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CHRIST IS GOD !

“The Divinity of Christ,” by Mgr.
Bougand, is an argument which
cannot be refuted by men who are
not devoid of mental faculties.
From the Translator, Mr. C. L.
Currie, we learn that the design of
the author in the great work of
which the present volume forms but
a fragment—a work completed in
five volumes—is to exhibit Christ-
janity in a point of view suited to
the present time. The Abbe Bou-
gaud does not purpose to write an
apology for the Christian Religion,
but to state it simply as a fact, to
describe its polity, and to unfold
its creed.  He considers there is
more ignorance of truth than an-
tagonism to it; and that those
who outwardly are the most bitter
opponents of Christianity, desire in
their inmost hearts to find it.
Christianity then requires to be
known, It requires to be exhibited
to the world under a form which
will arrest the attention of the
present age.  The method employed
in its defense by a Pascal or a
Bossuet is not suited to our day.

The first volume of “Le Christian-
isme et les Temps presents”” demon-
strates the necessity of a religion.
Then comes the question—what re-
ligion ?  More than eighteen cen-
turies have elapsed since a Man
lived and died in Jerusalem who
has ever since claimed the homage
of mankind. Is this Man God 7 If
He is, if He has founded a religion
we must accept it. Natural religion
will no longer suffice. 1s Jesus
Christ God ? The whole question
resolves itself into this. The an-
swer to the question is to be found
in the contemplation of the life and
death, of the doctrine and virtues
of Jesus Christ: and this forms
the subject of the second volume. A
scientific study of the human beauty
of the mind, the heart, and the
character of Jesus Christ has been
reserved for our age; and has ab-
sorbed the attention of Protestants
and Catholics alike, and formed a

theme for the eloquence of unbe-
lievers.  Whilst yet in its very in-
fancy this study has awakened a
sort of enthusiasm for the Person
of Jesus Christ, even in men who
have not the faith. It will specially
commend itself to those who in Car-
dinal Newman's words “‘wish to
justify with their intellect all that
they believe with their heart ; who
cannot separate their ideas of re-
ligion from its revealed Object :—
but who have an aching dissatis-
faction within them, that they
should be apprehending Him so
feebly, when they would fain (as it
were) see and touch Him as well
as hear.  When, then, they have
logical grounds presented to them
for holding that the recorded pic-
ture of our Lord is its own evi-
dence, that it carries with it its
own reality and authority, that His
“revelatio” is ‘“‘revelata,” in the
very act of being a “‘revelatio,” it
is as if He Himseli said to them,
as He once said to His disciples, ““It
is I, be not afraid” ; and the clouds
at once clear off, and the waters
subside. and the land is gained for
which they are looking out.”” The
translation embraces only the au-
thor's statement of his argument,
its premises and its conclusions.
This argument is presented to the
English reader, in the hope that it
will be received as a valuable con-
tribution to the literature on the
Divinity of Jesus Christ. It is re-
commended in a special manner to
Agnostics, inasmuch as it professes
to keep strictly within the bounds
of human observation and human
reason, The work of Abbe Bou-
gaud can be had in English dress
from William H. Young & (o., 27
Barclay Street, New York.
. "

The much-esteemed and learned
Doctor A. A. Lambing, the good
priest of Greater Pittshurg, whose
solid and instructive works are not
few, has had done into print by the
Herder firm of St. Louis, Mo., a
most excellent work entitled “Come




