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lauîu livcd, lie %vould have ranked ainonig
the wvorl ds grcatest thiinklers. Tennyson
said of lîjîni thiat lie nieyer met a man wlio
could mnaster so thorouglily at a single
rcading a difficuit treatise un phiilosophiy.
Hie liad the faculty of going straighit to
the centre of an argument, of scparating
the essentials from thc non-essentials, and
nioreover, lie liad the gift of lucid expres-
Sion. Thierc does not seeni to bc any
lieîghits o! pilosophy to îvhichi lie iigbit
not liavc* clinibed liad not death interposecl.

The remiark of Tennyson that hiad 1-l-
lim lîvcd lic wvould hiave been a great man
but flot a great poct seenis to bc justified
Iby the opinion of biis friends, and is con-
firniied by a reading of his poetic remiains.
Sweetness is a strong eleinent iii these,
but thiere is a nîiost curious absence o!
p)assion, of thiat 'sensuous element", %whichi
lic so inuchi admnired in the carly poetry
oe Tennyson. Wordsworth -was evidently
Ilis miaster, and the thoughitful gravity
aiit calin repose of ]lis miaster is cvcry-
wlicrc visiblc. At no tinie docs hie reachi
the hceighits to wvhich Tennyson attainied.
even during thc 183()-33 pcriod, inor is
there any internai evidence in lus poCiliS
tiat the poetic faculty would hiave under-
gYone furthcer dcvelopmuent. As a critic,
lioivver, I-Iallami gave great promise. I-is
essay "On Somne of the Cliaracteristics of
Modern Poetry andi on the Lyricai Poemls
of Alfred Tennyson," is a iasterpicce of
literary criticisin. I venture to, say tlî;t
iîothing so good along thlis line lias ever
been produccd by so voung a mîan, iîot
even excepting the "Miýiltoni" o! Macaulay.
Vhc cssay is extraordinary. tuot only for
its critical insight. but also for its prophect-
ic powecr. Tlîc five exceliencies wiiiclh lie
poiiîtcd out arc now oui ail liands adiniittcd
..s thîe distinguishing nmarks of the poctry
of Tennyson. Aind !urthcer thîaî this.
thiere is 110 lne along wvlich the genius
of the l1ate Laurcate rnovcd but is indicatcd
iii thîis cssay. The more it is rcad. the
more is the rcader imprcssed wvith- its
powcr.

In closing. .iust a word as to the rela-
tions bctwecn I-allarn and Tennyson. Thie
MemIiioir o! thec Laurcate gives us a bcauti-

fui picture of this fricnidsliip. Did space
permuit -ive would like to lingcr over tic
record. Tlie two, secin to bave bccn at-
tractcd to each otiier at once. and froin
the' day of t!îcir first mieeting until thie day

o! I-Iallani's deati, 11o chauid camne bettveen
to niar (lheir friendlslip.

A nuniber o! H-aliani's letters have been
prescrved and are printcd iii the Tennyson
MýLcmioir, but thiose o! Tennysont to 1-l-
laîn wverc unfortunately burned by the
eider Hallani slbortly after the deatli o! Iiis
soni. Thiere is no sentinmentality, nothing
iiiaudhiui or affccted iii these letters, but a
nianly affection sitch as one strong, man
%vould feel for aîiothcr. The friendship
o! Hallain ivas niot confinced tu luis letters,
but ivas cxliibited iniiniany practical ways.
lic lost no opportunity (i! pushîing the
clainis of Tennyson as a poet destined to
bc oneC o! Eng-land's greatcst. Th'e essay
bcfore re!crred to gave the world biis per-
sonal opinion. But tlîis ivas not aIl. Let-
ters tliat hiave recently come to lighit
show luis timiwearicd efforts to brin-pg the'
great reviews o! Uic timne around to bis
opinlion. Robertson Nicoîl, a short time
ago, unecartlied two lctters fronii Hallami 10
Leigli 1lunt, urgiîug Tennyson's clainus to
a favorable notice in the "'Ta-tler," o! wlîiclî
Hlunt w~as tlhen editor. The friendslîipi
o! the two yonng men ivas further
strcngtbcnied hîy I-iallani's engagemient to
Tcnniysoni's sister. Tiîey even i)lanned to
publisbi tlîci r poeins together, but Henry
Hallamn (lic uot approve the projcct and
the plan ivas droppcd. Tie IICws o! Il-
ianli's dcath plungcd Tennyson into suw-h
clcptlus of (lespair that hiis fricnds fearcd
for ]lis reason. It ivas years before lie
recovcrcd from thc sbiock. "Ini\IMeniiori-
aîîîi ' is tlue conînicntary on thîe fricndship
betw'Ccîi thlese two great iinds.

Enougli huas beezi saich to showv thuat Ar-
tliur Ilenry I-Iailam ias a man of no coi-
mon order. but onec o! those rare inîtellccts
wlicii appear ii Ille îvorld at ivide inter-
vais for thue Ibhcssiing of iinaffkind. '"As the'
gods rcckzon. to be enisiirinced iin 'Ii 'Me-
nioriani' is a Iiighelr guerclon thian long
life filcd 'wvitl picasure and success. For
uis of the end of tie Nincelntli Ccîitury.
lookcing back on ail thlese nmen aîîd thecir
doiuigs. it is an open question whcthcr tlhe
go(1s did bcst for us iii takzinz tlhe nman
and lcaving tlhe occasion for tie inînuiortal
Song of Songs, wliichi is Teîînyson's. Tcîu-
nlYson in ail circuinstauccs iu-.t ha.ve Sunig
grcatly to us :Artliur 'Henry l-Tallam
miighit have lived and scrved luis race b)ettqer
tl-tii lic servcd it by dyiiig."
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