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Mr. Jitks on the Pork Question.

——

T was down toa sale a short time ago, andajterall
the ole potsand kettles, an’ krohery, and crumpery, an'
ole barness had been sold off, the crowd surged down
to the pen to help git in the hogs; yere, they cum
across the field, a dozen hoys o hollerin’, as many
dogs o yelpi, andat nrace hetween the dogs and
hogs—there’s one thing, Mistur lihitur, that can be
said about the nativehog : he's got good wind- and
when they got ’em in, the hoga showed their cduea-
tion_and instinet by beginning an  inspeetion of
the fences, to see where tho weak spot was ; it looked
so intelligent.  Someof the crittcrsiookcd puty goud,
and ﬁnalfy one was put up whiclh was recommended
as ““ported stock, improved breed.” Ole Kemp
Saxter, » bar-room veteran, who hadn't paid any
axes fur twenty years, and went aboud doin’ other
peeple’s work toshow how well he could do his own,
and how much he knew all about it, was there, and
when the proprietor spoke about improved breed, sez
he: ¢ that’s all in my cye; the breed's in the korn
hiouse ; if yer want a ’proved breed, hoys, pile in the
korn an’ yowll git it. ~ I've heerd about theso "proved
breeds o' hogs fur forty yeer, and mi pmon iz giv'
me the korn an’ 'l make the breed,” and with that
the crowd give a Iaft which appeared to throw all
the argument on Kemyp's sido of the question, [ was
poweriul disgusted tosee so much ignorance, and to
seo the opinion of such a character pass fur authority
n any question, let alone such & mighty one as pork
that lays the fat on our juvenile ribsin school-hoy
lays, and comforts our declining yeers with tlapjacks
and sausages.  Its kind a impulsive wath me to “take
the right side, of I'm the only onc todoit. 1 jumped
ap into an ole feed box, and sez L “do you wean to
say there’s nothin’ in the breed ov & hog to make um
fat easier ¥ do you attempt to nullify by a single as-
tertion the experience of every man thatever owned
s hog, and was intellectually quahiied to eat lamt”
Thig*peared to silenceole Kemp, and bring the crond
a little on mi side.—Did you ever notice Mistur Ed:t-
sur, how quickly the tide of battle changes when the
oright blade of o champion of truth flashes in the
sombat?  There’s allers plenty to do right ef you can
{ind a man fit to lead 'em; an’ I giv it to’em agin;
“don’t you always sce a difference in the same ‘litter
i hogs” ez [; «“isu’t there allers oue or two that
beat all the others, and isn’t there always a difference
m yer tobacco, and don't you turn out the bigaest
and finest heads for sced ,and isn't there always a
difference in cabbages, and don’t you set out the hest
stalks fur secd, and don't you pick out the best
calves, and everythingelse torase from, and why not
dothe same with hogy, I'd like to know? Well that's
jes what has been done ; the men _that git up these
uew breeds pick out the best, and breed” from them,
and then pick out the best and breed again, and
{inally they so fasten peculiaritics upon the race that
it will perpefuate those ;.l:ood qualitice, and the farmer
that shuts his eyes to the improvement which has
been effected in animals, and everything else relating
to his calling, will back down from the front rank,
and by and by work fur somcbody smarter than he
ig, fur you might as well try to raisc good wheat
from sickly, smutty, worm-caten sced, ot good cab-
bages, or anything else from the worst possible seed
you can find, as expect to have hog-stock that'll pay
from the helve-legged, cat-hammed, quill-bellied
bottle-snouted bar-sheaves we've got around the
country so plenty, ”” and 1 gut down, while the fellers
hollered, ‘‘give it to 'im Jilks,” asthough they'd al-
ways thought so too, and when I louked for ole
Kemp X seen 'im behind the ‘bakker house, with
his elbow higher than his head, tahing sumthmg;
that was Aiz argument.

Now, Lamunder the impression the average of
the hogs killed in our scction is much less than 200
pounds: we feed an animal through the fall, witer,
spring, summer, fall, and part ov_ the winter agam.
andget two hundred pounds of diessed pig, let us
see it there isn't sumthing in the breed.

I have in my mind a killing on_the old_homestead
of eight-month pigs which rauged tfrom 245 to 265
pounds per pig.

