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G. B. Hunter, Esq., of Swan and Hunter,
ship-bilders, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr H.
visited America last winter in connexion
with establishment of a faster transatlan-
tic steamship service. Mr Hunter we take
to be a public-spirited cosmopolite of lib-
eral views. In gratitude for human prog-
res in the past, won amid many a set-bak
thru strenuos perseverance, sacrifice and
even martyrdom,our benefacter has made
this thank-ofering for benefits enjoyd by
helping on the car of progres in the spirit
of words Lowel puts in Cromwel’s mouth:
“So speaks that inward voice which never yet

Spake falsely, when it urged the spirit on

To noble emprise for country and mankind.

Ang, for success, Iask no more than this,—

To bear unflinching witness to the truth.

All true whole men succeed; for what is worth

Success's naue, unless it be the thought,

The inward surety, to have carried out
A noble purpuse to a noble end,
Although it be the gallows or the block ?”

We intend to divide the gift equaly in
heip to four objects that now apear to re-
quire it more or les urgently:

(1) Converting preofreaders by puting
all such whose adresses wecan get or that
may be sent us on THE HERALD’S mailing
list for two or three years, trusting their
conversion may lead to practis and use of
Preferd Spelings especialy (as those on
p. 86 and others). We hav apeald to pub-
lishers and the public genraly to the ne-
glect of proofreaders who ar autocrats in
speling, each in his own ofice, and whom
compositers obey, wilingly or not. Even
publishers and the public hav litl to say
as to wordforms, thru indifrence. Proof-
readers hav intelligcence, which, when
they stop to reason, shud lead aright.

(%) Provide an easy and efectual way of
teaching the analysis and synthesis of
words to children especialy—a problem
not yet satisfactorily solvd, and of para-
mount importance to stedy progres—and
80 raise a generation bred to beter ways.

(3) Extending our genral circulation.
100 workers each judiciosly distributing
100 copies of evry issue wud giv a circu-
lation of 10,000, five times what it is now,

(4) Ad $12-15 to our type-fund.

WITH THE LINGUISTS.

Actual workers and thinkers in linguis-
tics ar ever tuching questions within Tus
HEerALD's purview. Some of these maters
hav deep interest and bearing for us,

Dr Sweet (e Maitre Plhonetique, Dec’r
last) has an. important contribution upon
Mixt Vowels. Amid much els, the

RELATION OF VOWEL IN %p TO Q
comes in for this statement (with A uzed
as he does for the vowel comented on):

“I hav for sam time been pAzld by a wide va-

riety of the English vowel in up [ap], which I
think now is my own natural pronanciation. It
is not the lo-mixt-wide vowel, which formerly
was the only place I cud find for it. I now find
it the outform of the vowel in father, from which
it is obtaind by simply moving the tang forward
into the midl of the mouth, preserving the slope
of the tang. The first element of the difthong
in ‘eye’ seems to be the same vowel.”

We believ Sweet’s pronunciation of fath-
er to be fod° in our notation, We find a in

abave acastom came dabl Datch encarage
frant indactiv instraction mach mafld namber
one Ather pronanciation pazl resalt sabstitute
stady sach same andoutedly ander.

In it we remark that o ocurs before r but
once (encourage), and then a vowel imme-
diatly folos r. In case of r + consonant,
Dr Sweet (who drops such r) uzes held
o (9:) insted of A (as waik, work) in
observ first disturbing further he(a)rd.

If A is the “wide variety” of the vowel in
up, o: must be very near the close variety.
The pairing of the vowel in up with that
in no has been least satisfactory of any.
Shud it be found to pair best with a-vow-
els, a trublsome hitch is replaced by a
solution comparativly simpl.

When the Modern Language Aso’n met
at Cambridge, Mas., just after Cristmas,
its president, Prof. Sheldon, spoke on
“Practical Filology” Now, revizion of
wordforms is a focus to which converge
about all that is practical in filology. The
New York Nation (Jan. 9) says Prof. S.
“emfasized the linguist’s relation to gram-
ar and dictionary, cautioning even him
against neglecting the dictates of custom
which establisht somewhat difrent stand-
ards from those expected in a natural de-
velopment of language. The filologist
recognizes evolution of linguistic forms;
he must stil acnoledge as must evry edu-
cated person

THE CLAIMS OF FASION.
Prof. S. exprest a wish for broader recog-
nition in dictionaries of both natural and
aquired forms of spoken language, and de-
plored in strongest terms any conflict be-
tween the filologist and his sometime lit-
erary antagonist. (Aplaus).”

The Nation (Jan 9) gave too an acount
of a paper by Prof. Thomas (Columbia) on
AMELIORATION OF SPELING.

He broit forward no radical scheme, he
posed as noseltf-satisfied leader in a great
movement but poked fun at extremists on
both sides; he presented the anomalies
and absurdities of our presnt cacografic
mode and aded one practical suggestion:
educate comon-scool teachers in the
HISTORY OF SPELING;

how astounding and absurd anomalies
grew up,and the senslesnes of preserving
what has long become outgrown and use-
les. Such plan wud bring realization of



