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w'hait a degree of perfection thie ionks of
Ireland had broughit the -art of copying
and ornanientation in those days.
TI'le extant maniuscripts of Luxeuil and
Bobbio shîowv tat Colunbanus and bis
Irish monks knewv howv to irnpar.t their
knowledge to their disciples.

True physical or manuai labour con-
sisted principally iii the clearing and
cultiv'ation of the land. l'le nionks
ploughied the fields, sowvcd, reaped and
threshied the corn. Columbanus' rule
1' :d no exceptions; manual labourw~as
obligatory on all; only ini tine of
serious illness wvas the rnonk allowved-
to be absent froni the thireshing barnî.
Onîe of Uic articles iii his mile obligcd
them to wvork ini such a mannirr during
Uic day that tliey sliould tait asleep
''1while going to beci", and they had
often to risc before having liad suffi-
dient repose for the body.

Fifteen or twenty v ears wvere passed
ini this hiolv wvork of 'their own sancti-
fication and tIiat of their ncigrhbour.
But aftcr that period came a tinie of
persecution. Gontran was dead.
The young kingý,Thierry 11, encouragcd
by thc wickcd ambition' of Qucen
Bruenhaut, wvas leading a miost liceiî-
tious life. The queen becamie the
(lcacly enemy of Colunibanus, on
accowît of the admonitionîs which hce
acldrcssed to the youn- king, and
especially because of the saint's rcfusal
on one occasionî to bless the illegitimate
sons of Thierry wvhorn Bruenhaut haci
prescnted to hlin. Another grievance
of the quccn wvas that our Saint,
;îccording to the mnonastic: rule esta-
blishied ini Ircland, liad forbidden any
womcn, cven the qucen lherseif, to
enter the monastcry. Colunibatius
wvas ordcred to return to Ireland andi
upon his refusai soldiers wverc sent
witli instructions to use violence
towards the nionks, if Colunîbanus
persistcd iii bis resolutioîî. Wishing
to protect his disciples the Saint left
the nîonastery wvhicli lie lias founded,
wlîere hie lîad lived for nigli 2o years
and %vhicli lie wvas îîever agaiîî to sce.
Ail bis disciples wished to followv lîii,
but a royal order allowved this privilegre

to îîonc but those of Inisu origin.
Bruenlhaut was v'cry anxious to get rid
of tiiose feàrless Irislimexi, but she
wvas iii no lîurry to destroy the monas-
tery of wlîich Burguiîdy wvas already
proudc.

Coluinîbanus Nvith luis companions
passed by Besançon and Autun to
Nevers, where lic enîbarkecl upon the
Loire for Nanîtes, iii wlîicli place a slîip
wvas prepared to convey hina to lreland.
It was not the wvi1l of God that
Columbaîîus slîould returni to his
nuative coutntry. The vessel upon,
%liich his companioiis lIad already
enibarkecl was cast highi axîd dry on
the beachi. Seeing tlîis, the terrified
captaiîî refused to have anything
further to do wvitl tlîein, and the ship-
wvrecked nîoîks wvere let't free to go
xvhere tlîcy pleased, cxcept to rcturn
to, Burguncly.

Columbanus nowv dirccted his stcps
towvards Neustria wvhere lie wvas wvel
received bv' kig Clotaire Il. Ever
truc to blis apostolic vocation, the
lrishi nîiissionary did not hesitate to'
charge the King witlî ail the disorders
tlîat rehined at lus court. Froîîî this
place lie proceeded to Uhc palace of
Theodebert, king of Austrasia, wvho
invited himi to preachi to the pagan
nations. along the Rhine and whlich
wvere thien under Tlîcodebert's sway.

Colunîbaxîus readily açcepted the
offer and "lenbarking on thie Rhine at
a point below Mayence"' says Alzog,
"lic asceîîded tlîat river until hie
reachied Zurich, nmadle a short stay at
Threegan aîîd Arbon and fixîally
establishied lîimself at Bregentz on thc
Lake of Constanîce." He and his
comîpanions reaped an abundant liar-
vest of souls on the- shiores of tlîis
beautiful Swiss lake. "His chief
assistan t i n those nîissionary labours"
continues tlîe saine lîistorian "wvas an-
other 1Irishmiaî bv' the nanue of Gall,. as
datring aîîiid as resolute as Colunîbanus
himself: wvell educateci and cloquent
and able to preacli in the Germnan as
well as in the Latinî language."

Upon the ciefeat and deatlî of
Thieodebert, Columbanus resolved to
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