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CHAPTER XXXIHI

(CONTINUED.)

* Thank gou, William, I 8ee it is intended
for mysolf, which I {rom the first suspeoted 3’
and baving read the ountorts, she said—"*So
you proposed pucighiag puorme and Blanche
by leaving us so ubruptly, merely oo acoount
of your differcnco with Maloolm yester-
day ¢

+1 will te) you all that passed between us,
dear aunt, and then you will judge whethor
1 could feel quite at Llome with Lady Mal
colm or himsalf, unless I submit to be con-
sidered & nonentity.’

After hearing his recital, Mrs. Gordon
gail, * Charles has exprogsod his daep regrot
at baviog offended you by Lis unguarded ex-
pression ; and as I and Blancle havo been
louking forward to your arrival in town with
so much delight, yon will not, I Liope, ailow

this trifling affair to deprive us of the plea-
sure of your company.
by, our obief cojoyment will bs at an end,
if you leavo us.’

* Thero needs ro other inducement for me
to rowain, dear aunt, if I can contribute in
auy way to your happiness ; tut I shall not

avail myself of Lady Malcoln’s general invwi-
tation to her house.’

+ A6 you please, William ; but I wish yon
u call on my sister this morning, as she is
ot a little vexed with Charles becaase you
not dino with bher yesterday ; €0
put away your writing materials, and come

did

with me.’

Lady Malcolm received Beauchamp rather
furmaily at first, saying she had expected

Lim ¢ dinner the evening before.

+ I wag not honored with an invitation
to your ladyship's table yestorday, that
1am aware of, replied Beauchamp, very

Quietly.
*I gave you a general invitation, Mr.

Beauchamp, and T meaunt_ that to inclado
breakfast, luncheon, and dinner, every day

in the week, when not engaged myself from
Lome, as longas you remain in town.’

+ 1 fecl deeply indebted for your ladyships

most friendly offer of hospitality, although I
cnnnot think of obtruding myself so uocere-
wyniously, when my place at_your tablo
tuigh* be required for some distingaished
guest.’

*Very well, Mr. William, then you will
lace me under the neessity of writing a
f nual nete (vers morning {o request the
hoaor of Mr. DBeauchamp’s company =2t
damer. So you do not approve of yonng
Ialics remaining $o ree the Lallet, it scems,
ty what Charles hias told me ?°

* Cerlainly not, Lady Maleolm,” was the
yii- t though firm 1 spouee.

* Will yon state your reasons for bolling
tLiz opinion 2

+ With pleasure, to Lady Batcolm when
wlone, and I believo I may trust to ber im-

yartial jndgment o decide whother they are

wtnoskally right or wrong, without regard
to tashion or the world's verdict. ¢ Those
who think setiously will not follow a wulti-
tude to do ovil.'

+ Well, Mr. William, I beliecve I never
Lavo though as serivusly on this subject, or
perliaps on many others, as I ought ; Lut 1
reepect geur seraples and honor your pria-
cipics ; and you have my promise that your
siiter aud Blanche shall never acain bo cou-
dewned by meto witness anotber ballet ;
will that satisfy you ?'

¢ Yes, indeed, dear Lady Malcolm,’ riring
and taking lier hand ; * I do indeed thank
you for this kind concession.’

* Then now, you loolish boy, wi'l you make
wy house your home 2’

7 As far as I consistently can, with the
greatest pleasure.

« You will dine with usto-day, then, to be-

qo ?° to which » wost willing assenl was
givon. Malcolm now burst iato tho room,
caclmming, * Why, Beauchamv, they told
wo at Long’s you were about to leave town
this, old fellow ' of-
nat 69

unmedintely ; how is

e’y \Ven o are

In short, my dear

in

without any ecrious intentions,
it nothing

opinion dcserving censure,
stronger.’

* You are quite right,
shail-certninly giveAy X
this subject, wich will be quite- sufficient ;
g0 now conue with me to Tattersall's for an
bour, and after lunch we will bo at the com-
mand of the Iadies.’

