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The ficld,

The Harvesting and After-Treatment of
Flax.

‘Tus leading points to be observed in the sucressful
culture of the flax plant, have been pretty claborately
set fortn i the articles and commnunications on the
<ubjeet, ‘woich frem titae to time have appeared in our
columns. IF these instructions have been carefully
observed, by thoso of our readers who have gow. a
patch this season, their labeur can Lardly have
failed to be rewardedt by a fine vigorous crop. We
have seen a variety of sampl-s. ranging from forty-six
to fifty inches in length, in which the fine clean stalk
and well-bolled head plainly showed that nothing
heyond careful harvesting, at the proper time, and suh
sequontjudicions ireatment
wero wanling to render the
tlax crop in this country
profitablo one. In order to
obtain the maximum re
tarn from this crop, it is
necessary that both the
sced and the fibre should
bo turned to the best ac-
conat. The rich nutritive
qualitics of the former are
well known, and tho pro-
ducer caonot use it to
botter advantage than for
purposes of stoch-feeding.
Linseed in any. and every
form, constitutes a valuable
and healthy cattle fond.
Given in moderation with
other fodder. it promates
the production of fat and
muscle, and preserves a
healthy action of the bow-
cls. In districts whero flax
pianufacture has been coms

I

'

L}

]

¢

/

¢

i

/
5.
A

—r

e S -

5, 1865. PSTAGE FRrEE.

The much reduced bulk of the cJleansed fibre might
then be forwarded like wool to any destination.
Inderd whether the producer be eituated near to. or
remnte from, a flax mill, we areinclined b the opinion
that, in all cases where practicable, it would be the
most profitable conreo to scutch the flax before it i3
marketed. Moreover, fibro conld then ho submitted
to market competiton, and its value determined by
its quality and absence of impuritics, like other agri-
eultural producis.  Without further urging thus poiat,
we will brefly describo the treatment ot the crop from
the thue that lu s removed from the ground until it is
ready for the manufscturer. .

Putine.  Itis generally admitied that band pulling
is the only satistactory method of harvesting the flax
crop, when the fibre is intended fur spinning prrposes.
Modera ingenuity has been repoatedly d'rected to tho
construction of a machine which wonlld cfficiently
perform this operation.  In this conatry, where farm-
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to halfaninch at the top. “The construction of the ripple
and tho mode of using it aro well shown in our first
illustrations A winnowing shect should be placed
under, to receive the bolls as they are struck of.
When flax is removed from the field to the barn
before it 13 rippled, tho straw hocomes dry and rigid
by keeping. In this case the seed-bolls are best
scparated by a - beater.” A sheaf of flax Is divided
into two, spread ont, and laid on the barn floor with
the two head ends together, and then heaten with
flat beaded matlets. By this means the seed vessels
arc broken, aad the sceds fall out. It is, of course,
requisite that a little caution be exercised lest the
ibre Lo broken or injured by upnecessarily rougb
treatment.

The snbsequent processes bavo for their object, the
separation of the fibro from the atalk. For this pur-
pose it is necessary to remove tho gummy and resinous
matter, by which the fibres are glued together in the
bark of the plaut. Partial
rotting or decomposition.
elther by steeping or dew,
rotting, is produced to
effect this result. Each
of theso processes we will
now succinctly .describe.

WATERING OR STEEPING.-
¢« This process requires the
groatest carc and attention.
Rivor water is the best. If
spring water must be used,
let the pond be filled some
weeks beforo theflax is put
in, that tho sun and air may
soften the water. That con-
talning iron or other miner
al substances should never
beused. If river water can
bo had, it need not L lat
into the pond sooper than
the day before the flax 'ls
to bo steeped. The beat

slzo of & steep pool is 12
10 18 fect broad, and S} te

menced, there will bo little
difficulty in disposing of the straw immediately aftor
tho crop has been harvesied, ifsuch a coue is desired.
But in Tocalitics remote from 4 manufact ey the want
of an available market that would ensurs to the
producer a remuncerative price for his s'raw, is likely
to limit the cultivation of this important staple for
somo timo to como  Since the large propartiom of
noarly 1,500 1bs. in cvery ton is all but useless,i -
+ brious that it will not bear the expense of expmiwe
oz in bulk, to any great distance. Consequentiy i!
there {s to be & market far the straw in its crude slate
it must be a bome wmarket where the producer and
consumer will bo brought together This dosirablo
consummstion may be oventually realized. In tho
meantimo. bowover, it is desirable that ounr furmers
should eeaav the steaping and eentehing themselves

4 foet decp. -Place the flax

Jabourers are not eusily precured, this is an impor-l Toosely in the pool, in nge layer, somewhat sloped,
tant desideraium, and ono which wo hope somo, aud in regular rows, with the root end underneath

invon:ire Canadian mechanic wal ¢ro long supply.

Rurriaau.  This operation is frequ ntly performed |

in the field. The bandiuls o pui d tlax are laid
across vach othey diagonally, so as tu he ready for
rippling, previvus to its being bownd up in shoeaves.
There is a sating of truublo and cxpenso by causing
this impurtant uperation to go on ut the samo time as
ik pulling , wliio the sheaves are, of cuurse, more
casily handled when the seed-bolis are removed.  Tho
rippl. consists of a block of wood, into whioh a ruw of
fron tceth abont 18 inches long aro inserted. Tho
teoth should bo formod of half-inch square rods of
iron, placod with the angles of iron nest tho ripplers,

e tio of cach row of shoaves to roach the root of the
previous one ; cover with woss sods, or tough old lea
sods, cut thiu, 1ald perfectly rloso, the sheer of each
fitted 10 the othor. Beforo putting on the .sods. u
layer of rushes or ragwoeds is recommended ‘to b
placed on tho flax, especially in new ponds. As sols
aro not always at hand, & light covering of straw may
do, with stoncs 1ald on it, 50 asto keep the flax juw:
under tho wator ; and as thio fermeniation proceeds

addiuonat welght should bo laid on—to beé removed
as soon as the formentation cuases, 80 as not to alnk
the flax oo mush intho pool. -Thus covered, It navér
sinks to tho bottom, not Is affucted by air or light. A

316ths of an inch asunder at the bottom, and tapering | small stream of water, allowed to run throngh a pool,



