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This geaus of' feras was establishced by the Iearned lin .a'

BRaOWN in 1812, for the two species lVoodsit lk-eyisi.3 and
TV. htypcrborca; afterwards lie added a third, JE glabella. These
species ail liave a ininute pateriflorrn involucre, covercd by the
sporangia, and divided into numerous elongated cilive. The
g"enus bias since beeni extcnded se as to inelude species lîaving
a more nianifest involacre, at first globose or irregular1y heniis-
phierical, the miargin coinionly ciliated or irregularly Iaciniated.
The genus thus extended enibraces tivelve or fiftcen species, several
Of thei oceurring iii the nortli-tcmiperite and sub-aretie zones, and
others following the Cordilicras and the Ajides, froi Me1xico te
Çhile, o- inhabitin,, the inouintains of Northera tudia. All tic
species are sinail feras, growing la tuf'ts, mostUy la crevices of' ex-
poscd rocks, the stip3,s coininuly very brittUe, and reniaining
after the fronds have fallen away.

The species of this genus 1 propose to arrange as foilows:

§1. Stipes airtieulated, thc withertd froads f diing away at the
joint. Involucre beaeathi the seruis, paterit'ortn, deeply divided
into elongated eiIiLc which are inflexed over the sporangia.-
WV. alpina and Ilvcilsis.

§2. Stipes Dot artieulated.
.A. Involucre as la § 1, but sialler, the cilioe scareely

visible aniong Uic sporiigia.-Y. Oreganza, scolpt-
lina, and .3Jkxican«.

B. Involucre cyatiif'orni or globose, envelopiag the
sporaa2ia, afterwards Iacinately cleft inte irregular
lobes. (Physemnatiumn, IKaulf'- WK incisa, obtusa,
mollis, Ouatc-malensis, Fr ua uil ua
and elu.,gata.-*

C. Indusiuaî irregularly sub-g,ý;obose, cystif'oria, divided
into 4-6~ ciliate l lobes, whichi are iinbricated over
the sporangia.- TV. p)olystichoidles.

W. Caucasica probably beiongs here, but I have net had an oipor-
tunity of examnii it. Hypedcrris J3rownii Wallielh, aise a1niost un-
knovn te me, is referred te this genus by Metteniasi :-ît %vould censti-
tute a third section, oharacterized by re ,tieulated venatien.


