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Prtosof aulyonc
%wli dcsires mutchl
ku owlccdgc regard ing
our caninion whole-
smie IeCverltfe, b)ut the

ajithlor lioliS Mlit thecy ina>' n'at bc alto-
getier iliiilitercstîn«c ta U!IC averagc te.a-

If '%C 27i ve any crcdcnce ta the icgends
of the Chinese, wc ilnust believe that in
the flovery kingdoni, tea lias beeu known
framl timie inliniemlorial. %Vllat WC ýare
certain of, 15 thai this plant indigenous
in Assam, lias beeti cultivated in China
for at least onc thousand years. It belongh
ta, iie: everoreen species, and would, if
pernîihted: attain to a great hleighlt, but,
for the sakze of caîîvenience in picking, it
is kept pruur.d to the average hicighit of
about four feet. ht %vis introduced into
jajian in the thirteenth century. lu Ceylon
ils cultivation was nîany lies attempted
witholit suiccess, uintil within thec last half-
a.centurv, whcen, on the decline o.f tic
cofféc.plant, îunny of Ulic inhabitants gave
their %whole attention ta tma. l'le result
lias beau, that the OCylouese product is
110-- faiaus tbrouglîout the teva-drinikiin
%worid.

0f late years thc production ai tea
has becu tried in ncarly ai the counîries
of the world, but its success is miainly due
ta chcap) labor, available ta such a great
extent ilut'ie E~ast. I-encc it is that
atltliotielîiirod îîced aind suiccessfil ly raised
in the Southerui States, the cost of labor is
altogether tac great ît, permit successful
comipeîition with the Chinese 1roducers
Th'!e imeple of ibis part nf the United
States may, hiowever, look forward ta the
limne w-heu mechanical dev ices w~ill take
the place of imanual la'bor, and the Southi-
crii Stites ina>' bc ilien able to supply at
least the nationni deniand.

Far an exuberant crowvth af the tea-
plant, a warnî cliniatc iwliere nains are fre.
quetît and capious, is liecessary. Othier
requisites for Uic sticcessful cultivaîlon of
thet' ea-plant, are drains and furraws, con-

stitutcd lu surlh a nianner as ta aillow the
water to mil off casily. 'l'ie advanîage of
titis drainage is cxenîlificd lu the Chinese
plantations, miost of whicb are situated on
hiillsides. 'lle plant, hioever, will grow
in any good arable soi! wlîich is frac fromî
stagnant niaisture.

Ba'fore it cain he picked, the tea-plant
mîust hava attained Uie a.-C of tîrcc yeairs,
b)y wbich tuae it bias sent forth niany
shoots, fromî which, togaether with the
leaves of Uic plat, Uic tea, ismrade. Thîe
ïna.-ximîîuiii yiclcl of tha q1hrub is reached at
about the age of eighit years, after which
it begins ta deteniorate. Picking the tea,
that is, stripping the plant af its shoots
and leaves is a ratiier delicate task, for very
ofieri the sliglîtest iniury received by a
Plant kilis it. lu1 China, a prosîJerous tea-
ga rden bias fromî fifteen ta sixteen hundred
plants. 'llie average arn-ual yield par
plant is rated at ane fifth; of a pound of
nîallufactured tea.

In the mîanîufacture of tea tîe leaf is
stîbiected ta four pracesses, iiz,-drying,
ralling, fermientina and firing«. Th'e quality
of the tea depeuds principafly upon the
fermentation. After being plucked and
left ta dry, or witlîer slighîtly, the tea 15
rolled betweean thie liands, tîen it is put
aside ta ferment. During fermentation,
it nîust be carefully watched, and ivhien
tic color lias sufficiently cliauged, it 15, in
favorable weather, exposed ta tie sun for
about an hiaur. This liaving beeîî donc, it
is inmmediatcly put througlî the firing pro-
cess; tlîat is, it is sîîbjected ta a brisk licat
iii marmingr.pans aver an open fire, and
tiien all wark is completed except the sift-
irig of tîe tea. Tiiese are thc pracesses
by wlîich black tea is mnanufacture&. In
green tea the nmanufacture is carried on
sonîcwhat differ.ently.

ThIe maniier iii îhicli tea is prepared
and used mailes iu différent couraries. lIn
sanie it is custamnary ta take bath the
leaves ai.d the liquid ; the leaves beirîg
poi,,dercd ln order ta adit of Uîacir heing
swallowed easily. Eh<cept in China and
japan, sonethîing is usuahly added ta, ii
mea; nîilk and sugar ln the B3ritish Isieç
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