
2-S THE OWL

many figures are reI)resented in this ywon-
derful %work of art :for whien one begý,inis
to coutit the number that adorn even one
of the staîls, lie finds a multitude of themi
that hadl at first escaped bis notice. Per
fectiy formed faces not as large as a ten
cent j)iece peep Ironi bliinid ilhe leaves of
plants, and miniature figures of hirds and
other smnail animais, as deiicately carved
as the larger statues, are scattered about
everywhere. Stoved away in a c-orner
beliind one of the seats, there is a figure
ivhichi deserves speciai notice. It "%vas
îmde by the fifteen yecar oid son of one
of the artists engaged in the finishin g, and
rel)resents an ancient wvarrior ini the act
of giving a thiust %vitli his smord. 'J'ie
set of the limbîs and the look of fieireiiess
and determîination ini the features, al*(
broughît out ierfectly by the young artist,
w'bose namie and age are cut in the circu-
lar shield wvhiclî the warrior holcis above
bis head.

Froi the choir, two ligbîts of stairs
Iead to the subterranean chape], which is
cut out of the soiid rock of tie mounitain.
It also is fitted up fur a choir, and is fin-
ished ini wood wbose carvin- is alinost on
a par with that in the upper one. The
floor is perlia]s the most substarîtial in the
Nyorld :for it is 1iothingý eise than the rock
of the niountain wlîose surface is ievelled
zand poliied. Tasso, durin g his residence

aI MnteCasiolook a special deligbit in
attending the services in this littie chapLd.

One of thc îiiost. important parts of the
rnonastery is the librairy whicb ivili always
have a peculiar interest for the scholai-, as
the p)lace in which miany treasures of the
Greek and Latin writers were preserved
during the centuries whichi prcceded the
invention of prni.Even ini the early
history of the mionastery, copies of the
rarest MUSS. were mîade by the mionksb.
'J'lie library contains over 20,000 volumes,
neariy aIl of whicli are of great: value and
interest. Aînong the iatiuscr-ipts niay be
mientioned a translation of Origen's comn-
xnentary on St. Paul's 1Epistle to the
Romians whiicli dates frorn the 6ilh century,
a Virgil of the iolli century, and a Dante
Of Ulic î4 th. Besides works on Theoiogy,
E cclesiastical History, Liturgy, &',c., which,
one would naturally expect to find ini such
a place, there are severa) which treat of
Rbetoric, Poet ry, Plîilosophy, M\-athiemia-
tics, Physics and Astronomny, and this shows
hiow zealous the early mnonks were for the

advancenient of the Arts and Sciences
Thle eariiest i)rinted book dates frc>m 1459,

a is made of parclimient. Next in ageu
conies thle Il \orks of I actanitius ", îw*icli
%vas printed ini .j6, at the I3enedictine
mionastery of Subiaco, bv two Germans
who first introcluced thie art of printing'
int Italy. Il is the second book whicli
was piinted in ltaly, and the copies of it
are very rare, there being only tIiose of
MIonte Casino, Suhiaco, the Vatican. Beri
lin, and two or three others.

But aniong ail] the interesting tii;ng<s to
be seen at iMonte Casino, dt Archiv-es
easily hold first place. Begun by St.
Beniedict himnself. îlieY can now boas. of
an a-,e of nearlv 14 centuries. They coim-
prise 90,000 différent documients writtun
on parclîuîeiît, of which about Soo are
diplomias and charters of Em-iperors, Kimyg.
and Prnecon firming v'aricus grants
and pri0~iegeb conceded lu the Monasbter)
frin limie la timie. 'l'le earliest of these
bears the date S84, and is signed by Ado.
qPrince of the Lombards. Many of theni
have their seais ini gold, and at the head,
of others are the portraits of the Prince.:
hy whonî they were granted. There î
also a collection of ail the Bulis issued bý
the Popes regarding the mionastery, troni
the il century down ta our own limies
Arnong the miany valuabie letters preserv-
cd in this place, there is one writîen bý
St. Thomas Aquinas to thie Abbot of
Monte Casino. 'lule manner in whichi lie
addresses tfli Abbot at the beginning of
Ibis icuter, is hieid Up by t.he Benedictines,
as an undeniabie îroof of theilr assertion
that the Angelic Doctor wore thie hibit ot
their order in M-\,onte Casino for sonie
years before he becanic a Doniinicaîî.
'lic register ini whicli v'isitors signl Iheir

namieî is also kept iin the Archîivez,.
Although containing very iitf.e other tlin
pioper naines, it is still an object of great
iiîîerest. Tii il are inscril)ed ini au end-
less variety of characters, the naines and
addresses of people fromn ail parts of the
worid. Very îîiany of theni are those of
Arnericans and Englishiien, among whioni
nia' be inentioned the poet Longfellow
and W. E. Gladstone. The latter, whose
name is still kindly rernemnbered at the
mioiastery, wrote the singie word «'Fioreat,
and the former, îlîat verse front bis
IPsalm of Life " which begins :-"l Lives

of great mien ail renind us." The work
of interpreting and transiating the ancient
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