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DIP TUE LUTIIERAN ClURLCU AT TUE IIEFOR-
NATION RENOJJNOE TUE AUGUSTIMIAN, OR
CALVINIAN, DOGMA 0F IJNCONDITIONAL PlIE-
DYESTIINATIION?

Tt is frently very difficuit, and somectimes impossible for us
to, deterenine what were the real views, on certain important dc
trines of tlieology, entertained by the Ileformers. There was, by
no means, a unifoimity of sentiment aitiong them. They differed
widely fromi one itnother; and the more we Mexamine thecir writing-s
elle more satisfied do we become, that even the greatest
and the best of them. were but men ,-imperfeet, fallible,
erring men. Their own opinions and practices required to be re-
formced, and the leading spirits among them, as migli i xctd
renouneed some of those Augustinian dugmas whieh in the early
stages of the iReformation they had theinselves dvended. Martin
Luther is a striking exaniple of this. Ia bis later years lie flatly
contradicted what hie had publishod in the early part of his life,
on the freedom of' the will, nnd other points in dispute. lis warm
heart expanded, nd lie died, we are credibly informed, a firin le-
liever in the freedom of the human will, and the love of God to,
ail mankind. There seems to, be no0 way of aeeounting for the
conflieting statements froin. bis own pen, and the conflicting state-
ments of historians respeeting lins,, without bearing this in mind.

For example, IDr. Ilade, in bis history of the Christian Churcli,
says of' Luther, IlThe great enampion of intellectual freedom, in
consisteney with the logical requirements of his system, did not
liesitate in a passionatt reply [in bis controversy «with Erasmus]


