ELike all men born to good fortune, Le-pih
B:s prompt to follow the first beckonings of
&iventure, and asking no questions, he quietly
warked, and with a qnick dip of theoars the
k..t shot from the shoreand took the descend-
Bo current. Almost in the next instant she
¥ arcd again to the curving and willow-fringed
§oroin of the stream, and lights glimmnsered
grongh the branches, and sweet, low, music
E.came audible, and by rapid degrees, & scene
krat on his eye which the first glimpse into
B gate of Paradise (a subsequent agrecable
rprise, let us presume) could scarcely have

§ Without an exchange of a syllable between
B boatman and his freignt, the stern was set
_vainst a carpeted stair at theedge of theriver,
B Le-pih disembarked with a bound, and
90d upon a spacious area lying inalap of the
i, the entire surface carpeted smoothly with
forsian stuffs, and dotted here and there with
Kriped tents pitched with polesof silver.  Gur-
fnds of flowers hung in festoons against the
-illiant-coloured cloths, and in the centre of
Buch tent stood a low tablet surrounded with
Bouches and laden with meats and wine.  The
Buets, for whom this portion of the entertam-
Bent was provided, were apparently assem-
'ed at & spot farther on, from which procced-
i the delicious music heard by the poet inap-
Eroaching, and, first entering one of the aban-
®oned tents for a goblet of wine, Le-pih follow-
ki 10 the scene of attraction.

f Under a canopy of gold cloth held by six
Barers, stood the imperial chair upon a raised
biatiorm,—not occupied however, the august
Blang reclining more at his ease, a hitile out of
Ebe circle, upon cushions canopied by the
Broonlicht.  Around, upon the steps of the
blatform and near by, were grouped the noble
f2iies of the court and the royal princesses,
WTang living much in the female apartments
ead his daughters numbering several score,)
fod all, at the moment of Le-pih’s joining the
pssemblage, turning to observe a damsel with
f: lute, to whose performanca the low eweet
usic of the band had been a prelude. The
ffirst touch of the strings betrayed a trembling
thend, and the poet’s sympathies were stirred,
Fhough from her bent posture and his distant
fosition he had not yet seen the features of the
Blsyer.  As the tremulous notes grew firner,
iend the lute began to give out a flowing har-
mony, Le-pih approached, and at the same time,
the listeming groups of ladies began to whisper
ard move away, and of those who remained,
Iore seeined to listen with pleasure except
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Kwonfvotse and the emperor. The latter, in-
dzed, rivalled “e intruding bard 1 hisinterest,
rolling over upon the cushions and resting on
the other imperial clbow in close attention.

Gaining confidence evidently from the ne-
glect of her auditory, or, asis natural to wo-
men, less afraid of the judgment of the other
sex, wiho were hey only listeners, the fair Taya,
(the youngest daughter of Kwounfootse,) now
joined he  voice to hier instrunient, and sung
with a swyctness that dropped Lke a plummet
to the soul of Le-pih.  Hefell to hisknee upon
a heap of cushions und leaned eagerly forward.
As she became afterwards one of hisinost pas-
sionete themes, we are enabled to re-conjure
thie features that were presenced to ais admir-
ing wonder. The envy of the princesses was
sufficient proof that Tayva was of raic heauty ;
she had that wonderful perfection of feature
to which envy pays ‘e bitterest tribute, which
is apologized fur if not fuuad in the poet’sideal,
which ere thirst after in pictures and marble,
of which lnvcliness and expressionare but les-
ser degrees—fuinter shadowings.  She was
adorably beautiful. The outer corners of her
long, almond shaped eyes, the dipping crescent
of her forchead, the penc.l of Lier eycbrow and
the mndented corners of hir mouth,—all these
turned downward; and this peculiarity which,
in faces of a less JJevated character,indicatesa
temper morose and repulsive, in Taya's expres-
sed the very soul of gentle and lofty melan-
choly. There was som.thing infuntine about
her mouth, the tecth were so small and regu-
lar, and their dazzlay v hitencss, shining be-
twixt lips of the brilliant culour of a cherry
freshly torn apait, was in startling contrast
with the datk lustre of her cves. Le-pih's
poetry makes constant allusion to those small
and snowy teeth, and the turned-down corners
of the lips and eyes of his incomparable mis-
tress.

Tava's scng was a fragmentof that celebra-
ted Chinese romance from which Moore has
b rrowed so largely in his Loves of the Angels,
and 1t chanced to be particularly appropriate to
her deserted position, {(she was alone now with
her three listeners,) dwelling as it did upon the
lonchness of a disguised Peri, wanderinginex-
ile 1pon earth. The lute fclt from her hands
when she ceased, and while the empevor ap-
plauded, and Kwonfootse loeked on her with
paternal pride, Le-pih modestly advanced to
the fallen instrument, and with alow obeisanco
to the emperor and a hesitating apology to
Taya, struck & prelude in the same awr, and
Lroke forth into an impulsive expression of his



