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The Union Questicn.

In the Feb. 15t number of this paper
there was given an account of a con-
ference on Christian union recently held
in Toronto.  We refer to that now to
remind our readers that at that confer-
ence there was a very genetal and very
carnest desire expressed for union, and
that some at least of the speakers very
positively declared their belief that de.
nominationalism is a sin and sectarian
ism a curse. This is quite in har-
mony with the teaching of the apostle
Paul, for example, in I Cor. iii. 1-4.
When the conclusion is arrived at that
divisions ate sinful, those who love the
Lotd Jesus Christ will not need tobe
told that immediate efforts shoutd be
made to remove that particular sin. Xt
is gratifying to notice that many pious
persons have come to sce that sectar-
fanism is planly contrary to the will of
Chnst and that they are really con-
cerned lest they themselves may beim.
plicated in the sin.

To admit that divisions are sinful is
to believe in the possibility and necessity
of union and to feel under obligation to
do what in us licsto abolish the oneand
accomplish the other. And so we find
that the thoughts of many are directed
to the question, Huw can union be ef-
fected? Whether those who spoke in
favor of union at the late Toronto con-
ference have in their minds clear ideas
of how it can be realized, we cannot say;
if they have, they did not then so ex-
press themselves,  An attentive listener
might conclude that in the mind of
none was there a scheme formulated.
And he mught funther conceive that be-
fore an attempt were made to devise a
plan of union it would be well 10 de-
cide whether the Bible would be taken
as the exclusive and final authority, or
wacther tradition, history and reason
would b ~ rezarded as having, co-ordin.
ate, or even subordinate, weight as
authorities.  The settlement of «his
point is fundamental and vital, In fact,
we may say that the great question of
our day, from the Christian standpoint,
it, What of the Bible? Is it an 10y
spired book? Does it contein the
word of God 2 Does it give a correct
account of the sayngs and dojngs of
Jesus of Nazareth and of His apostles ?

“This question, or these questions, or
such questions, are in the minds of the
people to-day perhaps as neser before,
and it behooves religious teachers—all
those who in any wise are responsible
for the religious thought and life of
their fellow-men, to pre p.re themselves
to answer such questions truly and in
telligbly.  For the increase of geaeral
knowledge and the enlarged acquaint-
ance with the Bible as a book which
chatacterizes our day and country,
make it absolutcly necessary that the
people shuuld receive a fuller account
than our fathers reccived of the orngin,
character and authority of the Bible.
And as we have intimated litdle sub.
stantial progress can be made in the

parties desiting union are agreed as to
the place and authotity of the Bible,
especrally of the New Testament.

The postion of the Disciples of
Christ in regard to the Bible may be
briefly stated here.  “They hold the
Old and New Testaments to be both
inspired books and both profitable for
these days, but they maintain that it is
the New Testament alone that scts
forth what the church of Christ is, what
Christians are, and that what cannot be
cleatly cstablished from the New
Testament must not be imposed upon
believers as a test of felowship,  They
urge that the New Testament, and the
New Testament alone, must be our au-
thority in determining the basis upon
which all belicvers can unite.  And
while willing to receive what light his.
tory and tradition may be able to throw
upon the interpretation of the Scrip-
tures, they contend that whatever is ne-
cessary to the well-being of the individ-
ual Christian and of the whole body of
believers is clearly presented in the New
Testament, and may be casily discov.
ercd without the aid of tradition or of
history.

Jo harmony with such an estimation
of the New ‘Testament, the Disciples,
in seeking for a basis of union,
pass over all creeds and  confes-
sions, decrees of councils, etc, etc.,
and take their stand by the side of the
Lord Jesus and His apostles  This
course simplifies the matter very much
and brings the problem within the
reach of the average man and woman,
We should like to see those Toronto
ministers when they renew their confer-
ence, March 6th, seek for a solution of
the difficulty confronting them along
this line.

Why Christ Gave Himself For
Us.

Titus il. r4: * Who gave himself
for us, that He might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
people for his own prossession, zealous
ofgood works.” (R.V.)

The question at the head of this ar-
ticle is answered by the beautiful verse
quoted, and one might well feel that
no words of his were needed to add to
its beauty, clearness and force. Vet it
is not impossible but that 2 few re-
marks may help some reader to realizeit
mote fully and to undertake to live
more faithfully in harmony with the
Saviour’s purpose in giving Himself for
us. For we need to remember that if
we have our hope set on Him we
snould putify ourselves even as He1s
pure.  We must “ wiotk out our awn
salvation with fear and trembling ” if
we would have “ God to work in us
both to will and to work for His good
pleasute.” It is not going too far to
say that unless a person is consciously
and steadily thus working in the line of
God’s purpose he is notliving a Chris-
tian lfe.  The Lord prayed for His
disciples, not that they should be taken
out of the world, but that they should
be kept from the evil.  The apostle
Paul cxhorted Christians to “ Abhor
that which is cvil ; cleavetothat which
is good.” James wrote: ¢ Pure reli-
gion and undefiled before our God and
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and
widows in theic affliction, and to keep
himsell unspotied from the watld.”
And Peter gave this admonitton : ¥ As
children of ohedience, not fashioning
yourselves according to your former
lusts in the time of your ignorance ;
but Lkeas He which called you is holy,
be ye yourselves also holy in atl man.
ner of lvtng.” And John wrote:
“My Ittle children, these things write
1 untoyou, that ye may not sin.” And
it is evident that when Jude wrote ex.
hotting “the called” “to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once

direction of Christian union unless the

rather than punty.

into the city ”
hete let us pray ¢
“ More punty give me,
More strength to overcome ;
More freed my from earth-stains,
More longings for home ;
More fit for the kingdom,
M- re useful U'd be ;
More blessed and boly,
More, Saviour, hke Thee.”

