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chiristian law, the persons and properties of the Floren-
tines.

Thie latter, ruined, sent an embassv to Catlierine,
prayingr ber to interpose lierseif between Gýregory XI and

Catherine could flot refuse-thie greatest hiorrors nie-
naced Italy-and the Saint placcd hierseif en route for
Avignon.

Mie Pope received lier, seated uipon the thirone, sur-
rounded by the Cardinals.

Catherine presented hierseif very liumblv. and, ccr-
tainlv, it mnust have looked v-erv striange thiat ic laughty,
thle powcrfuli Florence hiad chosenl the d-augliter of a dver
of Siena as lier miediatress. But lier prayers in favor of
the rebelious ivere so touchlingr diat Gregrory I i u
lirst interview, placed ini lier liaîds the conditions of the
peace, only recomimending lier to, guard safcly tic lionor
of thc Churchi.

Cathecrine lbad sworni to hierseif to obtain thc return
of the Apostolic Se to Romie. Suce tvislied the Pope to
dcliver Italv frouî lier licutenants. Slue wvisled lmi to
lake iii land ic govcrîzîîentu of the Pontifical doniain,
Ui, as a truc pastor, lie would commence Uhc reft-rtni of
ille Churchi-of Cardinals ;uîd ltaliani prelates in tic fir.st
place. -Sefeared flot to reproacli the l-Icad of the Clitrcli
%wudî luis tinîiditiv, witb bis excessive cîlie.

lhad been elcced on the thirtieth of I)ccuîbcr i137o, at the
agqe, of thtirtv-cigh-It vears. 1 le %vas learnct, bis lite lîad
aiways b)eei verv pure, very regular. Trimiid il, cluaractter,
verv delleate ini bealth, lie hiad for lis parents anl iîfaui-

'llie hîumble terhiary inspired Gregory XI with acs-iii
iltlar veieratioui. I-le adnîircd lier absolute iuîdifference
for Ulic spleui.. wlîich surromided lier, thc frankness
witbi whiclî slic lîad expressed licrself in rcgard to, mnu
mind tlîings of the court of .Avignrion. 1lc couvcrsed oftetî
11-41 lier, consultedl lier and conductcd lier into, Uhe full
çxiisistory.

lle conficncc with wh'lîi thc Pope lionored Catlîc-
rne was not, slow to grcatly disquiet thc Pontifical Court.
Anld tbis Young girl. wlio wouild have to, dccidc the ctcr-

I.


