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miles ; the second dayy to the Welsh
Harp ; the third, to Coventry ; the
fourth, to Northampton ; the fifih, to
Dunstable; and, as a wondrous ef-
fort, on the last, to Londun before
the commencement of night. The
strain and labour of six good horses,
sometimes eight, drew us (hrough
the sloughs of Mireden, and many
other places. We were constantly
out two hours before day, and aslate
at night 5 anid in the depth of winter,
propor(ionably later. Families who
travelled in their own carriages con-
4racted with Benson & Co , and were
dragged up, in the same number of
days, by three sels of able horses.
The single gentlemen, then a hardy
race, equipped in jack-boots and
trowsers up to their middle, rode
post through thick and thin, and,
guarded against the mire, defted the
frequent stumble and fall ; arose and
pursued their journey with alacrity ;
while, in these days, their enervated
posterity sleep away their rapid jour-
nies in easy chaises, fitted for the
conveyance of the soft inhabitants of
Sybaris.”

In 1742, a journey from London
toBirmingham occupied nearly three
days, as may be seen by the fo'low-
ing curious adverlisement from
‘Walker’s Birmingham Paper of the
12th Apuil, 1742, ¢ The Litchfield
and Birmingham stage-coach set out
this morning (Monday) from the
Rose Inn at Holbourne Bridge, Lon-
don, and will be at the house of Mr.
Fraucis Cux, the Angel and Ien
and Chickens, in the high town of
Birmingham, on Wednesday next,
to dinner, and goes the same after-
noon to Litchfield, and returns to
Birmingham on Thursday morning
to breakfast, and gets to London on
Saturday night, and so will continue
every week regularly, with a good
coach and able horses

In the early part of the eighteenth
century, Marshal Wale command~d
the forces in North Britain, and em-
ployed the troops over whom he was
placed, in cutting roads through the
Highlands. e was occupied for
ten years in the superintendence of
this undertaking, the effects of which
were exiremely beneficial. Sevcral
gentlemen made way s from theirown
residences to the main road ; forty
stone bridges were built ; and in dis-
tricts w here scarcely any habitations,
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but turt-huts, could previously have
been found, substantial houses for
the accommodation of (raveliers
were erected at shogt distances from
eachollier.  The soldiers, many of
whom were husbandmen, taveht the
Highlanders an improved method of
tilhing their ground , several useful
arls were introduced, to which the
peasantry had hitherto been stran-
gers; and the English drovers, who
had rarely ventured to attend the
Fairs beyond the borders, now pene-
trated, to purchase cattle, irto the
heart of the country. Wade, on
account of his long and arduous ser-
vices as a road-malker, was termed,
by the bumourists of the day, the
greatest highwayman in existence ;
and a classical wag facetiously pro-
posed that the foliowing line from
Horace should be inscribed on his
tomb =
Non indecoro pulvere sordidus

In Chambers’ book of Scotland,
one of the Marshal’s roads is de-
acribed as being sixteen miles in
length, with only four turnings; end
these, it is remarked, were occa-
stoned, not by eminences, but by the
necessity of crossing rivers. —
“ Wade,” continues the a-thor,
¢ seems to have communicated his
own sliff, erect, and formal charac-
ter to his roads, but above all to this
particular one, which is as straight
as lus person, as undeviating as his
mind, and as indifferent to steep
braes, as he himself was to difficul-
ties in the execution of his duty.
Bat, perhaps, of all persons who
may be little disposed (¢ lift up
their hands and Dbless General
Wade, the antiquary wiil be the
least; for the Marshal, with that
persevering straightforwardness for
which he was so remarkable, has
gone smack through a grand Roman
camp ai Cudock, and obliterated the
whole of one of its sides, though he
might liave casily avoided the same,
by turning a few yards out of his
way.?’ ,

Since the days of Marshal Wade,
a Scotchman, in the person of Mr.
Macadam, has repaid to Fingland
the benefits conferred upon Scottand
by an Euglishman ; and we hope,
that ere long Upper Canada will not
be without a Macadam of its own,
The perusal of the ¢ shreds and



