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TII] P*ATHIER?0'AJEc S0S»;.

\R ý'If humi any crt-.
A!~ N.) c'il consîderations

of î,oetc gelcnîus
zaid litcrary menta,

liavng been the
first of a niation's
versifiers aittaches
a certain import-

anlc~ tu bis naime anid Value tW bis %vorks.
For tilis ire-so-if for noia rWiiî
Cuillen Bryant stands forcnîiost ini the
raniks of Aînivricaîi litcrary mcen.

lie %vas bc>rt on November .3 rd, 1 794,
rit Cunin lgioni, \Iass.1 a fair littie town
niestlin« Ili tme hosoli of the: H-ampjshire
bis. leue it wvas, nuo doubt, lii tîe.sc
pîctuiresque surrotundigs, that Biryant wvas
ispired %vitlh thouiglîts thit characterize

alilbis 'vritin"s,. anld emlpl:îtically s!«amlp
lii " the: l>ot of Natuiire."

His failier, a fiairly wveillto.dIo doctorJ
andi a descenidant if old Puiritani stock,
wvas very 1 rotid of bis profession, and, in
order that bis son also iigh-lt becoîne a
discip>le of .ii-scuilapius, bie hiad bira
cliristenied %Villiaîîi Cilhen, iii bonlor of a
Celebrated nliedical autibority, Wbo bi
dcpartcd thîis life four years hefore.

Buit Fortu ne, tlle cvur-walcblful nlsiress
of htînîan affairs, s:,w thiat if thie cbild
followcd iii the footstcps of its fathier, the
Muses, lier most devoted friends, %votild
indecd losc an ardenit follower. and slic
disposcd tbings accurdingly. Tbe yout'h
at an eariv tige exliilited vcry great
prccocity. Possessed of ail the ad-
vattiges tiat bis fatbers, iibrary could
afford hlmii lie became an ardent rcader
of Pope, Thomson and Cowper. J udg-
in- froin sonie of lus carlier plis 1 %wC
nmay casily perceive iblat Pope held fore-
mlost place ii %Vihliai Bxyanit's Vouthfül
aiffection.

Wortlîv Dr. Bryanit bore blis disap-
pointunieiit witbl equanimity, ind se-
ing witb rcal Puritanical wisdom tliat
it would bc- folly to thwart Ille child. in
]lus ciloice of a calingi, lie instructed lii

ini the art of v'erse-nmiakig. 7-At the tige
of nine, the yotîthiful î>oet begman bis liter-
ai>' career. From this uintil the age of
twelve, hoe wrote several poeiiîs %whichi
%were thoni collected lu the forinu of a
voluimc and read 1>' inîiself wvitlî great
stucccss before bis fatbeî andi inviied
g41tiests.

Politics, duriing the: earl>' year-, of Bry-
ant's lifé, occupied largely public aiteti-
tioîî, andc wheii' in 1807 J efferson, thle
Presidenit of the: Unitedi States, laid
.n embargo on AXmerican shiippiîig, lus
act was romnd>' deniounsced, anîd by
nie more than bv Master Brvauît liimi-
;self, %Vio, pronlilte(l no doubt b>' luis
father, ridicule t in hl is pocn "IThe
Embargo ,or Sketches of the 1ic.

T1his pileîni was publishiec ini book forîiî,
anîd nts first editioîî reccived au immnenise
saite ; but its readers ivere indeeti dotibt-
fuIl as to %v!cthier- tlie hook's athor tvas a
yotith wlîo biad but jusi cnitered blis tectns,
as was statcd ini the prefâce. This dotîbi,
bowev'cr, was7 sooîî dispclîed by lBrya.-'s
friendCs, Who 11uînotîîîced thiat thcyq were
rcady to swear as to Ille age of the: atithor.

Iii the year i Smo, the >*ct youtlîful pet
entcre(l ilie Sopbomnore class ait W~ill ianîi's
Coliec. wvbere lie spent several years in
diligent siidy. Ris, sole amb111ition diing
this timc 'vas to pass froîn WVilliain's to
Vale, anid tilere gahin ail p)o!sible bonors.
l3tit iii tiq lie 'vas sorely disappointcd,
for bis father, thutîgbi very desirous of
biaving the boy rcc tbe ighiest îhiniîacle
of faille lu leariiîg,- had b>' thlis tinie
foiuud thant bis iiieanls wotild no loniger
permit hlmi to give biis son ail the advan-
tages tblat onlly a1 University course cati1
bestoîv.

However., lie sec.ured for lii a. place
in a couîntry lawyer's office, wlîere for
beveral years the boy prepared for the bar.
It 'as iii bis eiglîteenthl yca-r, wlîile emi-
gaged iii tlîis sttîdy, iliat %Villiani Culleit
Bryaint wrote blis iiiperisliable poein
«Ibiaaopsis ; or a Visionî of ah
anud by it eininc;îtly proved liiîuîself to be
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