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Religious

MISSIONS IN NORTHERN INDIA, OF THE PRFSDYIE.
RIAN CUURCH, OLD SCHOOL, UNITED +TES—
COMMENCED IN 18323.

One of tho earliest of theso missions to which these pages arc devoted,
was formed in North India. It hasalso becumo one of the Inrgest mus-
sions ; 90 that a full account of its history cannot bo given in this work,
I would aiin here st giving metely & general viow of India as a mi=ston.
ary field, and the Presbyterian nussion s its north-western provinces,

The couotry, to which the title of Indin 18 now conmunonly appliod,
forms & well-defined part of south-casicrn Asim.  {t 18 bounded on the
north-east by tho Hinalaya Mountains ; on the north-west by the niver
Todus, and on other sides by the Indian Ocean, and the Bay of Bongal.
From Cape Conorin, in north lawwde §2, tu Cashuiese, 1 343, na
length is about 1,900 miles; and its greatest breadth, from the mouth of
the Indus to Burmah, is about 1,500 miles. Owing 1o its irregular figure,
its arca may be stated at about 1,230,000 square uules, bewg nearly tho
same as that of the old twenty-six States of our confederacy.

Some parts of this vast territory are mountainous, though they are under
cultivation to a considerablo extent. At the north-west some districts
are neatly deserts of sand, whilo extensive deltas at the mouth of the
Ganges and some other rivers, aro also uninhabitablo. ‘I'he greater pant
of the country, however, possesscs a rich soil, which is mostly under cul-
tivation, and which under the heat and mnoisture of a tropical clunate,

"produces a large supply of food and clothing for its own inhabitants, and
some of the niost valuable articles of commerce with forerign nativns.

The people of India, estiinated at 150,000,000 are clothed to a great ex-

tent from the cotton grown in certain districts ; and the production of

this important article of inodern commerce mught, no doubt, bo greatly
increased. Sugar, indigo, opium, and rice, are all leading staples of

Indian commerce. Rico forms a large part of tho food of tho natives,

and is exported to foreign countries. In the northern provinces, wheat

and other grains are cultivated,

The Hindus differ from each other in their appearance, and probably
in their origin. Commonly they are of a datk complexion, but the
wealthier clumes ave of a lighter color. In some provinces, us in Ben-
gul, they are a alightly-built, effeminate race ; iu others,as in Rajpoo-
tans, and other north-western provinces, they are & muscular, vigorous
people, the men Jooking quite warlike, with their match-locks, hiclds,
and swords. y are by no means a savage race. A certain kind of
avilization bas existed for centurics. They are found culiivating the
ooil as their chief employment, bat carpeaters, blacksmiths, weavers,
dyers, ;.ardeners, grooms, cooks, barbers, teachers, leataed men, soldiers,

jests, and other classes show a civilized sts:  »f society—though these
terms do not describe oceupations or profesc.ont at all so advanced as

‘wo meet with in"westorn nations. Their habits of life are simple, and
¢ .
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with 00 ather hevo rage than waser, aapply theit waam  Thers are sune
men of wealth, hat maut of the prople ate eattmmely pane  Hand - wark.
Ing men, in the fielde of on boate, ate giad ta ohian theee tupses A
tnon', for wage, or less than a dellar and 2 baif, out of which they
must find themeelven  Their hope of terter citeamatanees dapsads 6b
Chastianity  This will reiiere them from the heavy bunlens of fdole
atry and superstition, which naw consnme mash of thest tine and fro.
perty It wi'l break the yoke of cacte and sHaw s00pn for enterprivse,
It will substituir the holy day of reet fur numeraas festivale, demnralic
ting and exponsive. It wili teach then truth, integrity, onntontinent,
domestie happiness, ;v needful t: ali inen, bat eapmetatly to the poor.
Religinn will then be their best sppatt, instead of being, 24 {1 sutely be
now, thelir greatrst burden.

