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The Flax Industry in Ontario.
Awarded Third Prize at the Public Speakixg Contesi.

ltY F. \V. STCK, '2L

B Y way of Introdîîcing my subjeet1 would like to mention that at
present the Canadian (lovernnient 1-
endeavorlng to encourage the grow-
lng of flax and more particularly the
growing of fibre fiax ln Canada. A
miollit, cool climiate "!,~~ a long grow-
lng season le best adapte( to the pro-
lier development of the fibre ln the
straw. and for ibis reason the ('nIt-
ed States and the Provinces of the
('anadian North-West are flot well
sulted to the purpose. though they
(Io dIo grow large areas for seed ooly.
Olntario. partly surrounded as It le
1) ' v te Great 1.akes. offers the clos-
est approach to Ideal conditions on
the continent, aod for this reason 1
chose as oîy subject "-he Flax In-
dustry ln Ontario." rathler than
"The Flax lndustry ln Amerîca.-

The plant Is flot a native, but was
introduced hy the early Iish and
German settlers. who cultlvated i
andi worked up the fibre wlthin thelr
owi houles. Later, when the coun-
iry became better settled. the buBl-
miss was sperallzed, and fiax mIlle

were establlshed ln varlous parts of
the Province. About thlrty-five or
forty years ago, when the lndustry
was ln Its most flourisbing condi-
tion, there were upwards of sixty ln
operation. However. wltb the ln-
creaslng prices o! land and labor. It
was steadilly becomlng more and
"'ore diflicult to compete wlth the
great fiai growlng countries o!
Europe, Ireland, Holland, Germany.
3elgiutn, France, Austria-Hungary,

and Russia, where wagon are much

lower. Added to thîs was the fact
that the Argentine and the Canad-
ian North-West were annually In-
creasing their production of seed.
and this was helplng to lower the
price and renider the business unpro-
Miaie for t)ntarîo growers. As a
resut.t ii 1914, there were les than
tell illiel lu operation. Ilowever.
witli lthe outbreak of the war. pro-
<bniciion in Europe was of a necessity
greatly <lecrease<l, and 111e exporta-
(Jioi of what wvas produced hecamne
out of t11e question. The entîre
North Amnerican Continent looked to
Ontario for its supply of fibre, and
prices hegan to soar, uintil last year
ien miille were paylng six to seven

linies file prices offered ln 1913.
Naturally ( nough. many of the old
inîills recoînmenced operations. and
sonie new ones were estabiished.

The tinie at my disposai lo too
liited to allow mie 10 go loto any
great detail, but 1 shall endeavor
tb hriefly describe the cultivation
and handling of a crop of fibre fiai.
The seed fl Bown as early as pos-
sible. li order to give the young
pilants the benefits of the long cool
spring days, and to have them weil
started hefore the bot weatber sets
lu. It la sown at the rate of 1 1-4 to
1 1-2 bushels per acre, preferably on
a friable dlay loam that bas been
worlced up tn a fine state of tiltb. As
soon as the young plants are well up
and have attabned a beight of three
to five Inches, aIl Mthione and other
weeds are removed. The prellence
of coarse heavy weeds makes the


