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‘overcome him. They

16 The Sin cf Lying

Lesson VI.

Acts 5: 1-11. Study Acts4: 33to5: 11,

1 Buta certain man named A'hani‘as, with Sapphi’ra
his wife, sold & possession, K

2 And keptbackpartof the priee, his wife also being
privy to it, und brought a certain part, and laid i at
the apostles’ feet.

3 But Pe'ter said, A’nanias why hath Satan filled
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back
partof the price of the land ?

4 Whiles it remained, 1 was it not thinc own? and
after it wassold, was {tnot in thine own power? 2 why
hast thou conceived this thing in_thine heart? thou
hast not lied unto men, but uunto God.

5 And A’nanias hearing these words feltdown, and
gave up the ghost : and great fear came 3on all them
that heard these things.

6 And the 4 young men arose, 5wound him up, and

THE SIN OF LYING

Commit to memory vs, 3-5. Read James 3.

February 9, 1902

carried Aim out, ané buried kim.

7 And it wasabout the space of three hours after,
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in,

8 And Pe’teranswered unto her, Tell me whetherye
sold )thclund for comuch? And she sald, Yea, forso
much.

9 ¢ Then Pe'ter said unto her, How is it that ye have
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?
bLehold, the feet of them which have buried thy
husband areatthe door, und 7and shall carry thee out.

10 8 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, ard
9 yielded up the ghost : and the young men came in,
and found her dead, and, 10 carrying her forth, buried
her by her husband.

11 Aud great fear came upon 11all the church, and
upon 12a3 many as heard these things.

Revised Version~1 Did 1t not remain ; 2 How 131t that thou hast? 3Upon all that heard it; 4 Margin,
Greek, younger; v And \vmp{x:d him round, and they ; 6 But Peter; 7They; 8 And she fell down immediately;

sgave up ; 19And they carr

ed herout and; 11 The w

hole ; 12.A10 that heard,

EXPLANATION

Qonnection—Having been released by the Coun-
eil, Peter and Johu returned to the rest of the discl-
ples, and as they prayed the place was shaken where
they were assembled, and the Holy Spint was pour-
ed out nfresh, to strengthen therr faith so sorely tried
by this sharp persecution (4:23-31). A new difficulty
arose however, not without, but within, the Church.
The early Christians were one inthought and affec-
tion like the membersof a family, sharing their goods
readily with one another (v. 32). The Church, too,
was active in work, and all enjoyed the favor of God,
and lacked nothing, those who had property selling
it forthe benefit of the needy (vs. 33, 31). Anin-
stenceof this beautiful chanty isscen in the case of
Barnabag (vs. 3>-37.) Itisalso in striking contrast
to the hypocrisy of Ananias, with the sad account of
which the lesson is concerned.

1,2. But; bringing in a strong contrast. Ananias;
the Greek form of Hananiah (Dan. 1:6,7), mcaning
“Jehovah pities,” or of Ananiah, meaning “Jchovah
protects.” Sapphira; a Synac name Ineaning
“besutiful.” Her name did not agree with her char-
acter. A possession; a picce of land (v. 3.) Eept
back part; while professing to bring the whole.
“Satan cnters this new paradise.” Privy to it;
being in the secret.  Brought a certain part. He
wanted to be honored like Barnabas (4 : 36, 37), but
without his self-denial, so he played the hypocrite
and lar. Laid it at the apostles’ feet ; probably
when they had met for worship. He spoke no word,
butstill he lied.

3, 4, Why bath Satan, etc. P Instead of resist-
ing the temptation,

ceive others, he was deceiving God. Was it not
thine own P Thisshows that the division of property
was not by command, but voluntary. After it was
sold. The money was his todispose of as he pleased.
He could have given part without lying about it.
Not lied untomon, but unto God. The reallorce
of the liec wasagainst God more than mea. Sothe
psalmist said of himself, Ps. 51: 4,

5,8. Gave up the ghost, or breath of life; ex-
pired. It was not through shame of exposure, but
by adirect act of divine judgment. Peter had no
blame in it, Great fear. They perceived God's
hund and were filled with awe. The young men.
Tristram says that a society of young men was at-
tached to each synagogue, ready to perform any
meninal task. Wrapped him round ; drew toge-
ther the limbs and wrapped up the body for burial.
Carried him out; outside the city where burial
always took place. The bhurial usually followed
within three or four hoursafter death. .

7, 8. Three hours after. The asscmbly had evi-
dently not broken up. His wife not knowing ;
perhaps alurmed at her husband's delay was looking
for him. Tellme whether, etc. ; probably naming
the sum that Anauias had brought. ¥ea, for so
much ; addiuga spuken lie to the one she had acted.

9. To tempt, etc.; to test whether the Holy
Ghost would punish such a deception or not.

10,11, Then foll she ... athis feet; where
the money which led to theirsin was laid. .All the
church; the word means *assembly,” and is here
first used in the Acts for the assembly of believers.
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