It Is difficult tr describe clonrly 1he teligion of the MHindos  Conflio.
ting virws are givon in their aacred booke.  Same weiters maintain she
unity of the Divine nature , athers, printheistic nutions, others still, po.
Iytheism , many ar« fund of mewphysical subileven, more dehght in
oolish egends and entrapting hisionas—eeuch a« the amours of the god
Krishan with several thousand dairy-maide  ‘Their sserad writings are
very voluminous, and esutain mnany just sontiments snd good procepts ;
but contaln also greater quant-ties of nonsense and depravity than could
be found in the literaturo of al) other nationa.

Sonie authors have aitemped to treat ting religinn as if it were = logls
cal system. They speak of Birahm as rogardea by Hindos aa 3 pare sod
orginal spirit, pervading all things, but existing in an uncenscioun state,
until, middonly awakoning, hs craated fo fllusion or caused their images
to appeary tho universe, and the seada of things that shauld esist; ho
then gave cvistence to Brahma, Vishou, and Shiv, and committing to
theny farther conduct of the world, ho reiapsed into unennselovanem,
As a spint taking no anterost in tho aflairs of men, Brahm reesiver mo
worshup whatevee , but the trind, Brahima, the crenior, Vidhnu, the pte-
server, and Shiv, the destrayer,~rupposed (o represent the thira condi-
tions of all finite existence,—are worshipped over all lodia.  nnumer.
ablo lesser divinities, gods and goddesses, 256 also warshipped in various
places, at particular titnes, ar for special junsdiction vvor the sfluire of
human lifo, each by his own follawers. A godidess is worshipped by
thievns and tmurders; another 1s mvoked for the removal of the sinall pox,
a god presides aver the fieids, &e.  Whatever thenry inay ba advanood
in order to systematizo the religious belief of the MHindos, or however
their learncd m=n may spoculate on the metaphyncal and actusl rela-
tions of the gods to each other and t human beings, it eceams 10 be quite
certain that practically this religion s neither more or lexs than & he-
terogencons componnd of gross idolatry.  “I'he unage of Shiv mey per.
haps help tho Jearned worshipper t» meditate on the abjeet of worship
to nearly all who resort to its temple. Not only nre nnages of
various slzes and figures—consiructed out of c¢lay, stone, wood, or metai
~the objects of religions worship, but cerimin trees, stancs, rivers, &e.
‘The Ganges Is contidered & goddrss, and recestes warship fram moet of
those who live on ita banks, and fram multsiudes who resort to it from
diatant parts of the country. ‘To bathe in 118 waters is a euro way to
hecome freo from sin, to die on its hanks, drinking its water and Invo-
king its name, is a pasport 1o heaven.  ‘Thoucands of warshippers may
be seen overy day paying their homage to this river, and in many places
the sick and dying are cxpnsed on its banks, under the burning sun by
dag, and in the damp air at mght, 1n the vain hope of thiereby onding
life in peace, and going at once 1o a better world,

The doctrine of the transmigeation of the soul, or its pas-age from ane
body into anather, is a part of this religion. This idea of & guccesslon
of births into higher or lower boings, according to the conduet, has grear
influence over the Hindus. To deter men from killing Brabinans, for
instance, Manu, the groa: law-giver, coacts, that ** the slayer of a Brah-
man must cnter iow the body of a dog, a boar, an ass, & camel, a bull, &
goat, a sheep, a stag, a bitd, 2 low person, or A demon.” The common
abstinence from moat as food, results thoorenicaily from this bellef,
otherwise, tnen might kill and eat the bodies of their reiativea or friends.
One of the effects of this opinion is similisr to that of a bellsf in f.0rga-
tory—it serves as a sedative to the conecienco; mien may be punfshed
for their sin by an evil birth,but they will hope to escape from [t Ly some
mezitotious act it is not corsidered an irrevocable seatence.’
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