On turniog into the yard, they enconoter-
od Lord Ayrshire, with whom Maleolm shook
hands, and taking him aside said, ¢ You wmll
excuso the privilege of aa old acquaiatanoe,
Ayrshire ; but of the two young Iladies you
wero 80 olosely besieging in my rmother’s oar-
risge yesterday; oneis, as 1 believe you'are
aware, my couun, and the other the sister
of my friend Baauchasip, standing opposite,
who is rather particular aboat such things, as
well as myseli.' .
+Ob ! T understand, Matoolm ; you thiuk,
I supposs, I am playing the old game ; but,
on my word, my dear fellow, Iam positively
1n raptures with your cousiu, snd never felt
g0 serious in wy life.’

« Tuen tako my advice, Ayrsbiré, and go
no farther, for your attentions will bethrown
away.’

¢« How 50, Malcolm 2°

* Simply because I boliove her affections
are engaged elsewhere.’

¢ Ts Danby, then, the happy man ?°

< Not that I am awaro ot.'

«\Who is, then, Malcolm ?’

+ I can afford you no further inforination,
Ayrshire; 60-good morning. A word to a
wise man is enough.’

¢ But not cnough for me,” modsred the
Marquis, as be walked thonghtfully out of
the yard. It is evident Malcolm does not
favor my pretonsions to his cousin—thinks 1
am not 1o earnest, perhaps ; but I shall not
witbdraw, alth>ugh frow tus peppery dispo
gitiop much caution must be observed for
the future.’

Whea the genilemen had left Grosvenor
Square, Lady Malcolm remstked, ¢ Lord
Ayrshire's propensity to such decided flirta-
tion 15 very unfortunats, as he is a most
agrecables, well-informed person, and in other
respects quito unexcoptionable ; but lus sis-
ter being a particaiar favorite of wine, I had
invited both to dins with me to-morrow, to
meot a fow other friends, bafore Charles and
Boauchamp had expressed themselves so
warmly on his conduct, which I fear may
lead to soms nupleasantness.’

« Not on William's part, I will enguge,’ re-
plied Mrs. Gordon, ¢ from whom your guests
will always reccivo every consideration, and
yea can of conrse give Charles a hint, ifyon
think one necessary, which I do not, both so
thorougbly appreciating the rights of hospi-
tality.’

After luncheon, Mrs. Gurdon tock Blancho
and Constance with hertoa flower-show at
Cinswick, Malcolm and Beancbamp foliow-
g on horseback ; and they bad scarcely
left the square, when Mrs, Harcourt called
on Lady Maicolm, and opened her badget of
gnievances about Blanche, commenting
soverely on ber refasal of Lord Dauby, and
&5. Gordon's defenco ofher conduct,  Lady
Maicoln upheld hez sister, saying she wis
quite right i allowing Blanclo 0 exerciso
her own discretion, as any attempt to coerco
Iher feelings wonld be attended with the
usasl result. ¢ Bat I may tell you, Mrs.
Harcourt, for your satisiaction, that
Lord Danby 1s still particularly attentive
to her, and the Marquis of Ayrehire most
unpleasantly 50, considering bis well-known
character for flirtation ; but asboth dino here
10-1M0ITOW, yoa ¢an furm your own judg:
ment.’

It was then decided that Blanche should
bo presonted at the next-drawing-room, the
cnsung week.  Soon after which, Mrs, Har-
court, on other visitors being annonnced, took
licr leave.

CHAPTER XIXIV.

Tihe sclect dinner party at Lady Maleolm’s
the following day, consisted of Lordand Lady
Arnmore, Marquises of Ayrshire and Danby,
Sir Lionel Markbam and_Lady, with two
daughters, Afr. and Mrs. Harcourt, and Mrs.
Fortescue, with tho Captain and Mrs. Con-
vers.  Beauchamp was not at first in a very
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. in- my | before loaving. Have yon 8eoa her late-

Beauchamp, snd I'a hostofa
rabire s quiet hinton

Iy?
* Yes, in the further room, surrounded by
irczs. By Jove, Beauchamp,
her head will be turnyd with so_muoh adul-
tation! I thought bow it would be when
she came to London.’

