of torture. I merely meution these things
iii order that you may have soine idea a.- to, how niuch you
owe to thiis law of love that lias been w'orkingr in the worid
during the las t 1900 years. 1l know wvell thiat a degrenerate
chiurchi used thlese very wveapoxîs, and went on lier wild " dance
of deathi " iii the veryv face of the plain teachings of lier
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