I have i my mind another killing i the fall of late
eprmi; pigs that averaged over two hundred pounds,
And liere’s one of & pure bred Essex that dressed
5690 pounds, and another, same hiced, 400 pounds,
and a Berkshire, 526 pounds, and—uote well—only
six or cight per cent. of offal, for when you put 500
pounds of one of those hogs away you've got 20 or 30
per cent. more uieat than in the sante weight of the
native trotting stock, and if I remember rightly one
of Mr. Harris's killingg averaged over 400 1bs., and
didn't Col Bowie write sumo time age abuut the
Poland or Magie breed, that woulddress 1000 pounds?
If wogit o cow thatll go 600, the neighborhood
Herald comes out withlargo type, leaded and dis-

played to announce the fact. Nothin in the breed!
1t's o great pity the legislature don’t prohibit the
keeping of scrub stock, and we would soon seo that
theee's ceerything in the breed, and a few farmers
coulid ¢lub together, buy a boar, and pub away more
meat in the fall from Spring pigs, than they now do
from 15 and 18 months hogs, saving 8 or 10 months
keep of the animals, and twoor three sowd wintered
over would Iro enough for most farmers, and I bleeve
farmers'll get theireyes open after a while,—Mary-
! Farmer,

Rabbit Breeding.

In England, but particululy in Belgium and
Tlolland, particalar attentionas given to the hreeding
of rablnts as an article of cheap meat food, and im-
mense nutnbers are annually hred for that purpose.
There are in this asg in the growing of most domestic
anmmaly, covtam faney breeders ywho breed for the
sake of producing new and strangetypes of theanimal,
ag the lop-eared rabbits, ete.  There i3 no advantage
in the lop-cars, except tho higher price they bring as
fancy ammals.  One fact is notedad regards the Havor
of the wild and_tame animal, that whilo domestica-
tion increased tho size of theanimal and the disposi-
tion to sport, both in color and form, the quality of
the meat is not considered as good ay ({lhu wild,
Hence preference is generally given to the meatof the
wild over the pampered animal ; though doubtless the
food has much to doin determining the quality of
the ment.

In regard to the enormous fecundity of the tame
rabbit, the Aigle duw Midi states that: “A farmer
mmed Pined, of Revel, in the department of the
Haute-CGiavonne, TFrance, haslatel f' commenced breed-
myg rabbits on an exteusive scale for consumption,
and that he expeets the operation to be successfulin
a comuneticial point of view. 1In the space of five
months, from May last, he, with fifty female and five
male rabbits, obtained 1,300 young, and he now
mtends to have 200 females, By allowing these
latter to produce only cevery two months, instead of
every month, as they can do, he calculates that he
can procure 500 rabbits a wmonth, or 6,000 a year.
He hags had constructed a large shed, 30 yardslong
by 20 wide and. 40 feet high, and in i are 140 com-
partments, of which 10are set apart for young rab-
bits separated from their dams, 14 for the adulls, 12
for the males, and the rest for the doe rabbits and
other purposes.  Linel makes this caleulation: Out
of 270 rablnts horn every month, the average number
of deaths is 12, so that there remain for sale 258
which can be dispoged of for 12 cents each, making
£30.76, or $651.12a year. This sum-is increased to
$931 by the sale ¢f the manure. The expense of
producing 238 rabbits is estimated at §274, so that a
clear profit remains of 3637.  As rabbits can be fed
in great part on the refuse of the farm-house and
farn-yavd, it is_thought that they might in many
localitics be bred to advantage.””— L,

Darrenness in Mares,

. ’
I have o large fine mare {rom which T wish to got
acolt. Last year she was taken to Mamdrino, who
served her some halt dozen times, I beheve, during the
scason, but without anyissue. 1 wish to take her thus
year tulum agun,and 1 wang to know whether any-
thing can be done more than the horse's services, to
tusuie her bung with feal. [ have owned the mare
two years. L suppuse shes twelve years old, per-
haps more, and 1 judge she may have bred before,—
Y. B. M., Baden Mo.” Remarks,—Some mares are -
curably barren.  Sometunes they will fal for years
m succession, aud then agam take to breeding. ™ Va-
rious expedients have been resorted to in such cases ;
and one which s oftener successful than the other s
to reduce the mare by steady, hard work to a low
stato of tlesh ; then when you wash to breed her, let
up on the work, give her plenty of nutritious, but
not heating food, and when she is m a thriving con-
dition let her have tho horse.  1t1s clyimed by many
old horsemen, that where maves have been kept very
fat, there often occurs aclosing up of the womb,
which precludes impregnation, and which can only
be remedied by an **opening of the womh ” by the
hand.—Sometiunes there is a laceration of the womb
in foaling, and tho same closing up cnsues. We
have seen this ¢ openiug, up ” process resorted to ina
few cages, and usnally, but not always, with success.
Some cases, are recorded of mares that were pro-
nounced hopelessly barren becoming impregnated. by
pernutting thehorsetoserve themare, and then turming
them loose together i a lot, orlargo box-stall, allow-
the horse to tease the mare at his leisure, untal he
serves her agan of his own accard.  Themare should
Le hept quict for a few days, afterservice, in a roomy
stall, away from tho lhorse.—~Nalwnal Live-Stock
Journal.
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Suint.