¢« Wait s moment, Conyars, I will soon.re
turn,' roplisd Beauchawmp, and he began to
work his way through the crowd, until he
disoovered the object of his search sitting at
the omomdozi;i o{ tbt:‘ :glom. Lcl::ds
Ayrshire and Danby s ing before her,

in their efforts to obtain the greatest
slare of lrer smiles. Bsauchamp stood for &
short time behind them, unable to approach
nearsr ; bat Dauby tuming, on observiag her
change of color and eyss  direoted beyond
him, e gained a nesrer position, and was
able to addrees bLier.

+ I think you will find it cooler and more
agreeable in ons of the other roows.’

s It Miss Dooglas will be guided by my
opision,’ added Lord Ayrshire, * ahe will not
rup the risk of losing her seat for the chance
of a more refreshing atmosphere, which
is very doubtful ; and I really think this
the coolest place n the whole suite of apart-
monts.’

«If Miss Donglas will trust to my escort,’
said Beauchamp, advancing and offering
his arm, ¢ she will ind my representation
correct.’

Blanche rose directly, and taking his arm,
loft Lord Ayrshire, who could searcely sup-

bis mortification at -Besuchamp’s-cool~
ness in leading her off. On elbowing his
way through the opposing masses, Beau
champ took Blanche to a small back draw-
ing-roons, where they found Constance and
Malgolm.

« Have I deceived you ?* ingquired he, * or
wonld you prefer tho heated atmosphero you
have left, which perhaps the fiattering
speeches of Lord Ayrshire may have com-
pensated for ?’

¢ Oh, no, William ; I am too delighted to
escape both, and wondered why you have
kept so much aloof from me to-night.’

¢ X thought you had been too agreeably
entertaived at dinner, and since by others, to
need my presence.’

+I may make the same reply, William, as
to your flirtation with Mrs. Fortescue, wheh
otbers have noticed besides mywell.’

« You set the example, Blanche, and I sup-

ose flirting is infectious.’

¢ Indecd, I am not conscious of having
dono so, although I did feel a little piqu~d
by your gaiety.'

 Then, my desr gitl, pray do not let us
vex cach otber again by such absurd fancies ;
and now, 85 Conyers is here’—who had fol-
lowed them, and was talking to Malcolm—
+ 1 propose we all havo & quiet ride together
to-morrow, somewhere in the country, as l
detest the heat aud dust of the Park. What
say you, Malcolm 2’

* Just the thing, Beauchamnp, to cool our
beated frames after this baking ;' to which
Convers assented, and two o'clock being
fixed, Malcoln sxid, * Now, Ccnstance, with
your bad haadacac, pray go to your room,
or gon will notbe fit for anything to-morrow,
and I will tell my mother that I insisted on
your doing s0.’

¢ I foar sho will be offonded, Charles.”

¢Pooh ! nonsense, my dear girl; run
away, and take Bianche with you, uoless
sho prefars listening to Ayrshire's sweet
voite a little longer.’

¢ Not snother second, Charles.’

¢ Then be off, both of you—with which
the two girls, afler an affectionate ¢ good
wight' from their lovers, made their escape ;
Conyers and Bsaucharp taking their depar-
ture at the same time to their hotel.

Lord Ayrshire remarked to Danby, as
Beauchamcgjwalkea off with Blanche, *That
Mr, Boauchamp is 8 monstrows ¢ocol lhand,
Danby.’

* Yes, aud a very determined one as well;
and you had better bs cauntious how you con-
tradict or standn his way ; for I know him
woll, and he will bear no trifling irom soy
man. When pat on his mettle, it is & word
ani s blow with him—aund the hlow gencral-
1y comer first.’

¢+ Indeed t but what is Miss Douglas to
him ?°

* That I caunot teil you, except that they
Lave been brought up together almost s
brother and sister.’
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¢ And Ler ladysbip, your mamuia 2’
¢ Ruthier ailiug, this_orning, from an
attack of hypochondrinsis ’

«Oh, indeed ! sorry to hear it. my
lord—but never heard of the complaint
before.'