Foreign Missions,

Him too.

how can we refrain from singing :

By wisdom from on high,
Shalt we to man benighted
The lamp of life deny?”

love of Chtist constraineth us,”
wesaysonowin 18937

Foreign work.
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Notes.

were doing our duty.
and do a great deal more for

now.

for young preachers
The Christian Ad:

men.
a sort of spiritual patrol

them, not with & message
thorn clubs of ‘the Irish

“Tne weapons of our w. .l

but unworn truth is affection

that comes in sight.”

Reepers?

for all delivered unto the saints,” he

had in mund a class of professors who| principle of the gospel which would
were teaching and practising impurity | prohibit such a course. 4 f
In Rev. xxii. 141 0f pear's before swine, which Christl . fom his senious, protracted and
(R.V.) it is declared : * Blessed are
they that wash their robes, that they]at the mercy of biutish or carnal-minded | tend the Lord’s day morning meetings
may have the right to come to the tree f men, oOF make them dependent on the|and address the church,

of life, and may enter in by the gates | support of such men.
And so while we tarry

Inasmuch as the Foreign Society only | to remark that the liquorsellers are not
asks one collection from the churches | so gwity as the people who license them
for Foreign Missions during the year,
it is very important that collections|The community is the greatest sinner.
should be as geacrous as possible ;
of course, if the collection cannot be | ourselves is to.do all in our power to
taken up on the first Lotrd's day in
March, some other Lord’s day soon
afterthat willdo  Every church should
give something ; evety Disciple should| Tenn,, is an acute thinker, an able
give something. Evtryone who loves|writer and a sound preacher of the
the Lord must desire that all mankind | Gospel.
should have ag opportuntty of loving|ering a series of lectures in Texas.
How dwelleth the love of | We find one on the Relations of
Christ in us if we can hear untnoved of | Faith and Conscience” reported in the
countless thousands who have never
heard His blessed name? It appears|tiact here, which is worthy of careful
to us that we scarcely need to enquire | thought :
whether the Lord commands us to
s Preach the Gospel to every creature.” .
We simply need to ask ourselves, do|tion, ind while T can do this, the{you really ready to give as you have
we believe the Gospel, do we findita
source of present blessing and an|cause the rest will not bow to my no-
assurance of future glory? If we do,
and we do, if we are true Christians,

1Shall we, whose souls are lighted

The great apostle declared : *The scriptures as [ am; and when I invist

Bro McLean says the churches in
Canada usually give generously to the | Yea, mote; I become a distutber of}, . .
Brother, sister, reading the peace of Zion, and am guilty of the The advertissments help to pay for his
this, are you going to do your part to- heinous crime of severing the body of] paper.
wards keeping up this good reputation ?
Let us all be prepating ourselves by|terms” do this, my conscience says do
raeditation upon the Word of God and |it; and if a church will not do it, it is
by prayer, to make an offering worthy in rebellion against the King, and has
of the great cause of our glorious Lotd.

heathen abroad than we are doing

Here is something espedally suitable

fe thinks : | tion for the CANADIAN EVANGRLIST.
« Christian winisters are hot police-
If God had wisheokhem to be

ong their Jackson’s offer of Revised New T

a sort i | ) ew Testa
ellow-nien, he woald have a%‘:",pg:g ments at low rates.  Everybody should | Sus,
a spitit of power, but willlthe black. | bave a copy of it.

nstables.

carnal, but mighty through God to thel .., . .
pulling'; down of srongholds’d Thisold sav ¢ the world, but how to persuadefthat state 1o become a part of the

mended to the consideratiorjof those | be the means of saving some one man

dea sed to]in the wiud"=DR, PARKHURST.
imitate Paddy, and to hit eviry head

Of course therc s no passagdwhich
specially prohibits such a coursl; but that are very timely in this country
it would be an eay matter to finisome | now,

\ Ve are very much pleased tobe able
“Fhe casting | 1o say that Bro. E. Sheppard is recover-

prohibuts, gives us the principle that we

are not to place holy and sacred things He is able now to at-

painful illness.

