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MEN OF THE TIMES.

SIDNEY F. MCKINNON.
(OtR. P. McKInnon & Co, Torouto)

1 soe 1ien’s Judginontas nro a parcel of thelr fortunoa.
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A ng men whe have made a nanie fur themselves oo Canadian
business circles 1t would be difficult to (ind one who from force of
chararter, sound judgment and keen intelligence has acquired such
acommanding position as Mr Sidney Finley McKinnon, sole mem-
ber of the well known wholesale millinery house of S. F. McKwnon
& Co., Toronto. Mr. McKinnon is a Canadian by binth andis a
true type of the men who have helped to place their native land 1n
the proud position she holds 1n the woild of cominerce. He was born
in the county of Halton, Ont,, and in 186u commenced his business
career in a general storein

& McKinnon. Although a satisfactory compromise to all concerned
was cffected, Mr. McKinnon with an object in view which stamped
lum as a man of indomitable will and possessed of a keen sense of
honor put his shoulders to the wheel, and at the end of fourteen
years paid one half the loss sustained by his creditors at the timaof
the failure. This display of business honor was so unusual that the
creditors marked their senseof it by presenting Mr. McKinnon with
a sohid silver service of plate, which the recipient justly values as one
uf the greatest complunents that could have been pad him,

Besides controlling his large millinery business he is prominently
identified with other important concerns. He is President (&' the
McKinnon, Dash, and Hardware Company, of Buffalo, N. Y., swhish
ranks second of its kind in the United States; President of the Ire-
land National Food Company, of Toronto; President ot the Canada
Paint Company, of Montreal; President of the Widdiheld Electric
Brake Company, of Toronto, vice-president of the Manufacturers’

Life and Acudent Insurance Lompany; a director of the Traders’
Bank,of the Toronto Elec-

tric Light Company; of the

the village of Georgetown
where he remammed for
some years. He then went
(o Chicage and accepted a
position n a large retanl
dry goods store He re
turned to Canada i 1867
and stanied in business for
Inmselfin Wingham, luron
county, as ageueral store-
keeper.  Shonly after-
wards he sold out and re-
turned to Georgetown con-
tinuing in the general store
business. He was pros-
pering well when in 1872
lus premises were com-
pletely destroyed by fire.
ile then came to Toronto
and enteted 1nto partner-
ship with James Brayley &
William 1 Ash, wholesale .
mullinery mporters, the
style of the frm bheng
RBrayley, Ash& McKinnon.
About a year afterwaids
the finn faled. A com-
promise was, however, cf-
fected and the firm was

dissolved. The business
was conunued by Messrs.
Brayley & Mchinnon and :
later Mr. McKinnon start- . o . .
ed on his own accountin o L
; > PPN R

Fire Insurance Exchange,
K and of the Dominion Sate
Deposit Warehousing and
: ‘ Loan Company,of Toronto.
: He had been foryears a
member of the council of
the Toronto Boardof Trade
and at the last annual
meeting, in a triangular
contest, was electedsecond
Vice-President by a hand.
some majornty.

Mr. McKinnon owing to
the heavy responsibilities
devolving upon him in
business matters has not
sought for political honors,
but he holds such a pro-
minent position inthe party
to which he has linked him.
sell that his early advent in
the arena of politics is not
one of the improbabilities,
He is still a frcquent visitor
to the Brniish markets
where his many admirable
qualities have made him
umversally esteemed.

The warzhouse is situ-
ated at 16 and 18 Welling-
ton street west, consisting
of six flats, and 1s a hand.
some, commodious, and
well highted building. It

one of the upper flats of
the Iron Block on Front
street,  His next step was
to take into partnership Messra W € Proctor & Dugald McCall
and remove to larger premises on the some street.  Five years
afterwards Mr. McCall withdrew, and for four years more the busi.
ness was carried on under the style of McKinnon, Proctor & Co.,
when the partnership was dissolved. Since then Mr. McKinnon has
had no one associated with hinu in business, and almost unparalleled
success has crowned his efforts,

Mr. McKinnonis an extremely able and sagacious man ot busi-
nest and conducts the affairs of his extensive establishment in such
a way as to place the business upon the most sohd basts of prosper-
ity He is possessed of spiendul executive ability and all the essen-
tial charactenstics that tend to success in lile.  Heas in the highest
sense of the tern an honorable man. This was most strikingly ex-
emplified 1n connection with the failure of the firm of Brayley, Ash

SIDNEY F. MCKINNON.

has allthemodern facilities
for the convenicnce of buy-
ers and for the prompt despatch of business. Mt McKinnon know-
ing full well the advantage of surrounding hunselt with all the ad-
juncts that are essential to success has a staff of employes that )
credit to his shrewdness and soundness of judgment in this respect.
The result is that the volt  } of business of S. F. McKinnon & Ca,,
stands second to none in the Dominion.

It may be mentioned that besides millinery proper, the cloak de-
partment of the business 1s populazly known throughout Canada and
the immense proportions to which 1t has attained is due chiefly to
the fact that Mr. McKinnon gives it his persanal attention.

Some idea of the extent of the business of this house can be
gleaned from the fact that they employ fzcm twelve to fifteen travel.
lers thus bringing their stock before, and doing business with, all the
leading mer~hants not only in Ontario but in Quebec, tiie Mantime
Provinces, Northwest Ternitones and British Columbia.