+It is chlefly confined, I beliove,’
r%plied Malo Im, * to persons in fashivnable
life.’

+ But lauks, my dear,’ turning to Con-
stance, * you and Miss Douglass look un.
common peaky—hope you won't catoh the
same Giseass.

* Notbing more likely,’ added Maloolm ;
«1 suspeot they are are sickening with it
alrsady—or the scarlet fover.’

+ My gracwus! wy_ lord—I 'ope not—
Honorixs has never iad that dreadful disenss
—or the small-pox either ;—~but1heurd both
tlso..-vo’ung 1adies were going to ocourt next
week.

* If not prevented by illness, snch is their
intention, I believe,’ replied Lord Maloolm.
¢ Well, my lord, I was just s thinking, it
her ladyship wonld be so very obliging us to
tako me and Honoria under ber wing at the
same time, I should consider it a very great
favor.’

¢ I really cannol say what nrmnfements
Lady Malcolm hee made ; nor am AWATO
if shie has positively decided on beim 3 present
at the next drawing-roow.’

* Wel}, my dear,’ turaing to Constance,
daro say you will let Honoria know her lady-
slup's inteutions ; and as we have taken a
in Albematie Street,
pot far off, yon know, justa nice little walk
from Grosvenor Square, I bope you snd Miss
Douglas will look 10 npon us just in & friend-
1§ way, and Mrs. Gordon, tvo. Happy to
see you st all times; so don't make avy
bounes about fashionable hours. Papa isso
fond of the theatro in Covent Garden $lat we,
always dine a quarter before six, to be ready
for tlie play ; so pray come when agreeable.
Gong fo: a ride, I suppose; Miss Douglas, in
the Yark ? won't dotain you any longer this
fine day® with which Mrs. Winterbottom
bustled off.’

«Ha! hal ha I' cried Selina, * 'pon hon-
or, here's a tres! in sture for her luggahip——
Mrs. and Miss Winterbottom, by Lady Mal-
colm 1—my gracious ! what a seasation such
an asnouncement will prodace !’ ’

¢« Confound bLer impmtence! exclaimed
Malcolm ; * but it is an impossibility.’

« Of course it is,” replied Constapce ; ¢ at
least, 1 should never dream of hintiny such a
thing.’

+ This comes, my dear Con,’ 62id Selins,
¢ of patronizing such valgar people, and ask-
ing the youag Iauy to spend a few days &t
Bampton.’

+ 1t was done by my fathcr'sdesire, Selina,
and vou know thic reason why we endeavor
to po on good terms with all our naghbors,
even at some mndividual sacnifica ; ut this a
mnost uncxpected proposition. which I shall
positively decline to woake to Lady Mal-
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-colm.’

“IVell, come along,” ecried Malcoln,
¢ Beauchamp and Conyers have just anived;
and Aunt Gordon can tell my mother as
wueh as she likes abont Ars. Wiaterbottom.”
on which they descended ito the hall, and
the ladics were placed on theirsteeds by their
respective cavaliers. -

Of all recreations, there is not ¢ .ie more
exbilarating than & ride in th» country on &
fine May moroping, when the weather is in
that delightfal temperatare experienced gen-
erally in tbat gemal month. May is the
season of youth to all vegetablé natare, then
just bursting forth with all the freshness and
fragrance of its carly bloom. Evep the
leaves of the traes possess a softness of touch,
and a lively, glossy verdure, which is not to
be found in any other monih. .

As Beauchamprode by the sido of Blanche,
he placked a beech leat fror & bough over-
banging the road, and placing it in ber
hand, said, ¢ There, Blaoche, it an emblem
of yourself; can snything be more soft and
delicate than the down of that Yretty leaf,
now just expanded in its' youthfol lovelineas?
Yet two months hence, alter the dust and
heat of the summer’s sun, all this freshness
and glossiness will be gone ; s¢ will, I fear,
dear girl, the bloom now mantliag in those
glowing.cheeks be destroyed by tho over-
hested, unhealthy atmospliere of these
fashionable sssemblies, which is more de-

stractive to youthful complexions than the
hnraing g O midsumme san to the

¢ But.you might get Lord Maloolm or Mis
Douglas to sggnk for you, my dear, replied
Mrs. Winterbottowa ; ¢ or what's the use «f
friends and relations, if they won't do kind
ac%c It:gr ;z;; mﬁher ?’k

ord Maloolm makes & point of never in.