We would blush
for shame I;or dany churchr that w?!uld
fgh:‘:tp:,':::tb&oe I'::,‘::c’égl,{:ﬁlﬁéﬁ,gf ignation as preacher for the church at
‘I'he Spirit of God, which abides inf Minnedosa, Man., and expects to leave
Christians, teaches them to avoid such | there soon. He is open for an engage-
a course,  His sanctifying power must] yent clsewhere. Churches in Ontario
be absent where such a course s PUF 1o without preachers should address

sued — Christian Evangdist, . ,
. rangels _ | Bro. Lister at Minnedosa until further
Nevertheless, where the hquortraffic] .

is a legalized institution we all do re-
ceive support from the traffic, even it
*lwe do not solicit it from the liquor-
sellers, and we take occasion once more

——

Bro. J. B. Lister has sent in his res-

A brother who has a small family,
has had some experience as & preacher
and desites to fit himself for greater
usefulness, is willing to preach for a
small church at 2 moderate salary. His
name, address and references will be
furnished upon application to the editor
of this paper.

Give the hquordeaters ther due.

and, fand the only way any of us can clear

The CaNapiaN Evancetist has
many warm friends, we are glad to know,
But many of these friends seem to think
when they have paid theirown subscrip-
tion, that is all they can do for the
paper.  We should like them to try to
get a new subscriber,

Have you been reading Bro. Me-
Lean’s appeals with reference to the
special collection for Foreign Missions?
And have you made up your mind
to do your duty on this occasion? "Are

have the licensed traflic abolished.

J. B. Briney, now of Knoxville,

He has recently been deliv-

Christian Courier, 'We make one ex.

For my part I can preserve my con-
science intact by protest and opposi.

heavens may fall before I will rupture a| been prospered ?
church of the Lord Jesus Christ be-

tions about things in regard to which The other day an aged sister, '1.10 s
G d has not spoken in * plain terms,” not now able to meet regularly with a
even though I call my notions by the | congregation of Disciples, sent us four
misnomer of “ conscientious convic-]new subscribers and stated that none
rions.” In all matters of inference my | of them were Disciples. Why may not

inference is worth just as much as, and : N
o more than, the inference of my other brethren and sisters do likewise?

biother who is as intellizent in the

A brother when sending his subscrip-
that my inference shall prevaii against tion to the EvANCELIST takes oceca
the inferences of all the rest, I assume|sion to say that he does not want to

the offensive and interdicted preroga- for advertisements, Th
tive of lo-ding it over God’s heritage. g‘o’;s not :n:lerst:?:; the :i:;c:‘il;:r

Can

The reading matter is worth
many times one dollar a yearto an in-
telligent Christian.

Ate you interested in the CANADIAN
cersed to be a church, and I must EvanceLisT?  Would you add one to
separate myself from it, or become its list of readers if you could? If you
gulty before God. If the law of} are kindly disposed to the paper, please

Christ says, “ Do not this,” and a 3
church will éo it, it it in open rebellion read over the list of offers on page

Cheist in twain if I cause a rupture.
1f the law of God says in “plain

a e have heathen enough at}against the King, and my conscience three.  You will then perhaps see your
home,” do we hearsomebody say ? In- obliges me to come out of the crganiza. | "2¥ 10 add at least oze to our list.

deed we have, not only enough,
too many for a so-called Christian land.
And it is more than pOSSiblE that there | neither yea nor nay, 1 become a rebel
are more heathen at home than there |in arraying my will against the will of; Unthanked, distrusted, disbelieved ;
would be if all we Christians at home | the church to the extent of a ruptute. !
Dut we can do
our full duty to the heathen at home,

—————

but | tion  because it has ceased to be a
church of Christ, and has renounced | “ O mighty Friend forever near!
HBim. But if the law of Christ says]| O heavenly help 1 so saon forgot,
So oft’ rebelled againsy and grieved,

Forgive us all, and hold us fast

Till dawning lights the dark atlast,
And locking back we understand
How we were kept and knew it not,
Lotd, by thy hand.”

B —

If you would like to have 2 copy of bet‘re l:etgg ??‘8‘"" shall become the
“On the Rock,” putin 25 cents extra Canada shglltb:com‘f;rulg:gc:mg
when you are sending your subsctip-] any other part of the Greater American
tepublic, must be determined by them.
selves. It is for them to make their
We call special attention to Bro. choice, and they ought to know by this

 time how to choose.  Invitationy are
out to both of them.—742 New York

Our Omnibus,

the Have you read “ On the Rock"?

Thanks, Mr. Mew York Sun.  Fithe

. i good state of New York were as free to
The great problem is not how to|choose as Canada is, we might invite

each Christian that it is his business to] Greater Dominion of Canada.

A Methodist preacher in Texas was

treceiving several candidates into his
When you have read page two of|church. To the question, ** How will

Ie there any seripture forbiding the this paper, please show it *0 your|you be baplized?” some replied, By
church to receive money from saloon-

friends. Do not turn away from the|] sprinkling,” H
] I ¢ | sprinkling,” others, ¥ hy pouring.” The
tong atticles.  Bro. Knowles and Bro.{last person was al goodpsister.gwho re.

Macdonald are dealing with themes|plied, * Just like Jesus was” The
preacher said 1 “You misunderstood
me ; how will you bebaptized ?” Again




