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Like ail nien born to good fortune, L*p
s prompt to follow the first beckonings of

venture, and asking no questions, hie quicsly
.barkcd, and with a q'tick dip of ilieoars thc
ut shot from the shore and sook the descend-
e urrent. Almiost iii the niext instant s9he
trd again to the curving, and wvillow-fringcd

rgin of tlae strcam, and lighits glinrn,.üred
rollgb the branches, atîd swcee, low, music
aine audible, and by rapid degrees, a scene

*Tst on blis eye' whichi the first giimpse izato
e giste of Paradise (a subsequent agrecable
rprise, let ils presumne) could searccly have
ceeded.
Wit.hout an cxcliange of a syllable btetwoe"n
aboatman and bis freighs, the 8sern was set
ainst a carpeted stair at tbeedge of the river,

id Le-pib disembarked witb a boutid, and
aod tipon a spaeîous area lying iii a lap of ilitj
1)l, the entire "uLrfa-ce carpeted smoothly wveih
ersian staffs, and dotted bere and thes c vith

nds of flowers litngr in festoons agrainst dt
*lian-coloured closhs, and in the centre of
ch tent stood a low tablet surrotînded wstb
tiches and laden with meats and w'ine. The
tas, for wvbotn this portion of the entertaîn-

.eas was provided, were apparently assemn-
led at a spot fardier on, fromn w'lich procced-

the delicious music heard by the poet in op -
roacbingy, and, flrst entering one of the aban-
ûned tents for a goblet Of wine, Le-pibi follow-
te the scene of attraction.-

Urder a canopy of gold clott bield by six
earers, stood the imriperial chair upota a raased
!atform,-iiot occupied howvever, the augiass
îna reclining more at bis ease, a little out of
hcircle, upon cushions canopied by the
îonlighs. Around, upon the steps of the

latform and near by, wvere groupeu thc noble
ailes of the court and the royal princessecs,
-aag living much in the femrale aparsarsents
id bis daugh sers numbertng several score,)
na ali, ait the momen*t of Le-pih's joining tho
*semblage, turning to observe a darasel witb
lute, to wtoose performance the low sweet
* sic of the band had been a prelude. 'lhle
,ist toucli of the strings betrayed a trembling
hand, and the poei's sympathies were stirred,
1-ioagh frein bier bent posture and his distant
Position hie had not yet seen the features of thle
Player. As the tremuwlous notes grew firiner,
!Id abp luite begann te give out. a flowing bar-
rioay, Lf-pih approached, and at the same tirne,
the listenarg groups of ladies began te whispcr
iPd move away, îvod of those whio reinained,
1101r.e Scc-aoed to listen witb aeh sr ecp

KNvoxifootse asnd tIse emperor. 'Eue latter, in-
d.ýed, rivalletu -',c insruding bard au bus interest,
rolling, over upon the cushions and resting orn
thse othier itwpea l û1bow in close attention.

Gaiîaing confidence evîdently frotta the ne-
Z.1t ofle 1uioy or, as is natural to wo-

MOI, leS3amfraid of theu judgnecst of the other
sex, wiîo were lier ouI y li-steners, tise fair Tsya,
(ali yuaîsîgest dmughtrr of Kwonuifootse,) iiow
.oinuéd lhc voice to lier instrunieni, and saing
witl a svcsness tîtat dropped bl"e a plunamet
to the soul of Le-pila. He feil tou Sas knee upon
a lie-il- of caîshiotis andu leancd eagcrly forward.
As site becarne afterwards one of las inost pas-

seuilicimes, wc a-rc eiiablcd au re-conjure
the features that wc(re prcsenied to Âl adrnir-
]nu *%voaackr. The envy of te prcacesses was

l)ifîiti roof abat Taya wvas oie rai euy
blit h:ad thaut %vonderful pùrfection of féasure

t% wiili -tnvv pays i*q biterest tributte, wlîich
is apo!oegizud for if îlot found in the poea's idemi,
wbichi wu thirst aftur in p.ctures aand inaible,
of Io !îJîl~~incss and e.xprt:ssion are but les-
ser digrces-faints.r slîmduwings. She ivas
adorably bcaeutfîî!. The outer corners of bier
long, aimnnI shajetd vycs, te dpp.Iing, crescent
Of lîi., f'orelhcad, the penc.1 uf lier tycbrow arnd
the nîideaatcd corners of 11, r niouth,-all these
turncd uownwardl; anad t!ais peculiarity %vhich,
iii faces wf a h!Lsee td claract-r, tadicates a
temipes atarose aand repuls:ce, in Taya's expres-
sed the very soul of ge- ce ard lafty nielan-
chlIv. There waas suasiginfantine about
hl.,r snouth, tîte teosia were su small and regu-
lar. and tuéair dzlgv. hisiencss, slîining be-
twixt lips of the bralliant cour of a cherry
fresbly tomn apal t, ;vas ini Stmrtlingy contrast
withi the dark lustre of lier eves. Le-pih's
poetry makes constant allusion to rioose smaul
and eýnowy teetut, and the turned-down corners
of ste lips and eyes of bis incornparable rnis-
tress.

Tav-a's scngy was a fragmentofathat celebra-
ted Chinese romance- fromn which Moore has
b rrowed se largely in his Loves of the Angelsb
and st cbanced to tie particulmrly apprupriate to
ber descrted position, (site ;vas alune noiw with
lier thrce listeners,) dvelling as it did uposa the
lonclhat ss of a disgfuised Peri, wvandering in ex-
ile, iponi earth. The lute fc11 froin lier bands
wlien shie ceased, and wvbile thse empaer ep-
plmuded, and KCwonfootse looked on lier -vith
Daternal pride, Le-pib rnodestly advaneed to
the failea instrument, asîd wvith a low obeisanco
te, the emnperor and a hesitating apology te
Taya, !ztrttckt a prclude iii tuae same air, and
brok- forth man r imptusive expression ofbhis


