
46 The Presbyterian College Journal

tion of lier' inconie than the benefactions of our mierchant
princes are of thecirs.

Tiien the pursuit of riches leads to selfishness. This is
exactly whiat Christ denounced, and( agrainst -%hiich the whiole
spirit of our relfigion inoves. Dives is not condernned. for aiiy
,(ross iminxorality or injustice-lie siffiply lived to binmseif.
The rich fool is not accused of getting, bis wvealtli by w'rong,
but oÀ thinking only of himself iii using it. In the judgrient
of the nations, those on the rigblt liand are commrended for
ordinary deeds of hiurnan kindness, %vllile those on the lef t are
banished for negylcctingc these commnon-place duties. "ias-
inucli as ye did it not unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye did it xiot to me," Christ concl.uded, shiowing that
the preference of self to othiers ineans the preference of the
world to Christ. I need scarceiy point out the sentence thiat
the judge thius proniounice.s on the hieartless selfishiness that
ziow dominates thie business wvorld ;and as the close pursuit
of wealth tuends to cultivate this, it becoines a serious menace
to Christian life.

This, ii turii, leads to the ciangrer of losing ail depetidence
in God. In strivingr for the thiugcs of earth mnen are apt to
thiink that ail depends on their strugg(lcs, forgetting that
whien their best work is done, God alone can give the increase.
Ag-.ainst this is directed tie beautiful passage iii Matt. vi.,
whi*chi ends w'itlI the w~ords: '-Be not thercl'ore anx ious, say-
incr, \Vhat shial we cat? or, Xherewithal shial we be clotlied?

*..For your hieavenly Father knoweth that ye have
need of ail these thinigs.» (RNV.) Thie absence of beart-
burdeningr care about such mnatters ought to bc one of the dis-
tinctive features of Christianity. Even advanced thinkers
blush not to hold that the millenillin wil1 be £ound in the
increa-se and distribution of crature comforts. The idea is
absurd to those who kznow the humain hecart, but it is 1)reva-
lent, and it is lozadingr the souls of mnen with burdens too gYreat
for thein to er.Christ hiolds that its origrin lies ini devotion
to the -%vorld, and exhorts 1{is people to reniove the e.vil at its
source.

'For these reasouis Christ says enll)ltically: XVhosoever
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