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182 THE CHRISTIAN DANNER.
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down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of himn that
sent.me.” ¢ 1 seck not mine own will, but the will of hiwm that sent
me.”  “ T do always those things that please him.” *I must work
the work of him that sent me while itis day.” ¢ Ihave glorificd thee
on the earth : I have finished the work that thou gavest w.e to do,”
and in that awiully trying heur, when Jesusknow that his hour was
come that hie should depart out of the world unto the Father; aund
when being in agony Le prayed more earnestly, saying. » Futher if
thou be willing, remove thiscup from me;”he yet adds - not my
wiil, but thine be done”  The Apostie Paul likewise holds wp the
example of Christ to the Romaus for their imitation in these words,
#even Christ pleased uot himseif  And pevhaps we caunot have a
more beautiful example of this spivit by man, than was exhibited by
this same Paul at the time of his conversion, when he said # liord,
what wiit thou have e to do.””  Jesus enjoins this in the most point
cd terms, when he said; “if any man will come after me. let Lim
deny himself. and take up Lis cross and follow me; for who-oever
wiil save his life suall fosd it but whosoever will lose Lis life fur my
sake, the same shall save it

"This spivit and praclice of obedience, springing from faith and

i love, weuld seem to be what man lost in the first Adaw ; and it must

be resterea in the second. It cannot indeed be pérfeetly jerivrmed
by us ; for if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourseives. But
Christ fally atuned for our sins; which obedicnee and atencment
God has aceepted ; “ and if we confess cur sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleause us from all warigiteousness.”
But this obedicnce must be voluntaryto be ncceptalle. It wasa
willing people that was foreshown by David as Christ's in the day of
Lis power.  Itwmust be the obedience of faith; for it was for this
that'the gospel, by the commandment of the everlasting God, was
raade known to all natiens.  And it must be the obedience of love:
“we love him because he firstloved us.”  Aund the love of Cinst
must constrain us.

The saved and unsaved ave set forth in Seripture in lively con-
trast with cach other. In Adam the first, they are represented as
*dead in Sin’— alien from the life of God’—* children of the Iavil’
— chLildren af disobedience’—* children of wrath’—* in darkaess'—
¢ servants of sin’ ¢ far off'— lost’ &e. In Adam the second, they wre
saved from all these. They now live according to Goed in the §;irit
—are * felloweitizens with the saints'— children of God'—* obedient
children’'— reconeiled'—in ihe light'— free from sin’— made nigh’
— found.’ In this way the cliaracter of the children of God is set be-
fore usin a lively manner.

>~ The anost approved cbristian character then, is that which is most

assimmlated to that of Christ. et us then sit at his fect, and receive
of his words—let us be obedicut to him in all things. and he will bé
to us the ‘author of eternal salvation.” Let us follow him, for so ‘we
shall not abide In darkness, but have the light of life.’ When Christ
appeared to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias being about to ascend
tothelather, and having tested Peter’s luve to bimself, he says to
him,*follow me.’ Petersceing the beloved disciple following. saith
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