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S-is seems Ia me wliat 15 desirable, under
the frc economy af the gospel.

flevond ail question, the B3ook of Psalms
is the noblest hymn book as well as the
subliniest prayer book-a model of devo-
tional praise and prayer for ail time. And
just as we do nlot feel ourselves rcstricted,
in aur prayers, ta the words of the ]?salms;
but wvhile using thein as the great substra-
tum and hielp in devotion, we feel nt liberty
ta give exp)ression to our desires la lan-

gge proinpted by the emotions af the
Sheurt, so wve f'eel at liberty ta use words in

our praise over and above those contained
Sin the Psaltcr. Tiiere is no evidence tlîat

Ol01< Testament saints -were forbidden to
Spraise God in language other than tlîat of

the Psalnis. lsaiahi's "«rapt, prophetie
fire" b reaks ont in maay a gloriaus hymn
of praise, wvhich Newv Testament warship-
pers gladly take up and prolong, applying
tlîcm to Christ, "lThe ehild bora,11" "The
Son given," whose

66Saered blood hatlh washed our seuls
Fromn sin's polluted a'.ain."

liabakkuk riscs inta a sublime psalm at
thc close of his prophecy. Oaa it be wvrong
in nis to versif'y and sing a part of it la our
3£end ParaphraseI And wvhen we employ,
in the sanie %vay, the spiîritual songs of tîxe
New Testament, te angelic Advent hymn,
th<le songs of Mary and Simeon, do wc pre-

* sent un ulnautlîorized offering of praise !-
If we may put into metre and sing the
Doxology of Johin, or Paul's rapturous
outpourings in the Sth dhapter 0f Romnans,
why niay we flot acccpt, as a vehiele of our
Pl-aise, Uxose other hynins IvIlidli beautifully

* and touchingly express the very ideas of
seripturel IWhy may -%ve itot lawfully
singsueli impressive aad expressive com-
positions as "Rock of ages cleit for me,"'
or "lJcsus lover of aîy soul"? If even the
Jew wvas flot restricted, in prayer or praise,
to tlie very woids of the ancient; oracles of
God, is it concivable that wve, under the
frea and expansive ccoaomny of the gospel,
have our liberty so curtailed that we are
not ta go beyond thc bounds of David's
Pralins in aur Ilservice of song" ? As-
suredly, tInt is flot tlfe spirit of thc gospel.
As ages roll on, the great and eternal

trutlis, on wvhich our faith rests, assume
new aspects and present aew relations to
the vnrying experiences and widening yiews
of the christian lfe ; and tIns demand freali
excpression in prayer, and neîv respons 'es iu
spiritual sang. So long as prayer, praise
and preaching accord with the everlasting
verities of the Word ai God, and are mo-
dclled after tIc pattern showved us in tIe
Blook, we need not fear ta exercise the
liberty bequeatlied to us by Christ, and ta
pray, praise and prendh " as tIc spirit gives
us utterance." It is indced incoaceivable
tlîat. christians are ta exclude from their
praises alone, the one name by whicli thoy
can be saved, white ta every sermnon, and
prayer that ame impnrts their fragrance
and power; and that white, in prayer, we
ask cverything la flis nane, la praise wve
are ta ask itothing.

It is flot needfil, Iowever, ta prolong
argument on this point, as the higheat
authority in aur Churcli lias given its sanc-
tion te tIc use af spiritual sangs, la addition
ta those contained in the Psalter; and the
tiumber of thase tlîat we may use, is but a
questioni ai expcdiency and detail. But
then, mnny goad mca dread to encourage
the singing af lîymns, lest the Psalms
slîauld be lost sight ai. Thefear is gýotnd-
less. The intrinsit. excellence oi the
Psalms wvill for ever secure tliem a place
ini tise service Qai Sang. Tîsere is sublime
poetry ln many parts ai tIe Bible, but the
Psalms are, in struéture and expressIon,
intended for mausic, aud are not complete
ualess clianted or sung, or acaompanied, ln
isome shape, ivith musical modulation.
They are, la rcality, Ilprayers, or devotion-
al compositions intended ta be sung." F'or
threc thousnnd years, thu Church, lins been
poîîring out lier soul te God la these loity
pacans af devotion; and noa dispeasation
en raise us above the rencli ar the aeed ai
thlw. Wîethcr the seul is throbbing with
gratitude, burning with love, trembling
with. hope, or bowiug in sorraw and peiii-
tence, it finds all its ematians truthitully
and fervently expressed la tIse Paalms. Al
that the nwakened soul hopes.frorn God,
or fears fram carth and houl, or st.Wers frora
sin. and the fles-ali tînt It beliqves, re-

itbJe »eme anb fforeign tecotb~.


