
ing bas Its dangers. Let ail teike care demns this two.foid use of the tongue, thus
that they are qualified te instruct before they blcssing God and cursing nman.
desire to teach, If a man is abie to contrel Vcr. i i. The niixing of good and evii is
bis speech it is a sign that hie has reached a flot found in nature. When the water gushes
high standard of christian living. Indeed if out of the rock it is of one kind. \'ou do flot*
he can bridie bis tengue, hie has power to bridie find sweet watcr this moment, and bitter the
his whoie body, and te resist the temptations next.
that corne te him through the senses. 1In Palestine rnany of the springs are far

Ver. 3. Horses through bits are used by from fresh. Indeedthose on the eastern siopes
men, and are thus forced tu do as their drivers of Jadah and Benijamini are brackish. But
wish. Through a little instrument- applied in they are conrtant in the quaiity of their waters.
a right way much goud resuits. When man is good hie ought te speal. the words

Ver. 4. Ships great and, when eut of the of trutb and of rihand in love. It is rn
waters, most unwieidy, cari be easily turned, tu sing to the Lord one minute, and the next
and controlled by littie helms. And se tbe lie and blaspheme, as so many do.
Importance of the controlling of the little mem- Ver. 12. James bcre asks a pc.:nted ques-
ber cf the tengue, is great. In the govern. tion. In Palestine around every court yard,
ment cf the body the power of using the tongue and aimust every bouse, flgs and vines grow
aright is ail important. most luxuriantly. Then in such places as the

Ver. 5. The tongue is apt te run toecvii. Mount cf Olives, the clive trees are round la
If net put te rlght uses, it is sure te become a abundance. But in ne cage did the one kind

fruitfui source cf evil. As a littie lire kindies cf tree bear tbe fruit naturni te another.
a great conflagration, se the ire cf the tongue Each trce bore its cwn peculiar fruit, and
-nay spread te ail the members. ne other. In thus limiting itself man

Ver. 6. In itseif the tongue is a lire, is a bas an illustration cf what he ought te do in
werid cf iniquity. It utters ail evil thoughts bis speech. Made for God tbe tongue sbouid
and desires, and is the direct and indiiect cause praise bum; made te aid man ii ought te bless
cf much of the sin te be found in the world. a brother, and curse net.
This evil mnember brings the spots cf defile. Then James gees back te tbe idea cf springs.
ment on the whole body. The wbeei cf lire, A sait spring yields sait watér, and net fresh.
whicb begins te roil at birth and relIs on tili If blessing comes frein lips tainted witb curs-
death, is ;et on ire tbrougb the wickedness cf ing, then it is in the end transformed, inte a
the tongue. Nay as the tongue can enly be curse. Tbe twofold power cf the tongue is
cleansed by the lire from heaven, so it is often only in appearance; for ail is bad. "The,
actually consumed by the fire cf bell. The prayers and praises cf the hypocrite who
terra hell refers te the cvil influences that play cherisies hatred in bis heart, are worse thani
on the sinful and came frorn the unseen werid. worthless "-they are wicked.

Ver. 7. This verse shows bcw man bas Ver. 13. Tbis text shows us the wise man
tamed the beasts cf the field, the fowl cf the cf the New Testament. The termi Iwise»
air, the fish cf the sea. Rats, wasps, and lays the the emphasis on tbe moral side and
lions bave been tamed ; and man is constantly the term, "«endued with knowledge" on the
humanising ail things. inteliectual. If a man weuld have the qualifi-

Ver. S. But te tame the unruly tongue is cations cf a truc teacher, be must bave moral
net in man's power, and can only be done by and spiritual quaities, such as were fou; 1 in
Ged's. The passion cf sin is in the tongue, Christ ; and te these must be added know
and this makes it a death bringing member. ledge. God's children sheuid be like their

Ver. 9. Hewv incensistent are the uses cf Father, living in light in which there is ne
the tongue? At one time it is used te praise darkness. Having tbese twe graces the true
i3od for what He is, and bas donc for men; christian is te show by bis conversation, or
at another te curse men, te express the desire rather b>' bis life, bis works cf faith and bis
te injure a brother, a brctber made in God's labours cf love. H1e is net only te be good,
image, and dear te the heart cf God, as Ris 'but bis goodness is te be cf the nobiest type.
child. And in thus bearing the christiaxi fruit, the

Ver. zo. In tbe ioth verse James con- ideai wise man wiii be rneek-free from the
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