terfering with bis wmother's arnnzemenuuiln
any way, continued Constance, ‘as 5o is
very par in rome respeets, ever with
her own son ; and Miss Douglus is equaily
averss to asling such a favor of ber aunt, to
whom cbe is at present under so many obli
gations, as well as myself.'
¢ 'Oh, very well, Miss Beauchamp; it
don't signify making such a fuss about.a
trifie ; but we aint d enough for you
qnality folk, that's the secret.’
¢ You bave no resson to say that,’ replied
Constance, rather indignantly, *of me o
any of my {amily, as we bave all shown yoo
every attention 1n oar power.'
¢ Well, iy dear, I did not mean {o mace
any refloctions against your worthy father,
yourself, or young Squire Beauchamp; %
don't be angry with me. And as you eant
speak to Lady hMalcolm, I must make pip
look out for somebody else to present st
Court. Most things to be bad iu London {2
& consideration.’

¢ No doubt,” replied Constance, as ke
rose to take her leave.

CHAPTER XXXV.

——

We must now pass over a month. Blazete
anl Constance had been presented ; ki
being much admired—but the former, foa
her superiority of height, brilliant, spariiizy
eyes, combined with ber faultless formul
graceful demearor, attracted very geoen!
attention, to which the fact of ber beingar
heiress, and Lady Malcolm's niece, gavesd:
ditional charms. And afterberinangunta
at Almack's, she was unhesitatingly
nounced by the cognoacentiin femals gu::;.
sucli as Lord Ayrshire, Danby, and ofbas,
the belle of the season.

Beauchamp witnessed with secret alsm
the increasing number of Blancke's admins
and the adulation paid her, which he wu
powerless to avert, although his infloese
was still unsparingly exerted on every sy
oceasion, to counternct the eflects of the
poison continually poured into herears. T¢
his quick, observant eye (and whst persp
tion 18 more acute than & lover's?) her re
pugnancs to flattery began to yield, first
its endurance, and then to 8 more quq.:»i
reception of its pestilential breathingt
Vauity 15, without duabt, one of the ¢
compoands of haman nature, by which afl
even the very best of mankind, are inflaenced
although almost imperceptibly to themser
and it would be absurd to say that Blaed
Dotiglas did not feel pleased, perhaps ntte
elated, by the homage paid to her churs
altbough too pure in mind and junceent ©
heart to throw out the least lare by wordsa
actions to attract it. These is an excilents
i diesipation which drags its youthfal v
taries, firsl relactantly, perbaps, then almss
irresistibly, along its slippery path, 9=
they become so thoronghly entangled in i
mazes, as to be incapable of extrieslsy
themaelves. i L

The London season was now in the ez
of its splendor, and invitations continst
pouribg in to Lady Maleolm in such iy
sucoession, thateven her ladyship, 1eosp
long mured andcase-hardened to patics.
began 10 fec) wearied with its constant r&e
tition. New aadditions had been mse®
hor already exiended lict of acqaaintancss:
the jnstigation of Blanche's admirers, ey
of whom, moving in ke highest cireles, bd
induced their nammas o sen cards of =
vitation to Lacy Malcolm and Niss Doagss-
Amongst othefs, the Duchess of Casis®
invited them ‘o » grand ball, in which
colm snd Constance were incladed; b
Beauchamp, Although long known 0
Danby, sud neetiog him constaatly st F&
ties, Wwas pasied over. On the evenict
this ball, hie ¥as dining in Grosvenor
when Malodm observed, * We shall 28
you, of covrse, to-uight; Beauchsop
Castleton Eouse ?’ s

¢ I have jot received an iavitation, w

the sbort riply. I took B

Bunchan(:]p ?

n

¢« How istht
H e & on loag ue




