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gested, that, being a native of Bethsaida,
Nvhieli was not far awvay, he would know
the country best, and where to find food.
But Dods, following Cyril, is doubtless right
Mien he finds the explanation iii Philip's
charactçr, and in the word "Cprove" of
verse O. "lPhilipw~as apparently a2matter-
of-fact person (14: 8), a quick reekoner, a.
good mnan of business, and therefore, more
ready to, rely on his owni shreNvd calcula
tions than on unseen resources. This weak-
ness Jesuis gives htim an opportunity of con-
quering."l (Bxpositor's Greek Testament.)
Whence t Froin wvhat village, or with what
rnoney? Bread; literally, loaves.

V. 6. To prove hlm. See on precedinge
verse. He him=ecf knew whoi he would do.
"With God ail things are possible." (Mt.

19: 26.) It was the intention of Jesus from.
the firsù te perform the miracle. He was,
therefore, not in need of suggestions fromn
any one.

V. 7. J'hiilip answered hirm. Prudently he
inakes his calculations, thus showing that
Christs estimate of hixu was correct.' 2wo
hunclred pennyworth. The penny was the
Roman silver coin known as the denarius,
%vorth about 17 cents. The whole araount
would be about $34.O0, which would repre-
sent a much larger sum 110w. A denariws
nt that finie represented a day's wnges. No
such arnount of ioney was available; nor
iwas there any store of provisions near by to
bc bought. It was, therefore, impossible,
according te Philip, te, provide for the
multitude. It wvas a common sense answer,
but it lacked the element of faith.

V. 8. One of the disciples, Anclrew. They
had been discussing the Mlasbtes question
to Philip amongst themnselves in a sort of
cominittee of supply. Andrew's mind, as
Nvell as Phîlip's, was of a practical bent. It
i'as lie who broughit Peter te, Jesus. (1 : 41.)
With 1>hilip, he carried to Ris Lord the
message of the Greeks in the Teinple who
wvere sceeking for Jesus. (12: 22.) Philip
had emphiasized the difficult.y. Andrew
non' points out the very limited resources.
Nie is one stop in advance of Plillip, in that,
,whilst Philip secs only impossibilities,

Andrew points out what is available, litt!e
though it bc. Hie las a construtive m-ind.
A valuable sort of mian in1 any enterprise.

V. 9. A lad; literal1ly, "one littie boy."
Barley loaves. Smt-il, thin, coarse cakes,
the food of the poorer classes; the cheapest
kind of bread. (Ezek. .13: 19.) Two smal
jishes. The word mneans literally a relish or
"kitchen," eaten ivith bread, like our
sardines, or the Russian "Ccaviar," or the
pickled herrings of Holland and Germnany,
or a peculiar kind of siali, dried fish, eaten
with the bones, in the north of Scotland.
(Edersheirn.) ThE Laýke ofGalileeabounded
in small fishi, which whien diied or pickled
were eaten alc-ig with bread. They were
iobabIy the boy's ]uakch, and he must have
Ileea xifi1ý aubÉrbCdM NOhat wz; going on
not, to have eaten themn before. But whaf
«re they t "Sbowing the helplessness, of the
disciples and the inadequacy of the menus,
as the background on which the greatness
of the miracle may be seen."
171. Enough anLd 'co Spare, 10-14.

V. 10 3r«ke the men sit dowyz. With what,
calm self-possession Jesus speaks, as though
preparing for an ordinary meal. Their
obedience showed their faith- in Ris power.
There n'as much grass. It was in April, the
time of the «Rassover (v. 4), and the earth
n'as covered with spring-time verdure. Vie
men sut down reclined on the grass. John
does not reJ' n the women and children.
lMatthew% mentions theni. (ch. 14: 21.) Says
a commentator with a fatherly heart:
Il Some of the children might steal up to
Jesus, te receive from Ris owvn hand."

«V. Il. Tien lie htad given thanks; the
usual grace before nient offered by the head
of a Jewish ftamily. Even pagaiis gave
thanks hefore mneals. The blessing of God
n'as necessary to the miracle. He distributed
Io the disciples. They n'ere co-n'orkers witm
Jesus. 1V n'a a flt.ting symnbol of the work
to n'hich Jesus n'as calling them, te, break
te the multitude the Bread of Life. As much
as they would; until ail were sntisfied.

Vs. 12, 13. Witen they twere fled. They
hadl received a full mcml, in contrast with
the littîe bite suggcstcd by Philip. (v. 7.)
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