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ones who manifest a commendable interest
in the work.

I beg leave to add that our church can
never flourish in these lecalities until o place
of Worship and a Manse are erected at thé¢
Mines. It would be difficult to say which
building i3 most nceded. As measures are
abour to be taken for removing these obsta-
cles to our progress, I doubt not the congre-
gation will receive the countenance and aid
of the older and wealthier portions of the
church. There never were more people
within the sphere of our labors than at pre-
sent, and the number must soon increase,
especially at the Iron Works. Unless the
Preshyterian Church follow up the advanta-
ges which of right belong to it, the ground
may be occupied by other and more enter-
prising churches. “Lord increase our faith.”

Respectfully submitted,
J. NELSON.
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Tiatest from Dr. Geddie.
GEELONG, March 20, 1871.

DEeAr Sir,—You have been informed of
our safe arrival in Australia. 'We reached
here late in Jammr{i after an unusually
boisterous voyage. Being later than usual
in leaving the islands, we encountered the
onter circle of a hurricane. The barometer
fell to 282 18!, being lower than ever it
was in the “Dayspring.” OQur upper
yards were all lowered, and we rode out the
storm with comparative case.

The work goes on at my station as usual
during my absence. The Rev. Mr. Inglis
spends an occasional Subbath there, and
the clders are regularly employed in con-
ducting worship in their ditferent districts.
Mr. Goodwill lives at my station during
my absence, having come there at the re-
commendation of the brethren to spend the
first unheaithy season. Ncither he nor
Mrs. Goodwill was robust when I left the
island. I hope that they will both be able
to return to this island when the “ Day-
spring” gocs back to the New Hebrides.

Our efforts to_open up new islands have
been crowned with some success.  We now
occupy the middlc and extreme ends of the
group. Every island of the New Hebrides
will, by the time this reaches you, be with-
in sight of an island whero the Gospel is
made known. When a few more mission-
arics are settled it'will not be necessary for
eny one of our number to devote his time
to the introduction of the Gospel iato new
islands. The difterent missionaries wiil he
sble to operate with advantage on the
islands in their immediate neighbourhood.
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God has prospered the efforts to extend 1lis
cause to 8 great extent. ‘The evaugeliza-
tion of the New Hebrides is now more hope-
ful than cver it was.

Theo printing of the Ancitynmese Bible
is now fairly begun. The work has been
undertaken by Mason, Firth & Co., Mel-
bourne, the most extensive firm in these
quarters. The British and Foreign Bible
Society have assumed the responsibility of
the work, but I expect that we will be able
to repay all their expenditure in dne time.
The natives are making commendable of-
forts to provide themselves with the whole
of God’s written Word. X regret that the
work must be suspended from the first of
April until the closeof the year. Our mis-
sion is so weak at present that I must re-
turn by the “ Dayspring” to the isluds.
I leave my family here, and hope to retum
about December to resume the printing of
the Bible. Mrs. Geddie is not in a fit state
to return to the islands; but she is fast im-
proving by the cold of Australia.

The traffic in natives is causing some
stir in this part of the world. The man-
ner in which a Iarge number of these na-
tives are procured is a disgrace to the civil-
ization of the nineteenth century. Some
of them are induced to leave home under
false pretences, others are regularly bought,
others are stolen from their Islands, and
some leave of their own accord, and of
these we have nothing to say. A few of
the natives who go abroad to Queensland
and the Fijis meet with good treatment,
and are sent_home satisfied ; many of the
natives areill treated and badly paid, and
little attention paid to their agreements.
But we complain most of the numbers who
are never brought home at all. John
Wesley was not far wrong when he yro-
ncunced the slave-trade the *‘ conswmma.
tion of villainics.” Scenes have been enact-
ed on the New Hebrides which are worthy
of the palmy days of African slavery. The
effects of the trade on these islands have
been very disastrous to the natives. The
New Hebrides missionaries have now their
share of abusc, especially from the Queens-
land press, for the exposure of some of the
evils of the trade. I have been writing a
short letter which I enclose, and which
will give you some idea what we have to
bear. It would be an endless thing to no-
tice all the scandal heaped upon us, so I
have just answered one thing.

There is 2 vessel in Mclbourne just fit-
ting out for the New Hebrides. There are
a number of young men on board who are
going there assettlers.  They will cultivate
cotton, sugar, coffce, etc. This will tend
20 keep the natives on their own islands.
The settlers will, from motivesof sclf-inter-
est, use their influence against the kidnap-
ping and bnying of natives. I havo not



