
RE-,AD THE BI3LE-REAL? IT ALL. i

grace, the far country, the riotous living, the hiarlot, the cvii com-
panionships, the bad treatment, and the corning home again. Joy!
1 neyer hieard suchi silver belis ringing in my life as the chirnes in
tlijs Book. Sorrow! None like it. Its woes swallov up ail otber
grief. Its cross, like tie rod of Moses, swaliows up ail other crosses
in its great tragic sorrow."

"'But are there not some terrible tbings in thiat Book of yours ?

"Yes, there are. There are stories in the Bookc that no min ister
dare read in the congregatiozi. There are chapters that no pub-
liiqler could take out scparately and put in bis shop xindow. Yes;
but ' blessed are tue pure iii heart, for they shial sec God' even in
that sharne. These stories are in thieir right place in tbe Bible, sur-
rounded by the liitnings and thunders and judgments in the Old
Testament, and by tbe tears and tcnderness, and toucbing death on
dic cross iii the New-ail that is unfolded in the word Redemption."

Do flot vindicate tHe Bible, if you picase; let it alone. It needs
novindication ; it is tiiere. It lias beezi assailed - stili it is tiiere.

Lt bias been assailcd from points froin wvhicli it does not start. It
does not contemrpiate the tiîings wvliici have bccn turncd into, means
of lassault agyainst it. Suppose a mnii shîould say, "lAn aikali neu-
tralises an acid, tberefore the New Testament is not inspircd."
Wlîat wouid you thîinki of it ? Suppose a man shouid say, "lTwo,
and two are four, tiierefore tliere can be no resurrection fromi the
clead." WThy, tiiere is no link of connection-notlîing to, bring tlîem
togetiier. So it is :the Bible lias its own wvonl ; it starts fromn its
own point ; delivers; its owvn message. It is not a book tlîat conies
witiîin the region of logic, but of feeling, sorrow, wvant, imagination.

But does ziot tue Apostie Paul reason ? Not as if lie wished to,
prove the existence of tue tlîing, but ini tue sense that a man turus
a dianîond rounid and shîows ail its angle2 anid sides and beautiful
pzioportions-not as if lie would prove that it is a diamond,-so Paul
turns the truth round, thiat every phase of it may catch the sun ;
lic neyer lays it dowzî as a thiesis or proposition, tiîat there is a
God. So wvîtl tiîis Book. It docs not say, IlI amn inspircd, and I
wil! prove it ;" it simply says, IlRead me, and read me ail."

'I want to remind you tlîat it is .possible to read a part as if it
wvere the vhîole; to niake too nîuci of certain texts, and forget their
bearing upon otiiers, azîd so nmiss tbe proportion and anaiogy of
faiti. he mazi wio, takes out a soiitary text and founds a de
nomination on it is ziot biblical, but only textual. He is not a states-
mnan, only a politician. He takces ont a single line, exaggerates it,
and does not consider its relationship to the manifold infiniteness o;f
the renîaining revelation.

I can prove by geography that tue wor!d is not round-that is
to say, by taking a partial and local view of the surface of t[he earth,
I can defy any nman to. prove that it is round. Thiere are- great