In nothing is the spirit of the age more clearly
ghown than in the eflurts to utilizo waste substances,
Quite a recent instanco of this improved economy is
found in the treatment of the wool of sheep. It has
been ascertained that shecp derive from the soil upon
which they pasture & considerable amount of potash,
which, after it has arculated in the blood, is exereted
from the skinwith the sweat, and remains, generally
in connection with this, attached to the wool.

Chevreul discovered, some time ago, that this peculiar
mixture, kuown by the 1hench as suml, constitutes
not less than one-thind the weigit of the raw merino
tleece, from which it 13 casily 1emoved by immersion
incold water. In avdmary wools the suing is less,
the amount being about 15 per cent. of the raw
flecee.  Tormerly 1t was considered asakind of soap,
mainly for the reason that the woul, besides this,
sometimes contained abous 8 per cend., or a not
inconsiderable quantity of fat.  Thisfat, however, is
usually combined withe earthy matters, mostly with
line, and concequently torms a soap which Is very
ingoluble.  The soluble sumt is & neutral salt arising
from the combiuation of potash with a peculiar
animal acid, of which little more is known than that
it containg saltpetre.  Special effort has lately been
directed to suint, in order to obtain as much as pos-
sible of the potash clinunated from tho animal, and a
special industry has been established in various por-
tions of the great French wool district, such as
Rheims, El Bauf, &e. A company purc]lases from
tho wool raiscr the sviution of the suint obtained by
rinsing the wool in colld water, the price paid for it
being higther in proportiom as 1t is more concentrated.
As a g aeral thing it &8 mantamed that o fleeco
weizharig 9 pounds eomtams about 20 ounces of suint,
which should contain about one-third part, or six or
seven ounces of pota h, aithough not more than tive
and one-half ounces ave perhaps directly available,

Inthe wool manuiactorics of the towns just veferred
to, there me nearly 0,600,000 pounds of wool washed
annually, the yield of about 4,750,000, sheep.  ‘This
quantity shouid contaun over 3,000,000 pounds of
pure potash.  ‘Thus, the water in_ which the wool is
washed, and which has been herctofore thrown
away, is made to yeld o produel, adding appreciably
to the value of the woolatsell, and more than covering
the cost ofats treatment. 1t is, of course, not an
casy matter to utthze thas soiution of suint ona small
seale ; but v ierever the work is carried on by the
wholesale, as it 19 in conneetlon with all great manu-
facturing establishments, 1t will undoubtedly becomo
arvegular pub of the process of marufncture.—Lon-
doer Chemoral News.

A Peligroo Not All

There is no breeit of animels in which there aro
not differences inthevalue of dutferent animals—none
In which some animals untit for use as breeding ani-
mals cannot be fouml.  The fact that an animal has
a pedigree showing that it is ¢ pure bred,” does
not prove it 154 goud amwmal.  DBreeders owe it to
their future reputation, 1f nut to the public, to “weed
out” infuiivr amuuads from ther herda or flocks—
sending them to the butcher's shops rather than sell-
mg than tor breedang purposes.  Purchasers should
eaeruse wommun sulise ciough to look for individual
excelfence as well as padigree. This is no argument
against pedigrees or pure breeding.  Pedigrees aro
valuable. Ob two aanals of equalindividual excels
lence, the oine known to be descended  from ancestors
also noted for individual cexecllence, and the other
with nothing knowing of its ancestry—the first is
decidedly the moie vamable fur breedimg. A good
pedigree walt vut-weigh sume decets, for the offspring
may resemble the butter ancestors, but no pedigree
13 goad cuough to mahe 1t advisable to breed from an
ammal worthless in hunsell, — A,

SwiNE. - Let pigs of all ages have access bo a mix.
ture of ashee, salt, and eulplur.  Keep the pens and
troughs clean, Let them have a dry, warm well-
ventilated place to sleep in. Do not put too many
inapen. Keep the younger and weaker separate
from the older and stronger.  Feed according to what
the pigs ate designed for

Lameness of pigsand loss of the use of the hind
legs 13 behieved by a correspondent of the N. E, Far-
mer, to he a spectes of founder caused by highly con-
centrated or aly food, such as corn mneal or milkin
large quantities, and which he has cured by bleeding
—Dby cutting off the end of tho tail, repeating the
operation two or three timesil necessacy. He has
never known it to fail to cure.



